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THE DEVIL’S ROLE IN GOD’S SCHEME 

Introduction 

A.  This study will focus on Christ’s chief enemy in the light of God’s greater purposes. 

   1.   Christ’s chief enemy is the devil, or Satan. 

   2.   The devil exists to fight God and his Son. 

B.  The question is: why did God create the devil? 

   1.   Does it make sense that God would create his own enemy? 

   2.   Is not God greater than the devil? 

   3.   How does Satan fit into God’s whole plan? 

C.  When the church is revived, so is the devil too, said Jonathan Edwards. 

   1.   Not that the devil was asleep when the church was asleep. 

a.   The church’s being asleep is the work of Satan. 

b.   He wants chiefly to keep the church asleep; this way his own interests are not threatened. 

c.   Three things are true when we are asleep: 

     (1)   We don’t know we are asleep until we wake up. 

     (2)   We do things in our dreams we would not do if we were awake. 

     (3)   We hate the sound of an alarm. 

   2.   But when the church is revived, the devil is threatened. 



a.   The church’s being awakened is a serious set-back for Satan. 

b.   It is no small victory for the church and the honour of God’s Name when we are awakened and 

revived. 

c.   It means we have overcome many obstacles. 

   3.   When the church is revived, Satan must counter-attack. 

a.   He will try to imitate what God has done (Ex. 7:11). 

b.   He will find weak spots in the fellowship to create dissension and murmuring (Acts 6:1). 

c.   He will challenge the leadership God has ordained (Num. 16:1–7). 

d.   He will persecute (Acts 4:1–7. Cf. Rev. 12:4). 

e.   He will divide close friends (Acts 15:39). 

D.  Names, or nicknames, for the devil: 

   1.   Satan: adversary or accuser (Job 1:6–12) 

a.   ‘Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord, and Satan 

standing at his right side to accuse him. The Lord said to Satan, “The Lord rebuke you, Satan! 

The Lord, who has chosen Jerusalem, rebuke you! Is not this man a burning stick snatched from 

the fire?” ’ (Zech. 3:1–2). 

b.   ‘Appoint an evil man to oppose him; let an accuser stand at his right hand’ (Ps. 109:6). Note: 

‘accuser’ is the translation of ‘Satan’. 

c.   ‘Satan rose up against Israel and incited David to take a census of Israel’ (1 Chron. 21:1). 

d.   ‘Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the 

world and their splendour. “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship 

me.” Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, 

and serve him only.’ ” Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him’ (Matt. 4:8–

11). 

   2.   Abaddon, or Apollyon (destroyer). ‘They had as king over them the angel of the Abyss, whose 

name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek, Apollyon’ (Rev. 9:11). 

   3.   Belial (very wicked person) 

a.   It is used parallel to the word ‘death’ in Psalm 18:4: ‘The cords of death entangled me; the 

torrents of destruction overwhelmed me.’ 

b.   ‘What harmony is there between Christ and Belial? What does a believer have in common with 

an unbeliever?’ (2 Cor. 6:15). 

   4.   Tempter 

a.   ‘For this reason, when I could stand it no longer, I sent to find out about your faith. I was afraid 

that in some way the tempter might have tempted you and our efforts might have been useless’ 

(1 Thess. 3:5). 

b.   ‘The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become 

bread” ’ (Matt. 4:3). 



   5.   Beelzebub (lord of flies), the god of Ekron, whom Ahaziah wished to consult, but was prevented 

by Elijah’s interruption (2 Kings 1:1–6, 16). 

a.   Called ‘the prince of demons’ (Matt. 12:24). 

b.   ‘If Satan drives out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then can his kingdom stand? And 

if I drive out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your people drive them out? So then, they will 

be your judges. But if I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has 

come upon you’ (Matt. 12:26–28). 

   6.   Accuser of the brothers. ‘Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come the 

salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ. For the 

accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down. 

They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not 

love their lives so much as to shrink from death’ (Rev. 12:10–11). 

   7.   The god of this age. ‘The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they 

cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God’ (2 Cor. 4:4). 

   8.   Ruler of the kingdom of the air, a spirit. ‘In which you used to live when you followed the ways 

of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those 

who are disobedient’ (Eph. 2:2). 

   9.   Serpent. (Gen. 3:1. cf. 2 Cor. 11:3). 

 10.   The prince of this world (John 14:30). 

 11.   A liar and the father of lies (John 8:44). 

E.   Why is this subject important? 

   1.   It is a reminder that there is a very real enemy—the devil. 

a.   We are told to be aware of his possible attack at any moment. ‘Be self-controlled and alert. Your 

enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, 

standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are 

undergoing the same kind of sufferings’ (1 Pet. 5:8–9). 

b.   There are two opposite extremes regarding attention given to the devil, and he is happy with 

either: 

     (1)   To be preoccupied with him; e.g.: 

(a)  Worrying about him all the time. 

(b)  Being too interested in things pertaining to the occult, even if we are against it. 

(c)  Trying to diagnose every ill as a case of demon possession. 

     (2)   To forget him, or deny his existence. 

(a)  Unbelief in the devil is the devil’s work (2 Cor. 4:4). 

(b)  Dismissing his efforts to attack. 

(c)  Neglecting what the Bible says about him. 

   2.   It is a reminder that our Lord’s chief foe is Satan (Rev. 12). 



a.   Satan wants to defeat Christ’s purposes. 

     (1)   He wanted to kill Jesus (Matt. 4:6. cf. Luke 4:28ff). 

     (2)   His final effort was through Judas Iscariot (John 13:2). 

b.   Satan immediately knew who Jesus was. 

     (1)   That he was God’s Son (Matt. 4:3). 

     (2)   That he was the Holy One of God (Mark 1:23–24). 

   3.   It is a reminder that God has an eternal purpose (Eph. 1:11). 

a.   God is in control of history generally (Isa. 46:9–10). 

b.   He has a plan for each of us particularly (Eph. 5:17). 

   4.   It enables us to put all things in perspective: that God is sovereign, and that he is bigger than 

the devil. 

a.   Some Christians seem to have a greater fear of the devil than they have of God. 

b.   At the end of the day we have nothing to fear in this regard. ‘You, dear children, are from God 

and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the 

world’ (1 John 4:4). 

   5.   We must never forget that we have been given a preview of Satan’s final downfall (Rev. 20:10). 

a.   We’ve read the last page of God’s history! 

b.   ‘When Satan reminds you of your past, remind him of his future’ (Stephen Gaukroger). 

I.    The devil is a part of God’s fallen creation 

A.  The devil is a creature, that is, he has been created. 

   1.   This means he is not eternal by nature. 

   2.   There was a time when he did not exist. 

a.   Only God and the persons of the Godhead have no creation. ‘In the beginning was the Word, and 

the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning’ (John 1:1–

2). 

b.   There was a time when there was literally nothing but God—the Father, the Word (the Son), the 

Spirit. This means: 

     (1)   A time there were no stars, no sun, no moon, no animals, no planet earth. 

     (2)   A time when there was no devil. 

   3.   Therefore the fact of the devil’s existence is owing to God creating him; indeed Jesus Christ 

created him: 

a.   ‘Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made’ (John 

1:3). 

b.   ‘For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 

thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him’ (Col. 

1:16). 

B.  It does not follow however that God created the devil as he now exists. 



   1.   The devil is personal wickedness to an extreme degree; God is purest holiness (1 John 1:5). 

   2.   The devil we have to deal with is what he became not what he once was. 

a.   How he was before he became like he is, is based on a bit of speculation; we take our case from 

Isaiah 14:12: ‘How you have fallen from heaven, O morning star, son of the dawn! You have 

been cast down to the earth, you who once laid low the nations!’ 

b.   This is the nearest we come (that I know of) to discerning what went on in the heavens. ‘You 

said in your heart, “I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God; I will 

sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain. I will 

ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.” But you are brought 

down to the grave, to the depths of the pit’ (Isa. 14:13–15). 

   3.   It would seem that the devil tried to recruit every angel in God’s created realms to enter into a 

rebellion against God. 

a.   ‘For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, putting them into 

gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment’ (2 Pet. 2:4). 

b.   ‘And the angels who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned their own home—

these he has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day’ 

(Jude 6). 

   4.   At what point this apparent revolt took place in God’s time is not clear, but it would seem that: 

a.   It was before God created man; for the serpent was already the ‘father of lies’ when he 

approached Eve (Gen. 3:1ff). 

b.   It was obviously after God created the heavens and the earth. ‘In the beginning God created the 

heavens and the earth’ (Gen. 1:1). 

c.   Perhaps the angels were created before God created the earth; ‘the heavens’ is listed first. 

d.   The angels were probably a part of the ‘heavens’, the invisible realm of God’s creation. 

e.   It could be that the revolt of Satan took place, then, after God created the heavens but before he 

created the earth. 

C.  How evil entered into Satan’s heart when God is utterly holy will always remain a mystery 

to us as long as we are on earth. 

   1.   No-one will solve the problem of evil. 

   2.   The most we can say is, God permitted it. Why? Nobody knows. 

II.  God gave the devil certain powers and authority, but they are limited 

A.  He is therefore called the ‘ruler of the kingdom of the air’ (Eph. 2:2). 

   1.   One does not know what precisely is meant by ‘air’. 

a.   Does this mean Satan has been given a measure of power regarding the weather? 

b.   Is he behind the trend toward pollution of the air? 

   2.   Since ‘air’ is invisible is it rather a metaphor to refer to the spiritual realm? 

a.   He is therefore the chief ruler of the fallen spiritual world. 



b.   He therefore operates as a ‘spirit’ in all unregenerate men. 

   3.   Jesus called him ‘the prince of this world’ (John 14:30). 

B.  Satan holds the power of death (Heb. 2:14). 

   1.   Apparently God gave him this authority. 

a.   It was the devil who tempted Eve in the light of God’s warning to Adam that if he ate of the tree 

of the knowledge of good and evil, he would surely die (Gen. 2:17). 

b.   Since he succeeded in tempting Eve, who persuaded Adam to do the same (Gen. 3:6), he was 

given the power of death. 

   2.   We may be sure that all sickness and disease came as a result of the Fall. 

a.   It does not follow that all illness is the immediate result of Satan entering in, but rather the 

ultimate explanation people get sick and die. 

b.   Neither does it follow that Satan determines when people die. 

C.  Whatever power Satan has, it is limited. 

   1.   God never surrendered to the devil his supreme power. 

   2.   Satan was given a limited scope in which to operate. 

Some think he has been given charge over certain areas of the world. They believe this is the 

reason certain areas of the world are more evil and threatening than others, e.g., there is a high-

ranking demon over South America, or India, or China, etc. They would base this on Daniel 

10:13, or Revelation 2:13. 

III. God is greater than the devil in every way 

A.  Some of us are more ready to fear the devil than to trust God. 

   1.   This is a spirit of fear (2 Tim. 1:7, niv ‘timidity’). 

a.   A spirit of fear may have one of two sources: 

     (1)   The flesh—those who are naturally negative. 

     (2)   The devil, who plays into our natural fears. 

b.   A spirit of fear may be an angel of light (2 Cor. 11:14). 

     (1)   An angel of light poses as God’s instrument. 

     (2)   One therefore thinks he is listening to God when it is Satan. 

   2.   This may also be the result of theology or experience. 

a.   Theologically, some assume that God does not work in power today—only in apostolic times. 

     (1)   There is no biblical support for this. 

     (2)   It comes from an assumption that, since nothing extra-ordinary seems to happen, it must be 

God’s eternal plan. 

b.   Experimentally, some have never seen God work in power. 

     (1)   Therefore if they see any kind of power, they assume it must be the devil. 

     (2)   This may be true with healing, prophecies, word of knowledge or any spiritual gift. 

B.  God uses the devil to advance his purposes. 



   1.   The Fall of man did not take God by surprise, for Christ was the Lamb chosen before the 

creation of the world (1 Pet. 1:20). 

a.   God was ready with a word for the devil immediately after the Fall: ‘And I will put enmity 

between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and 

you will strike his heel’ (Gen. 3:15). 

b.   In that moment God’s eternal purpose in redeeming man was in operation. 

   2.   The entire scenario of the children of Israel in Egypt was part of God’s scheme; years before 

God had prophesied, ‘Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a country not 

their own and they will be enslaved and ill-treated four hundred years’ (Gen. 15:13). 

a.   Pharaoh’s rebellion against Moses was a part of God’s plan. ‘For the Scripture says to Pharaoh: 

“I raised you up for this very purpose, that I might display my power in you and that my name 

might be proclaimed in all the earth” ’ (Rom. 9:17. cf. Ex. 9:16). 

b.   Note: we shall see any enemy of Christ as a part of God’s overall plan. 

     (1)   ‘God uses my enemies to advance his purpose’ (Josif Tson). 

     (2)   Man’s wrath even brings God praise (Ps. 76:10). 

   3.   The king of Babylon was God’s instrument to humble Israel. 

a.   Jeremiah warned that Babylon would occupy Jerusalem, but no-one believed him. 

b.   But it happened; it was part of God’s scheme to teach Israel a lesson (Jer. 39). 

c.   Note: God can use our enemies as his instrument to humble us and discipline us. 

   4.   The enemies’ conspiracy during the time of the Babylonian captivity backfired and resulted in 

exalting the very people they wanted to destroy; and God got more glory than ever! 

a.   The three Hebrews. Daniel 3. 

     (1)   When they were delivered from the fiery furnace, ‘Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the 

God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! 

They trusted in him and defied the king’s command and were willing to give up their lives rather 

than serve or worship any god except their own God. Therefore I decree that the people of any 

nation or language who say anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be 

cut into pieces and their houses be turned into piles of rubble, for no other god can save in this 

way” ’ (Dan. 3:28–29). 

     (2)   They were given a promotion (Dan. 3:30). 

b.   Daniel, who kept on praying. 

     (1)   He was delivered from the lions’ mouths (Dan. 6:22). 

     (2)   The king vindicated ‘the God of Daniel’ (Dan. 6:26). 

   5.   The chief example: the death of Jesus. 

a.   It was a conspiracy of Satan (John 13:2). 

     (1)   God used the jealousy of the Jews (Matt. 27:18) as he had previously used the jealousy of 

Joseph’s brothers (Acts 7:9). 



     (2)   God always uses jealousy to advance his purpose if we will not raise a finger to defend 

ourselves! 

b.   When Jesus breathed his last breath on the cross, Satan thought he’d won. 

     (1)   Satan probably said, ‘He is finished’; Jesus said, ‘It is finished’ (John 19:30). 

     (2)   The bottom line: ‘None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not 

have crucified the Lord of glory’ (1 Cor. 2:8). 

C.  Minor squabbles, or major ones—when it concerns God’s work—are usually caused by 

Satan, who plays into people’s fears, pride, greed and hurt feelings. 

   1.   The murmuring of certain widows threatened to divert the apostles from their main calling (Acts 

6:1). 

a.   The result: Deacons were chosen to attend to affairs other than preaching the gospel (Acts 6:2–

6). 

b.   The result: ‘So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, 

and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith’ (Acts 6:7). 

     (1)   Stephen turned out to be a preacher as well! (Acts 6:8–15). 

     (2)   The bottom line: Satan’s efforts backfired. 

   2.   The devil filled the hearts of Ananias and Sapphira when the church had become so detached 

from material things (Acts 4:32; Acts 5:3). 

a.   Ananias and Sapphira were struck dead by the Spirit (Acts 5:5, 10). 

b.   This might have been so upsetting that the devil would close down the church! 

     (1)   No; great fear seized the whole church and everybody else (Acts 5:11). 

     (2)   ‘Nevertheless, more and more men and women believed in the Lord and were added to their 

number’ (Acts 5:14). 

   3.   The obsession of Saul of Tarsus resulted in his conversion (Acts 9:1–8). 

   4.   The bickering of the Jews against Peter resulted in a Council that led to unity (Acts 15:1–35). 

   5.   The disagreement between Paul and Barnabas resulted in greater usefulness (Acts 15:36–41). 

Conclusion 

God did not create the devil as he now is. Satan is part of God’s fallen creation. Although he has 

certain powers and authority, the devil is strictly limited in what he can do. Ultimate power is 

securely in the hands of the sovereign God. Despite Satan’s opposition, the Lord uses him to 

work out his will in the world and to further the cause of his kingdom. 

Satan does all he does by God’s permission (this includes every temptation and trial). This is 

one of the chief lessons of the book of Job. 

One of Satan’s strategies is to persuade people that he does not exist. Christians should 

remember this and be aware of his activity. Cultivate a healthy respect for the devil. But don’t be 

too afraid of him—he would love that. 
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RECOGNISING STRONGHOLDS 

Introduction 

A.  This chapter is taking this idea of spiritual warfare a step further. See Understanding 

Theology, Volume 1, chapter 35. 

   1.   We saw that spiritual warfare is essentially defensive. 

   2.   We are not ordered to ‘pick a fight’ with the devil. 

a.   We wait for his attack. 

b.   Then we ‘stand’. See Ephesians 6:10–20. 

B.  The word ‘stronghold’ comes from 2 Corinthians 10:4–5: ‘The weapons we fight with are not 

the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We 

demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and 

we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.’ 

   1.   Greek, ochuroma, used only here in the New Testament. 

   2.   In ancient military times the stronghold was often a fortified place inside a walled city. 

a.   It was an impregnable fortress. 

     (1)   Soldiers would defend from within the stronghold. 

     (2)   But once the stronghold was taken the battle was over. 

b.   Paul however uses this word not in a military but a spiritual sense. 

     (1)   The strongholds we have to subdue belong to the spiritual order. 

     (2)   They must be fought with spiritual not worldly strategy. 

c.   The context of 2 Corinthians 10:4–5 shows that this spiritual warfare is none the less defensive. 

     (1)   Paul had been attacked from within a stronghold by those who claimed to speak for God. 

     (2)   These people had undermined Paul’s credibility and had influence among certain Christians in 

Corinth; the weaponry used against Paul were not weapons of the Holy Spirit—which was why 

he knew victory was in his  hands! 

C.  We are taking two lessons to deal with this important subject: 

   1.   How to recognise strongholds. 

   2.   How to bring down strongholds. 

D.  Why is this lesson important? 

   1.   We are facing strongholds of varying degrees all the time. 

a.   We may not have used this word to describe them, but that is what they are! 

b.   We will probably incorporate this word into our vocabularies from now on! 

   2.   Once we have understood what a stronghold is (defined below), we need to learn how to 

recognise them and identify them. 

   3.   How we cope with a stronghold reveals how spiritual we are; therefore this matter touches the 

heart of our lives. 



   4.   The devil does not want us to recognise them—which is all the more reason we must learn what 

they are! 

   5.   We need to refine our sense of spiritual discernment and recognise our own spiritual weaponry 

to deal with strongholds. 

I.    The stronghold is chiefly in our own minds 

A.  This does not mean there is no enemy outside of us—hardly! 

   1.   The devil is very real. 

a.   He does not want you to believe he is there. 

b.   Unbelief in the devil is the devil’s work (2 Cor. 4:4). 

     (1)   He blinds the minds of the unregenerate (those not born again) from seeing the glory of Christ. 

     (2)   He likewise blinds people from seeing him. 

   2.   Those the devil uses are very real. 

a.   Paul had real enemies. 

     (1)   In the case of 2 Corinthians 10:4–5 they were Jews who professed faith in Christ but who hated 

Paul’s gospel; they are commonly called Judaizers. 

     (2)   They wanted the Mosaic Law (the law of Moses) to replace the Holy Spirit in Christian living. 

b.   They fished only in the Christian pond. 

     (1)   They were not interested in the lost going to hell. 

     (2)   They followed Paul and seized on his converts, in order to undermine the gospel. 

B.  But the battle is in the mind. 

   1.   If we let the devil convince us there is no hope he has already won! 

a.   Goliath the giant was a stronghold (1 Sam. 17). 

     (1)   He caused all Israel to fear (1 Sam. 17:11). 

     (2)   There was a feeling of hopelessness among the Israelites. 

b.   David however saw Goliath as a mere uncircumcised Philistine who had defied God (1 Sam. 

17:26). 

     (1)   To David’s brothers he was a giant nobody could defeat. 

     (2)   To David Goliath was already finished! ‘David said to the Philistine, “You come against me 

with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the Lord Almighty, the 

God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This day the Lord will hand you over to me, 

and I’ll strike you down and cut off your head. Today I will give the carcasses of the Philistine 

army to the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and the whole world will know that there 

is a God in Israel. All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that 

the Lord saves; for the battle is the Lord’s, and he will give all of you into our hands” ’ (1 Sam. 

17:45–47). 

   2.   The stronghold therefore, though real outside of us, is chiefly in our perception. 

a.   If we let the stronghold intimidate us we have already lost the battle. 



b.   If we see that the battle is the Lord’s and we are without fear, then victory is assured. 

C.  Stronghold (def.): when the mind is convinced that the situation is unchangeable and 

hopeless. 

   1.   This is a summary taken from Ed Silvoso’s most comprehensive and brilliant definition: ‘A 

spiritual stronghold is a mindset impregnated with hopelessness which causes us to accept as 

unchangeable situations we know are contrary to the will of God.’ 

   2.   To the Israelites Goliath was a stronghold; to David the stronghold hardly existed! 

a.   To the Israelites there was no hope. 

b.   To David Goliath didn’t have a chance! 

   3.   This is why we say that the stronghold is chiefly in the mind; it is a mindset. 

a.   Mindset (def.): when the mind is locked into but one way of seeing something. 

b.   If the devil erects a mindset in us we are virtually defeated. 

   4.   This is why Paul says ‘We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against 

the knowledge of God’ (2 Cor. 10:5). 

a.   AV: ‘Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge 

of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.’ 

b.   There are two operative words: 

     (1)   Arguments. Gr. logismos: ‘thoughts’. He does not mean a petty squabble when people are 

arguing with each other; he means powerful reasoning. 

     (2)   Pretension. Gr. hupsoma: ‘height’. This refers to the pompous reasoning of the devil, as when 

Goliath said ‘This day I defy the ranks of Israel’ (1 Sam. 17:10). 

II.  Identifying a stronghold; general examples: 

A.  A highly negative situation 

   1.   When we find ourselves in a highly negative situation which is so intimidating that we tend to 

see it as insurmountable, it is a stronghold. 

a.   But it is in our minds; the reason Paul uses two words: 

     (1)   Arguments, powerful reasoning that you do not feel you can contradict or refute. 

     (2)   Pretension, an arrogant claim that makes you feel defeated before you start. ‘Then the 

commander stood and called out in Hebrew, “Hear the words of the great king, the king of 

Assyria! This is what the king says: Do not let Hezekiah deceive you. He cannot deliver you. Do 

not let Hezekiah persuade you to trust in the Lord when he says, ‘The Lord will surely deliver us; 

this city will not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria’ ” ’ (Isa. 36:13–15). 

b.   It is satanic thinking that causes us to see the negative situation as insurmountable. 

   2.   Negative thinking is the work of the devil. 

a.   It poses so often as being godly when it is a spirit of fear. ‘For God did not give us a spirit of 

timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline’ (2 Tim. 1:7). 

b.   The essence of negative thinking: there is nothing you can do—so give in, give up. 



B.  An intimidating situation 

   1.   Intimidating (def.): being influenced by fright or threats. 

a.   It is when the devil says, ‘You can’t make it through,’ ‘You can’t possibly succeed,’ ‘Give up.’ 

b.   We have seen the examples of Goliath and Sennacharib. 

   2.   Whenever you feel intimidated know at that moment this feeling is not from God (2 Tim. 1:7). 

a.   God does not intimidate, he gives confidence and hope. 

b.   The devil always intimidates. 

     (1)   Caleb and Joshua were outnumbered by the majority of the spies who said, ‘We can’t attack 

those people; they are stronger than we are’ (Num. 13:31). 

     (2)   Gideon was at first intimidated. ‘The Lord answered, “I will be with you, and you will strike 

down all the Midianites together” ’ (Judg. 6:16). 

     (3)   Even Elijah was intimidated, threatened by Jezebel. ‘Elijah was afraid and ran for his life. When 

he came to Beersheba in Judah, he left his servant there, while he himself went a day’s journey 

into the desert. He came to a broom tree, sat down under it and prayed that he might die. “I have 

had enough, Lord,” he said. “Take my life; I am no better than my ancestors” ’ (1 Kgs. 19:3–4). 

C.  Temptation 

   1.   The devil causes us to rationalise, having made God look unreasonable. 

a.   ‘Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He said 

to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the any tree in the garden’?” ’ 

(Gen. 3:1). 

b.   ‘ “You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For God knows that when you eat of 

it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil” ’ (Gen. 3:4–5). 

c.   ‘When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and 

also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, 

who was with her, and he ate it’ (Gen. 3:6). 

   2.   Temptation is almost always ‘providential’; that is, it looks like a set-up by God and therefore it 

is right to give in. 

a.   Jonah ran from the Lord, wanted to go to Tarshish—there was a boat ready to sail for Tarshish! 

(Jonah 1:3). 

b.   David saw a beautiful woman bathing, and her husband happened to be away (2 Sam. 11:2–3). 

c.   ‘When tempted, no-one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by evil, 

nor does he tempt anyone; but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged 

away and enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-

grown, gives birth to death’ (Jas 1:13–15). 

   3.   Temptation always poses as too great to resist. 

a.   This is a stronghold—a set-up of Satan. 



b.   God’s Word tells us that any temptation is resistible. ‘No temptation has seized you except what 

is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can 

bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it’ 

(1 Cor. 10:13). 

D.  Intellectual arguments against God and the Bible 

   1.   Intellectual temptation is much like sexual temptation; you never know how strong you will be. 

a.   Some people fancy themselves ‘great intellects’ and have no fear considering intellectual 

pursuits that are anti-God. 

b.   Many a young person has entered university or seminary with every intention of preaching the 

gospel one day; then come out an unbeliever. 

   2.   But when intellectual temptation is thrust upon you, know there is a way out! 

a.   Satan will put up arguments that imply: 

     (1)   God does not exist. 

     (2)   The Bible cannot be trusted. 

b.   Intellectual argument is but a stronghold—in the mind. 

     (1)   ‘And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must 

believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him’ (Heb. 11:6). 

     (2)   ‘All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness’ (2 Tim. 3:16). 

   3.   Every intellectual argument of Satan can be smashed. 

III. How strongholds are erected 

A.  Satan is the architect and builder of all strongholds. 

   1.   He is at work day and night, looking for any opportunity to move in where we are vulnerable 

and exploit it the situation. 

a.   Paul said he was not ignorant of Satan’s schemes (2 Cor. 2:11). 

b.   We must also be aware of the way Satan works and how he develops strategy. 

     (1)   Jonathan Edwards reminds us that the devil (before his revolt) was trained in the ‘heaven of 

heavens’. 

     (2)   He therefore knows God’s ways to a great extent and has an advantage over us in this way. 

   2.   He works when we are sleeping! (Matt. 13:25, 39). 

a.   He constantly looks for ways to take people ‘captive to do his will’ (2 Tim. 2:26). 

b.   His aim: to erect strongholds. 

B.  Satan erects strongholds by exploiting situations where we are most vulnerable. 

   1.   Damaged emotions (we all have them) 

a.   This refers largely to childhood experiences. 

     (1)   We are probably more impressionable when we are very young. 

     (2)   Negative experiences leave scars, making us vulnerable in certain areas. 



b.   Influences generally include the impact made on us by: 

     (1)   Parents or relatives. 

     (2)   Authority figures—school teachers, church leaders. 

     (3)   Other children, who can be so cruel. 

c.   Some examples of damaged emotions (all leading to personality weaknesses): 

     (1)   Too little or too much gratification; the result may be an arrested development at a certain age, 

leaving us emotionally immature. 

     (2)   An overly dominant parent; the result may be that we never feel we achieve or come up to 

standard, making us perfectionists. 

     (3)   Sexual abuse; the result may be that we struggle with our sexuality and lack confidence in 

forming healthy relationships. 

     (4)   Lack of sufficient attention from the parent of the same sex; the result may be homosexual 

tendencies whereby we try to make good a relationship we never had as we grew up. 

     (5)   An absent parent; the result may be an insecurity in forming normal relationships, especially 

with authority figures. 

d.   Note: Satan often exploits these weaknesses in us. 

     (1)   A stronghold is erected. 

     (2)   We tend to think the stronghold is unchangeable and never consider that it may be brought 

down. 

   2.   An unforgiving spirit 

a.   Some may have more difficulty at this point than others; however, we all struggle here. 

b.   The refusal to forgive those who have hurt us is virtually an invitation to Satan to walk all over 

us! And he will! 

c.   Here are some common results of not totally forgiving others: 

     (1)   Self-righteousness, or a judgemental spirit. 

     (2)   Fear. 

     (3)   Anger, irritability. 

     (4)   Any weakness—whatever the cause—which Satan exploits, resulting in physical and emotional 

problems. 

   3.   Jealousy 

a.   This is one of those traits easiest to see in others, but hardest to see in ourselves. 

b.   It is frequently an unconscious motivation that lies behind so much of what we say and stand for: 

     (1)   It is what often makes us critical of others, especially those we don’t like. 

     (2)   It is what makes us gossip—and like to do it. 

     (3)   It is what makes us vindictive. 

   4.   Unrealistic expectations 

a.   This may come from the following: 



     (1)   Ambition that exceeds ability. 

     (2)   A prophetic word that was not from God. 

     (3)   Assuming that your spouse will compensate for the lack of fulfilment from childhood 

experiences. 

     (4)   Believing that material things—or money—will buy joy. 

     (5)   Placing too much confidence in people, even the best of people. 

b.   The result: a tendency to live in a dream world, which becomes a stronghold. 

   5.   Inability to handle money 

a.   Not living within income. 

b.   Often the result of robbing God (Mal. 3:8–10). 

   6.   Unanswered prayer 

a.   If God has not answered prayer the reason must be: 

     (1)   We did not ask in God’s will (1 John 5:14–15). 

     (2)   God will still answer—in his time (Luke 1:5–20). 

b.   Satan moves in on unanswered prayer, to accuse God. 

   7.   Unbelieving community 

a.   The area around your church. 

b.   Unsaved friends or relatives. 

c.   Institutions generally: 

     (1)   Government. 

     (2)   Educational system. 

     (3)   Royal family. 

     (4)   An apostate church. 

     (5)   Entertainment industry. 

C.  Any of the above can lead to the erection of strongholds, e.g.: 

   1.   Broken marriages; dysfunctional families. 

   2.   Disunity in the church; cliques. 

   3.   Personality problems; insecure people. 

   4.   Debt. 

Conclusion 

When a situation seems hopeless the devil has produced just the mindset he intended. He 

does this particularly by intimidating us, tempting us, exploiting our vulnerabilities and 

confronting us with intellectual arguments against gospel truths. We need to recognise that God 

does not intimidate, tempt, exploit or argue against himself. When we meet the hopeless feelings 

that such situations provoke, Satan is at work. Learn to recognise such strongholds. Know their 

architect and builder is the devil. 
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BRINGING DOWN STRONGHOLDS 

Introduction 

A.  In the previous chapter we have provided some details with regard to recognising 

strongholds. 

   1.   The architect and builder of strongholds in the Christian life is the devil. 

   2.   The devil erects strongholds to defend his interests. 

a.   He wants to threaten and reverse the progress made by the gospel. 

b.   He does this by giving us a feeling of hopelessness and despair so we will completely give up. 

B.  When we recognise a stronghold we have two choices: 

   1.   To consider the situation hopeless and remain defeated, the position of most of the Israelites 

when they were threatened by Goliath (1 Sam. 17:11). 

   2.   To see past the stronghold and recognise the power of God, the position of David (1 Sam. 

17:45ff). 

a.   We will recall that in ancient times a stronghold was a fortified place inside a walled city. 

b.   If the stronghold was taken, victory was assured. 

     (1)   Paul uses the word (2 Cor. 10:4—its only use in the New Testament) not in a military but a 

spiritual sense. 

     (2)   The stronghold must be defended with spiritual weapons. 

c.   A stronghold (def.): when the mind is convinced that the situation is unchangeable and hopeless. 

     (1)   ‘A spiritual stronghold is a mindset impregnated with hopelessness which causes us to accept as 

unchangeable situations we know are contrary to the will of God’ (Ed Silvoso). 

     (2)   The key: it is in the mind—our perception. 

(a)  Not that there is no Goliath out there. 

(b)  But whether or not in our perception the situation is hopeless. 

C.  It is one thing however to recognise a stronghold; it is another to bring down a stronghold. 

   1.   It is very important to recognise a stronghold—the first step. 

a.   We must call a spade a spade. 

b.   There must be no pretending or sweeping under the carpet what is obvious—any stronghold we 

face: 

     (1)   The inability to forgive. 

     (2)   The need for reconciliation. 

     (3)   The marriage on the rocks. 

     (4)   The difficult person or situation we live with. 

     (5)   The unsaved. 

   2.   But Paul could say, We ‘demolish strongholds’ (2 Cor. 10:4). 

a.   He saw them as reasonings which the devil made up. 

b.   Paul was not threatened by them; ‘we demolish strongholds’. 



   3.   The question is: can we? 

a.   Was this an anointing reserved only for apostles? 

b.   Or can we too bring them down? 

D.  It should be fairly obvious why this lesson is important: 

   1.   We all face strongholds of many kinds. 

a.   There will be more than one in every life. 

b.   These strongholds will have varying degrees of hold over us. 

   2.   We must realise that no trial or temptation is unique; it is ‘common to man. And God is faithful; 

he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also 

provide a way out so that you can stand up under it’ (1 Cor. 10:13). 

   3.   There is therefore a way forward; this lesson will show what we can do. 

   4.   This will help us help others who face strongholds. 

   5.   Learning how to bring down strongholds will be life-changing—the real purpose of theology! 

I.    The external and the internal stronghold 

A.  The external is ‘Goliath’. 

   1.   The enemy, the devil, will always see to it that there is a Goliath out there who will threaten and 

seek to demoralise us. 

   2.   Even if Goliath falls or walks away, another Goliath will appear. 

B.  The internal stronghold is the way we perceive Goliath. 

   1.   If we are like the Israelites in 1 Samuel 17, we will remain hopeless and in perpetual despair. 

   2.   If we are like David we will see Goliath for what he is and God’s power for what it is. 

a.   Golaith’s threats were against God’s will. 

     (1)   He was but an uncircumcised Philistine. 

     (2)   He defied the armies of the living God. 

b.   David saw Goliath as fallen before he fell! ‘This day the Lord will hand you over to me, and I’ll 

strike you down and cut off your head. Today I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to 

the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and the whole world will know that there is a God 

in Israel’ (1 Sam. 17:46). 

     (1)   In David’s mind Goliath was already defeated. 

     (2)   Internally, then, the stronghold was brought down. 

C.  You may want to say: I will have the internal victory (when my mind is convinced) once 

there is an objective external victory. 

   1.   But that is ‘putting the cart before the horse’. 

a.   For the Israelites and David’s cynical brothers, there was no real victory. 

     (1)   They rejoiced, yes. 

     (2)   They shared in Goliath’s fall. 

b.   But they got no spiritual victory. 



     (1)   The real victory must be internal. 

     (2)   We are called to be ‘Davids’—not those weak Israelites! 

   2.   If you wait for the problem to be solved externally before you experience the internal power of 

the Holy Spirit, you will have no real victory. 

a.   For example, if you can only rejoice when: 

     (1)   The other person apologises to you— 

     (2)   The ‘problem’ person or situation is removed— 

     (3)   Things get better externally— 

You are like the Israelites and David’s brothers. 

That is not bringing down a stronghold. 

b.   Bringing down a stronghold is not what ‘they’ do or what someone else does for you. Rather: 

     (1)   When you have the victory inside before the answer is externally given to you (in other words, 

the problem is still there). 

     (2)   When you have totally forgiven, whether or not the other person apologised. 

     (3)   When you have the victory (inside) before the situation external to you is resolved. 

   3.   The stronghold is in your mind—it is you! 

a.   Not that David wasn’t thrilled—or even relieved—when he cut off Goliath’s head (1 Sam. 

17:50–54). 

b.   But David got the victory internally first. 

     (1)   This is the order God wants for all of us. 

     (2)   That is what is meant by bringing down strongholds. 

II.  How the internal victory is achieved 

A.  Know that the battle is the Lord’s. 

   1.   This was the key to David’s triumph. ‘All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword 

or spear that the Lord saves; for the battle is the Lord’s, and he will give all of you into our 

hands’ (1 Sam. 17:47). 

   2.   When King Jehoshaphat faced his greatest crisis: 

a.   He proclaimed a fast (2 Chron. 20:3). 

b.   He led the people in public prayer (2 Chron. 20:5–12). 

     (1)   He was scared! ‘We do not know what to do, but our eyes are upon you’ (2 Chron. 20:12). 

     (2)   We too feel this way when facing a stronghold, in this case the Moabites and Ammonites came 

to make war on Jehoshaphat (2 Chron. 20:1). 

c.   The Lord spoke: ‘The battle is not yours, but God’s’ (2 Chron. 20:15). ‘You will not have to 

fight this battle. Take up your positions; stand firm and see the deliverance the Lord will give 

you, O Judah and Jerusalem. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. Go out to face them 

tomorrow, and the Lord will be with you’ (2 Chron. 20:17). 



B.  Know what weapons to use. ‘We do not wage war as the world does. The weapons we fight 

with are not the weapons of the world’ (2 Cor. 10:3–4). 

   1.   When you are up against a spiritual stronghold, take a look at the weapons the enemy uses. 

a.   The enemy will always wage war according to the flesh—‘the standards of this world’ (2 Cor. 

10:2). 

b.   Here is how the enemy operates; he uses: 

     (1)   Fear: his chief weapon; to threaten or intimidate. 

(a)  Goliath used fear (1 Sam. 17:10, 44). 

(b)  Sennacharib’s method: fear (Isa. 37:9–13). 

(c)  This is the reason a lion roars before attacking his prey. ‘Be self-controlled and alert. Your 

enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour’ (1 Pet. 5:8). 

(d)  Note: when the enemy tries to intimidate this is your dead giveaway that he is using warfare 

according to the flesh. 

     (2)   Lies, as seen with Goliath and Sennacharib. 

(a)  ‘ “You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman, “For God knows that when you eat of 

it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil” ’ (Gen. 3:4). 

(b)  The devil is a liar and is the father of lies (John 8:44). 

(c)  The enemy will lie to you, propagate lies and try to get you to believe what is not true. 

     (3)   Deceit or flattery: buttering you up to get a favour. 

(a)  They ‘flatter others for their own advantage’ (Jude 16). 

(b)  ‘A flattering mouth works ruin’ (Prov. 26:28. cf. Prov. 28:23; 29:5). 

(c)  Many of us are gullible and vulnerable at this point; Satan knows this and will use it to the hilt! 

     (4)   Deceit by outward appearance. 

(a)  The actual stronghold Paul faced was the Judaizers who bolstered their own stature by an aura 

of prestige. 

(b)  When your enemy claims that the people are against you and the majority on their side, it is 

clear that he (or they) are waging warfare according to the flesh. 

(c)  ‘For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of 

what he has and does—comes not from the Father but from the world’ (1 John 2:16). 

     (5)   Divisiveness, or stirring up dissent. 

(a)  Satan fears unity in the body of Christ. 

(b)  Warfare according to the flesh: when the enemy finds something wrong and uses it to breed 

discord. 

(c)  ‘The Lord hates … a man who stirs up dissension among brothers’ (Prov. 6:16, 19). 

e.   Note: when you discern or detect that the enemy is waging warfare according to the flesh, be 

encouraged; it is the easiest battle of all to fight! 

   2.   Be absolutely sure your weapons are spiritual: 



a.   Never, never, never threaten. 

     (1)   It is the enemy who uses fear as a tactic. 

     (2)   Once you use fear you are in that moment disqualified to wage war in the Spirit; no stronghold 

will be demolished. 

     (3)   ‘There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with 

punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love’ (1 John 4:18). 

b.   Maintain transparent integrity. ‘To thine own self be true.’ Shakespeare. 

     (1)   When you are on the side of truth, live by it. 

     (2)   ‘You know how we lived among you for your sake’ (1 Thess. 1:5). 

     (3)   ‘Speaking the truth in love’ (Eph. 4:15). 

c.   Avoid feigned affection or admiration. 

     (1)   There is a place for encouraging others, of course. 

     (2)   But the need to pour on a lot of compliments and accolades often springs from: 

(a)  Insecure people. 

(b)  Insincere people. 

     (1)   Paul: ‘We never used flattery’ (1 Thess. 2:5). 

d.   Don’t try to impress by prestige or proving yourself. 

     (1)   ‘It is mine to avenge’ (Rom. 12:19. cf. Deut. 32:35). 

     (2)   ‘When words are many, sin is not absent, but he who holds his tongue is wise’ (Prov. 10:19). 

     (3)   ‘Methinks the lady doth protest too much’ (Shakespeare). 

     (4)   The greatest freedom is having nothing to prove. E.g.: 

(a)  By education or culture. 

(b)  By position or who you know. 

e.   Be a peacemaker. 

     (1)   ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God’ (Matt. 5:9). 

     (2)   ‘Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace’ (Eph. 4:3). 

     (3)   You will often find yourself in a position to widen a gap or close it—this is a wonderful time to 

be gracious and to be a true healer between estranged people. 

C.  Be yourself and walk in the light (1 John 1:7). 

   1.   David rejected Saul’s armour (1 Sam. 17:39). 

a.   He knew he must live in the anointing God gave him. 

b.   God never promotes us to the level of our incompetence. 

   2.   By living within the anointing God gave him (not outside of it), David knew in his heart what he 

could do (1 Sam. 17:34–37). 

a.   We all have our gifts (1 Cor. 12:11). 

b.   In the body of Christ we must not pretend to be the eye or the ear if we are the hand or small 

intestine (1 Cor. 12:12–27). 



   3.   The light God gives will be known by inner peace (Rom. 14:19). 

a.   We will never be called by God to violate our peace. 

b.   David had peace to proceed; he slew Goliath. 

   4.   At the end of the day the stronghold comes down by what God does and what we do. 

a.   Paul stated an apparent contradiction. 

     (1)   ‘They’—meaning spiritual weapons—what God does (2 Cor. 10:4). 

     (2)   ‘We’—meaning what we are consequently able to do—viz. demolish strongholds (2 Cor. 10:5). 

b.   Sometimes God will require us to act; when we have followed the principles above: 

     (1)   We will know when to act. 

     (2)   We will have total peace. 

     (3)   The strongholds will come down. 

c.   Jehoshaphat appointed men to sing to the Lord! ‘As they began to sing and praise, the Lord set 

ambushes against the men of Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir who were invading Judah, and 

they were defeated’ (2 Chron. 20:22). 

III. Replacing strongholds 

A.  This refers to what we do as a parallel responsibility in bringing the stronghold down: ‘And 

we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ’ (2 Cor. 10:5). 

   1.   This is not just follow-up to all the above. 

   2.   This is done parallel to carrying out these principles. And 

a.   It is done simultaneously to: 

     (1)   Knowing the battle is the Lord’s. 

     (2)   Knowing the right weaponry. 

     (3)   Being ourselves and walking in the light. 

b.   Walking in the light consists in: 

     (1)   ‘Casting down imaginations’ (2 Cor. 10:5, av). 

     (2)   ‘Bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ’ (2 Cor. 10:5, av). 

     (3)   Note: 2 Corinthians 10:5 is so profound we almost need several translations to fathom the depth 

of it. 

B.  If this parallel responsibility does not emerge, the old stronghold will likely rebuild! 

   1.   This means that what has been demolished must be replaced with something! 

a.   After the dentist drills the cavity, the tooth is filled. 

b.   It was one thing for the Berlin Wall to fall, quite another to help those who lived on the other 

side of it. 

   2.   We have therefore three steps before there is a total victory: 

a.   Recognising the stronghold. 

b.   Bringing the stronghold down (internally). 

c.   Replacing the stronghold. 



C.  Two things replace the stronghold: 

   1.   We take captive every thought: sinful thinking, imaginary conversations, etc., so that 

strongholds won’t creep back in. 

a.   We have been given authorization to make prisoners of war the very thoughts that rebel against 

the will of God. 

b.   Paul does not mean he can ‘out-debate his opponents and drive them shamefaced from the stage’ 

(D. A. Carson). 

c.   It means to reject thoughts Satan puts there: 

     (1)   Accusations of the devil. 

     (2)   Temptations of the flesh. 

     (3)   Feelings of self-pity. 

     (4)   The attempt to take vengeance into your own hands. 

   2.   We make every thought obedient to Christ. 

a.   Instead of making God conform to my wish, I acquiesce to what he wants—no matter how much 

it hurts. 

     (1)   It means climbing down from what I wanted. 

     (2)   It means affirming what he wants. 

b.   This may mean: 

     (1)   Showing a submissive spirit to leadership (or to your husband). 

     (2)   Showing unselfish love for those near you (or to your wife). 

c.   Obedience means that Christ gave a word that was to be obeyed. There are no exceptions: 

‘Every thought.’ 

Conclusion 

When we recognise a stronghold we can either be defeated or we can recognise the power of 

God to demolish it. The choice is ours. The battle is the Lord’s and he has already won the 

victory. We will triumph over strongholds if we recognise them for what they are, devices of the 

devil, and if we attack them with spiritual rather than human weapons. Satan’s weapons are lies, 

deceit etc. Ours are the weapons of prayer, integrity and godliness. 

The stronghold may come down in varying degrees. Sometimes the external stronghold 

comes down in one go—like David slaying Goliath. At other times a stronghold is taken a little 

bit at a time. Even Jesus healed in two stages (Mark 8:22–25). An internal stronghold may be 

demolished in stages; e.g.: totally forgiving others often takes time; we may continue to struggle 

with having to reject weapons according to the flesh. The chief thing to realise is that the 

stronghold is a mindset. This means we must get the internal victory. If the enemy falls in our 

minds—because we are going to let the Lord fight our battle—the stronghold has come down. 

And what if the external stronghold never comes down? ‘Though the fig-tree does not bud 

and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, 



though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I 

will be joyful in God my Saviour’ (Hab. 3:17–18). 
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TEMPTATION 

Introduction 

A.  The first book I ever saw that was written by Dr R T Williams (the man I was named after) 

was Temptation. 

   1.   The big difference between his theology and mine is this: 

a.   He believed that if you gave in to temptation you lost your salvation. 

b.   I believe that if you give in to temptation: 

     (1)   You lose fellowship with God (1 John 1:7). 

     (2)   You lose the joy of your salvation (Ps. 51:12). 

     (3)   You lose your reward in heaven unless you repent in the meantime (1 Cor. 3:15). 

   2.   But the impact of Dr Williams’s book will hopefully be matched by my lesson: temptation is to be 

resisted. 

a.   We give in to it to our peril and regret. 

b.   Even though ‘all things work together for good to those who love God,’ (Rom. 8:28, av), it is 

better not to have sinned. 

     (1)   Jonah’s big lesson was: it wasn’t worth it (Jon. 2:8). 

     (2)   And the fact that something works together for good (and it will) doesn’t mean it was right at the 

time. 

B.  Greek: 

   1.   Peirazo; used 39 times in the New Testament. 

a.   Verb: ‘to test someone’ or ‘to make an attempt’. 

b.   E.g., Matthew 4:1; Acts 5:9; Hebrews 4:15; James 1:13. 

   2.   Peirasmos, used 21 times. 

a.   ‘Being put to the test’; ‘making an effort’. 

b.   E.g., Matthew 6:13; 26:41; 1 Corinthians 10:13; 1 Timothy 6:9. 

   3.   The problem: ‘trial’ and ‘temptation’ come from the same word. 

a.   Only the context suggests which is meant. 

     (1)   James 1:2: ‘trials’. 

     (2)   James 1:3: ‘tempted’. 

b.   Sometimes they are interchangeable, as in 1 Corinthians 10:13: ‘No temptation has seized you 

except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what 

you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up 

under it.’ 

C.  Definition: the state of being attracted to say, do or feel what is wrong. 



   1.   We don’t need a degree or further training in how to be tempted! 

a.   We were born in sin (Ps. 51:5). 

b.   We came from our mother’s womb speaking lies (Ps. 58:3). 

   2.   And yet even Eve in an unfallen state was tempted (Gen. 3:6). As Augustine put it: 

a.   We were created ‘able to sin.’ 

b.   After the fall we were ‘not able not to sin.’ 

c.   After conversion we are ‘able not to sin.’ 

d.   When we are glorified we will be ‘unable to sin.’ 

   3.   Clarification of our definition: 

a.   Being attracted to what is wrong. 

     (1)   The wrong: sin. 

     (2)   Temptation may sometimes apply to what is not necessarily sin, but for our purposes in this 

lesson we refer to temptation and sin. 

b.   To say, do or feel. 

     (1)   We sin by our words. 

     (2)   We sin by our deeds. 

     (3)   We sin by our thoughts. 

D.  Why is this lesson important? 

   1.   It touches the whole of our lives; nobody is exempt from temptation. 

   2.   If we can learn about the origin of temptation, we can better understand ourselves and what is 

going on when we are tempted. 

   3.   We need to see that there are many kinds of temptation. 

a.   To some, ‘sex’ is the first thing that enters people’s minds when the word ‘temptation’ is used. 

b.   To others, pride or the love of money is what one thinks of. 

   4.   We must see that resisting temptation is essential to Christian living. 

   5.   We must remember that only Jesus perfectly resisted temptation and we shall examine some of 

his temptations. 

I.    God and temptation 

A.  One of the hardest lines to draw is how to explain exactly the origin of temptation. 

   1.   James 1:13–15 is explicit: ‘When tempted, no-one should say,”God is tempting me.” For God 

cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; but each one is tempted when, by his own 

evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; 

and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.’ 

a.   This removes God from the responsibility for our being tempted. 

b.   The easiest thing in the world to do is to conclude hastily ‘God is tempting me.’ Why? 

     (1)   Temptation is so natural; it comes passively. 

     (2)   Temptation is so ‘providential’ (Jon. 1:1–3). 



   2.   And yet James also said: ‘Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many 

kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.’ (Jam. 1:2). 

a.   It is the same Greek word but almost certainly ‘trial’ is correct. 

b.   It is also implied that God is behind the trial. 

     (1)   This is why it is a difficult problem. 

     (2)   It is a hard line to draw. 

   3.   Providences and temptation. 

a.   Genesis 22:1 clearly says that God ‘tested’ Abraham. 

     (1)   In the Septuagint it is the same Greek word; hence the AV says that God ‘did tempt’. 

     (2)   ‘Tested’ is obviously the better word. 

b.   Matthew 4:1 says, ‘Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil.’ 

     (1)   Jesus was to be tempted by Satan. 

     (2)   And yet he was led by the Holy Spirit to be tempted! 

B.  The only conclusion: 

   1.   God is the architect of the situation that lies behind our being tempted. 

a.   He doesn’t do the ‘tempting’. 

b.   But he tests us by letting us be tempted. 

   2.   In a word: he permits the temptation. 

a.   He creates a situation that lets us see how strong we are. 

b.   He does not directly tempt us but the situation he brings about is his test for us. 

     (1)   Never forget 1 Corinthians 10:13 ‘No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. 

And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are 

tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.’ 

     (2)   And yet a petition in the Lord’s Prayer is: ‘And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

the evil one’ (Matt. 6:13). 

c.   Every temptation must be seen as a ‘test’ from God—for us to see what we are. ‘But when 

envoys were sent by the rulers of Babylon to ask him about the miraculous sign that had 

occurred in the land, God left him to test him and to know everything that was in his heart’ (2 

Chron. 32:31). 

C.  The reverse: our tempting God. 

   1.   This is one thing (you may be sure) God doesn’t like! 

a.   ‘Do not test the Lord your God as you did at Massah’ (Deut. 6:16). 

b.   Jesus quoted this back to Satan who had just said, ‘If you are the Son of God … throw yourself 

down. For it is written: “He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in 

their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.” ’ ‘Jesus answered him, “It is 

also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test’ ” ’ (Matt. 4:6, 7). 

   2.   How might we tempt or test God? 



a.   By challenging him, as the devil tempted Jesus to do. 

     (1)   To challenge his power, since God can do anything. 

     (2)   To take advantage of his promise, as the devil did by quoting (above) Psalm 91:11–12. 

b.   By presumption, assuming you will not get found out. 

     (1)   ‘Peter said to her, “How could you agree to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look! The feet of the men 

who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also” ’ (Acts 5:9). 

     (2)   Ananias and Sapphira underestimated the power of the Spirit that was present. 

c.   By sulking, thinking that your anger will move God to do something. 

     (1)   ‘For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God’ (Jas. 1:20 av). 

     (2)   We sometimes fancy that God will feel sorry for us when we sulk in his presence. Wrong. 

d.   By deliberately walking into temptation. 

     (1)   ‘Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the 

desires of the sinful nature’ (Rom. 13:14). 

     (2)   We may fancy we will be strong enough; the truth is, most of us have a shrewd suspicion where 

temptation is likely to emerge. 

   3.   The only exception: (Mal. 3:10–12). 

II.  Temptation and the flesh 

A.  The flesh is the sinful part of the soul. 

   1.   That is not the only way the word is used in the New Testament of course (cf. 1 Cor. 15:39). 

   2.   But that is a prominent strain in Paul’s letters. 

a.   ‘So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature’ (Gal. 5:16). 

b.   ‘The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry 

and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and 

envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this 

will not inherit the kingdom of God’ (Gal. 5:19–21). 

   3.   The flesh therefore largely refers to fallen nature. 

a.   It is what we inherited from Adam’s fall (Rom. 5:12). 

b.   We are born with it and therefore have to reckon with it—even after our conversion. 

   4.   The immediate origin of the temptation therefore is the flesh. ‘When tempted, no-one should say, 

“God is tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; but each 

one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed’ (Jas. 1:13–14). 

a.   James will not allow us to lay the responsibility for temptation in God’s lap. 

b.   We can resist it—1 Corinthians 10:13! 

     (1)   We therefore must reckon God would not allow it were we not able to resist it. 

     (2)   We have only ourselves to blame if we give in. 

B.  Kinds of temptation 

   1.   Sex 



a.   Sex is a God-given, biological desire. 

     (1)   Like hunger, we would not eat if there were no appetite. 

     (2)   God gave us hunger to keep us alive. 

b.   If sex were not desirable there would be no motive to ‘be fruitful and increase in number’ (Gen. 

1:28). 

     (1)   God made sex fun! 

     (2)   Sex was not born in Hollywood but at the Throne of Grace. 

c.   But God decreed that sex be two things: 

     (1)   Monogamous—with one partner in marriage only. 

     (2)   Heterosexual—with the opposite sex only. 

d.   Sex outside marriage is therefore sin. 

     (1)   It is adultery when one or both is already married. 

     (2)   It is fornication (immorality) if unmarried. 

   2.   Pride, or self-esteem 

a.   Sex and pride are closely akin. Some are sexually tempted, or involved in tempting, when their 

self-esteem needs to be bolstered. 

b.   Pride also manifests itself in: 

     (1)   Ambition: Ecclesiastes 4:4. 

     (2)   Jealousy: 1 Samuel 18:9. 

     (3)   Gossip: James 3. 

     (4)   Slander: Ephesians 4:31–32. 

     (5)   Unforgiving spirit: Matthew 18:23–35. 

     (6)   Need for prestige: 1 John 2:16. 

     (7)   Prejudice: (racial, cultural, educational) Acts 22:21–22. 

     (8)   Hatred: 1 John 2:9, 11. 

     (9)   Not witnessing: James 4:17; Matthew 28:19–20. 

   (10)   Self-righteousness: Job 42:6. 

   (11)   Legalism: Galatians 3:4. 

   (12)   Self-pity: 1 Kings 19:4. 

   (13)   Anger: Jonah 4. 

   3.   Insecurity, resulting in: 

a.   Greed, or the love of money (1 Tim. 6:10). 

b.   Controlling others, e.g.: 

     (1)   Taking power. 

     (2)   Manipulating people. 

c.   Jealousy, slander, etc.. 

d.   Not tithing (Mal. 3:10). 



e.   Fear (2 Tim. 1:7). 

   4.   Unbelief 

a.   The first temptation is often this: 

     (1)   To doubt God’s Word (Gen. 3:1). 

     (2)   To doubt one’s position or calling (Matt. 4:3). 

b.   This of course is the opposite of faith. 

     (1)   It was Israel’s downfall in the desert (Heb. 3:12). 

     (2)   It is subtle and possibly the most dangerous of all temptations (Heb. 4:11). 

   5.   Cares of this life. 

a.   This temptation seems so harmless at first (Matt. 6:25–34). 

b.   Martha felt justified in such (Luke 10:40). 

c.   The result: the temptation to let prayer, Bible reading, commitment to God’s work, take less of a 

priority. 

     (1)   Our minds wandering in worship. 

     (2)   Not worshipping at all. 

     (3)   Not witnessing for the Lord. 

III. Temptation and the devil 

A.  The devil basically tempts in two ways: 

   1.   Directly, when he confronts you as though apart from the flesh. 

a.   He may come on to you with a spirit of fear. 

b.   He may take those captive who have not been living close to God (2 Tim. 2:26). 

   2.   Indirectly, his common procedure. 

a.   This is when he takes advantage of the flesh (see all the above). 

b.   It is when he plays into our weaknesses, superimposing the force of his power on what is weak 

already, e.g.:temptation to sex or temptation to fear. 

c.   He will use people (almost always) to get at you: 

     (1)   Through misunderstanding. 

     (2)   Hurting your feelings. 

     (3)   Through lies. 

     (4)   Accusation. 

B.  The devil’s chief weapon: to accuse. 

   1.   He is called ‘the accuser of the brothers’ (Rev. 12:10). 

a.   He will say, ‘You cannot possibly be a Christian.’ 

b.   He will say, ‘God surely doesn’t love you.’ 

c.   He will throw up every skeleton in your cupboard (we all have them). 

   2.   He will use people who are intimidating: 

a.   To make you feel guilty. 



b.   To make you feel you cannot succeed. 

C.  In a word: he works through our weaknesses. 

But remember: the devil can proceed no further than God allows (Job 1). And never forget: (1 

Cor. 10:13)! 

IV. Temptation and Jesus 

A.  Jesus as a man knew temptation. 

   1.   ‘Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being 

tempted’ (Heb. 2:18). 

   2.   ‘For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathise with our weaknesses, but we have 

one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin’ (Heb. 4:15). 

B.  Jesus was tempted throughout the whole of his life, but we know of certain explicit 

examples. 

   1.   When he was tempted by the devil at the beginning of his ministry (Matt. 4:1–11; Mark 1:12–13; 

Luke 4:1–13). 

a.   He was tempted to unbelief (Matt. 4:3). 

b.   He was tempted to give in because he was hungry (Matt. 4:3). 

c.   He was tempted to test God (Matt. 4:5–7). 

d.   He was tempted to pride and to worship Satan (Matt. 4:8–10). 

e.   Note: this account is by no means the whole of Jesus’ temptation; Hebrews 4:15 makes that 

clear. 

   2.   During the whole of his ministry. 

a.   Knowing what Judas was like but never revealing it (John 2:25; 6:70ff). 

b.   His relationship with his critics. 

     (1)   ‘The Pharisees and Sadducees came to Jesus and tested him by asking him to show them a sign 

from heaven’ (Matt. 16:1). 

     (2)   ‘Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words’ (Matt. 22:15. cf. Matt. 

22:18). 

     (3)   The same was true with the question and illustration put to him by the Sadducees (Matt. 22:23–

33). 

     (4)   ‘Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. One of them, an 

expert in the law, tested him with this question: “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in 

the Law?” ’ (Matt. 22:34–36). 

   3.   His final hours. 

a.   Betrayal (John 13:27–30). 

b.   Loneliness (Mark 14:37). 

c.   Rejection (Matt. 26:56). 

d.   Peter’s denial (Matt. 26:69–74. Cf. Matt. 26:31–35). 



e.   The ‘trial’. 

     (1)   Before the Sanhedrin (Matt. 26:57–67). 

     (2)   Before Pilate (Matt. 27:11–26). 

     (3)   Before Herod (Luke 23:6–11). 

     (4)   Before Pilate (Luke 23:13–25; John 18:28–19:16). 

f.    The crucifixion. 

     (1)   Refusing to retort (Luke 23:34). 

     (2)   Not explaining himself. 

g.   Feeling deserted by the Father (Mark 15:34). 

V.  Resisting temptation 

A.  Any temptation can be resisted (1 Cor. 10:13). 

   1.   Satan will accuse God by saying, ‘1 Corinthians 10:13 is not true.’ 

   2.   In weakness we want to justify ourselves and claim, ‘This is too great a temptation—I cannot but 

give in.’ 

a.   All temptation appears ‘providential’. 

b.   We never know how strong we will be. 

c.   Satan exploits our vulnerability. 

B.  The order by which temptation is to be resisted: 

   1.   ‘Watch and pray’—in that order (Mark 14:38). 

a.   If we pray, then watch, we tend to ‘pass the buck’ to God for not answering our prayer! 

b.   Watching first—up to us—is to be our priority. 

   2.   Make no provision for the sinful nature (Rom. 13:14). 

a.   Be shrewd enough to know where temptation can be found—and avoid it. 

b.   This may refer to people as well as places. 

c.   Billy Sunday: ‘The reason so many Christians fall into sin is that they treat temptation like 

strawberry shortcake instead of a rattlesnake.’ 

   3.   Consider how awful you will feel if you give in. 

a.   Jonah concluded: ‘It wasn’t worth it’ (Jon. 2:1ff). 

b.   So will you; spare yourself the heartache and possibly years of regret. 

Conclusion 

No-one is exempt from temptation, nor will we be until the day we die. God in his 

sovereignty allows the situations in which we are tempted, but he does not tempt. However, he 

uses our temptations to test us. Satan exploits our weaknesses and, when we fall, he uses the 

situation to tempt us to doubt our standing with God. 

Every temptation can be resisted. A strategy for resisting temptation: (1) watch and pray, (2) 

avoid situations in which we know we are likely to be tempted, (3) think how we will feel if we 

give in. 



Jesus was tempted. He understands our struggles.1 

------------------------- 

 
1 Kendall, R. T. Understanding Theology, Volume Two. Ross-shire, Great Britain: Christian 

Focus, 2000. Print. 
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79 Bible Verses about Blessings 
And Curses 

Deuteronomy 28:1-68 ESV / 119 helpful votes 
“And if you faithfully obey the voice of the your God, being careful to do all his 

commandments that I command you today, the your God will set you high above all the 

nations of the earth. And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, if 

you obey the voice of the your God. Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall 

you be in the field. Blessed shall be the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your ground 

and the fruit of your cattle, the increase of your herds and the young of your flock. 

Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. ... 

Deuteronomy 30:19 ESV / 90 helpful votes 
I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and 

death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may live, 

1 Timothy 5:8 ESV / 48 helpful votes 
But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for members of his 

household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. 

Jeremiah 17:5-8 ESV / 39 helpful votes 
Thus says the : “Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength, 

whose heart turns away from the . He is like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see 

any good come. He shall dwell in the parched places of the wilderness, in an 

uninhabited salt land. “Blessed is the man who trusts in the , whose trust is the . He is 

like a tree planted by water, that sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear 
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when heat comes, for its leaves remain green, and is not anxious in the year of 

drought, for it does not cease to bear fruit.” 

Galatians 3:10 ESV / 37 helpful votes 
For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed be 

everyone who does not abide by all things written in the Book of the Law, and do 

them.” 

Romans 15:13 ESV / 33 helpful votes 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of 

the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

Deuteronomy 28:47-48 ESV / 30 helpful votes 
Because you did not serve the your God with joyfulness and gladness of heart, because 

of the abundance of all things, therefore you shall serve your enemies whom the will 

send against you, in hunger and thirst, in nakedness, and lacking everything. And he 

will put a yoke of iron on your neck until he has destroyed you. 

Exodus 20:1-26 ESV / 30 helpful votes 
And God spoke all these words, saying, “I am the your God, who brought you out of the 

land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. “You shall have no other gods before me. 

“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in 

heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 

You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the your God am a jealous God, 

visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation 

of those who hate me, ... 

Romans 12:19 ESV / 27 helpful votes 
Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, 

“Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 

James 3:10 ESV / 26 helpful votes 
From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things ought not 

to be so. 

Romans 13:4 ESV / 24 helpful votes 
For he is God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not 

bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God's 

wrath on the wrongdoer. 
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Malachi 3:10 ESV / 24 helpful votes 
Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And 

thereby put me to the test, says the of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven 

for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need. 

Leviticus 26:1-46 ESV / 24 helpful votes 
“You shall not make idols for yourselves or erect an image or pillar, and you shall not 

set up a figured stone in your land to bow down to it, for I am the your God. You shall 

keep my Sabbaths and reverence my sanctuary: I am the . “If you walk in my statutes 

and observe my commandments and do them, then I will give you your rains in their 

season, and the land shall yield its increase, and the trees of the field shall yield their 

fruit. Your threshing shall last to the time of the grape harvest, and the grape harvest 

shall last to the time for sowing. And you shall eat your bread to the full and dwell in 

your land securely. ... 

Genesis 28:14 ESV / 24 helpful votes 
Your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the 

west and to the east and to the north and to the south, and in you and your offspring 

shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 

Psalm 46:1 ESV / 20 helpful votes 
To the choirmaster. Of the Sons of Korah. According to Alamoth. A Song. God is our 

refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

Numbers 6:24-26 ESV / 16 helpful votes 
The bless you and keep you; the make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to 

you; the lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

Genesis 4:1-26 ESV / 16 helpful votes 
Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have gotten 

a man with the help of the .” And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a 

keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the ground. In the course of time Cain brought 

to the an offering of the fruit of the ground, and Abel also brought of the firstborn of 

his flock and of their fat portions. And the had regard for Abel and his offering, but for 

Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell. ... 

1 Corinthians 13:3 ESV / 15 helpful votes 
If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I 

gain nothing. 
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Luke 10:27 ESV / 15 helpful votes 
And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as 

yourself.” 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 ESV / 14 helpful votes 
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, 

equipped for every good work. 

Matthew 4:1-25 ESV / 14 helpful votes 
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And 

after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. And the tempter came and said 

to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 

But he answered, “It is written, “‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 

that comes from the mouth of God.’” Then the devil took him to the holy city and set 

him on the pinnacle of the temple ... 

Isaiah 35:1-10 ESV / 14 helpful votes 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom like 

the crocus; it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of 

Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the 

glory of the , the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the 

feeble knees. Say to those who have an anxious heart, “Be strong; fear not! Behold, 

your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will come and 

save you.” Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 

unstopped; ... 

Proverbs 25:26 ESV / 14 helpful votes 
Like a muddied spring or a polluted fountain is a righteous man who gives way before 

the wicked. 

2 Corinthians 9:7 ESV / 13 helpful votes 
Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 

for God loves a cheerful giver. 

John 14:15 ESV / 13 helpful votes 
“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 
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John 3:16-17 ESV / 12 helpful votes 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 

John 14:26 ESV / 11 helpful votes 
But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach 

you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 

Matthew 6:1-4 ESV / 11 helpful votes 
“Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by 

them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. “Thus, when 

you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 

synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, 

they have received their reward. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left 

hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. And 

your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

2 Chronicles 17:1-19 ESV / 11 helpful votes 
Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his place and strengthened himself against Israel. He 

placed forces in all the fortified cities of Judah and set garrisons in the land of Judah, 

and in the cities of Ephraim that Asa his father had captured. The was with 

Jehoshaphat, because he walked in the earlier ways of his father David. He did not seek 

the Baals, but sought the God of his father and walked in his commandments, and not 

according to the practices of Israel. Therefore the established the kingdom in his hand. 

And all Judah brought tribute to Jehoshaphat, and he had great riches and honor. ... 

Exodus 22:2-3 ESV / 11 helpful votes 
If a thief is found breaking in and is struck so that he dies, there shall be no bloodguilt 

for him, but if the sun has risen on him, there shall be bloodguilt for him. He shall 

surely pay. If he has nothing, then he shall be sold for his theft. 

Exodus 22:1-31 ESV / 11 helpful votes 
“If a man steals an ox or a sheep, and kills it or sells it, he shall repay five oxen for an 

ox, and four sheep for a sheep. If a thief is found breaking in and is struck so that he 

dies, there shall be no bloodguilt for him, but if the sun has risen on him, there shall be 

bloodguilt for him. He shall surely pay. If he has nothing, then he shall be sold for his 

theft. If the stolen beast is found alive in his possession, whether it is an ox or a donkey 

or a sheep, he shall pay double. “If a man causes a field or vineyard to be grazed over, 
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or lets his beast loose and it feeds in another man's field, he shall make restitution from 

the best in his own field and in his own vineyard. ... 

Genesis 14:18-20 ESV / 11 helpful votes 
And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He was priest of God Most 

High.) And he blessed him and said, “Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Possessor of 

heaven and earth; and blessed be God Most High, who has delivered your enemies into 

your hand!” And Abram gave him a tenth of everything. 

Acts 11:27-29 ESV / 10 helpful votes 
Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. And one of them 

named Agabus stood up and foretold by the Spirit that there would be a great famine 

over all the world (this took place in the days of Claudius). So the disciples determined, 

everyone according to his ability, to send relief to the brothers living in Judea. 

Ephesians 4:1-32 ESV / 9 helpful votes 
I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling 

to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing 

with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs 

to your call— one Lord, one faith, one baptism, ... 

Hebrews 13:8 ESV / 8 helpful votes 
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

Luke 23:1-56 ESV / 8 helpful votes 
Then the whole company of them arose and brought him before Pilate. And they began 

to accuse him, saying, “We found this man misleading our nation and forbidding us to 

give tribute to Caesar, and saying that he himself is Christ, a king.” And Pilate asked 

him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” And he answered him, “You have said so.” Then 

Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no guilt in this man.” But they 

were urgent, saying, “He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all Judea, from 

Galilee even to this place.” ... 

Matthew 5:1-48 ESV / 8 helpful votes 
Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples 

came to him. And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: “Blessed are the poor 

in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. “Blessed are those who mourn, for they 

shall be comforted. “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. ... 
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Psalm 129:8 ESV / 8 helpful votes 
Nor do those who pass by say, “The blessing of the be upon you! We bless you in the 

name of the !” 

Judges 5:8 ESV / 8 helpful votes 
When new gods were chosen, then war was in the gates. Was shield or spear to be 

seen among forty thousand in Israel? 

Exodus 21:24-25 ESV / 8 helpful votes 
Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for 

wound, stripe for stripe. 

Matthew 26:52-54 ESV / 7 helpful votes 
Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place. For all who take the sword 

will perish by the sword. Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at 

once send me more than twelve legions of angels? But how then should the Scriptures 

be fulfilled, that it must be so?” 

Matthew 10:32 ESV / 7 helpful votes 
So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my 

Father who is in heaven, 

Malachi 3:6 ESV / 7 helpful votes 
“For I the do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. 

1 Samuel 25:13 ESV / 7 helpful votes 
And David said to his men, “Every man strap on his sword!” And every man of them 

strapped on his sword. David also strapped on his sword. And about four hundred men 

went up after David, while two hundred remained with the baggage. 

Romans 12:21 ESV / 6 helpful votes 
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

Luke 11:42 ESV / 6 helpful votes 
“But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and every herb, and neglect 

justice and the love of God. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the 

others. 

Matthew 15:1-39 ESV / 6 helpful votes 
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Then Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem and said, “Why do your 

disciples break the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands when they 

eat.” He answered them, “And why do you break the commandment of God for the 

sake of your tradition? For God commanded, ‘Honor your father and your mother,’ and, 

‘Whoever reviles father or mother must surely die.’ But you say, ‘If anyone tells his 

father or his mother, “What you would have gained from me is given to God,” ... 

Psalm 109:1-31 ESV / 6 helpful votes 
To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. Be not silent, O God of my praise! For wicked 

and deceitful mouths are opened against me, speaking against me with lying tongues. 

They encircle me with words of hate, and attack me without cause. In return for my 

love they accuse me, but I give myself to prayer. So they reward me evil for good, and 

hatred for my love. ... 

Numbers 18:21 ESV / 6 helpful votes 
“To the Levites I have given every tithe in Israel for an inheritance, in return for their 

service that they do, their service in the tent of meeting, 

Genesis 9:5-6 ESV / 6 helpful votes 
And for your lifeblood I will require a reckoning: from every beast I will require it and 

from man. From his fellow man I will require a reckoning for the life of man. “Whoever 

sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed, for God made man in his own 

image. 

Genesis 1:27 ESV / 6 helpful votes 
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and 

female he created them. 

Mark 7:9-13 ESV / 5 helpful votes 
And he said to them, “You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of God in 

order to establish your tradition! For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your mother’; 

and, ‘Whoever reviles father or mother must surely die.’ But you say, ‘If a man tells his 

father or his mother, “Whatever you would have gained from me is Corban”’ (that is, 

given to God)— then you no longer permit him to do anything for his father or mother, 

thus making void the word of God by your tradition that you have handed down. And 

many such things you do.” 

Matthew 6:22-23 ESV / 5 helpful votes 
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“The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full 

of light, but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light 

in you is darkness, how great is the darkness! 

Matthew 4:7 ESV / 5 helpful votes 
Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 

Psalm 144:1 ESV / 5 helpful votes 
Of David. Blessed be the , my rock, who trains my hands for war, and my fingers for 

battle; 

Nehemiah 10:38 ESV / 5 helpful votes 
And the priest, the son of Aaron, shall be with the Levites when the Levites receive the 

tithes. And the Levites shall bring up the tithe of the tithes to the house of our God, to 

the chambers of the storehouse. 

1 Samuel 13:22-23 ESV / 5 helpful votes 
So on the day of the battle there was neither sword nor spear found in the hand of any 

of the people with Saul and Jonathan, but Saul and Jonathan his son had them. And the 

garrison of the Philistines went out to the pass of Michmash. 

1 Samuel 13:19-20 ESV / 5 helpful votes 
Now there was no blacksmith to be found throughout all the land of Israel, for the 

Philistines said, “Lest the Hebrews make themselves swords or spears.” But every one 

of the Israelites went down to the Philistines to sharpen his plowshare, his mattock, his 

axe, or his sickle, 

Deuteronomy 11:26-29 ESV / 5 helpful votes 
“See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse: the blessing, if you obey 

the commandments of the your God, which I command you today, and the curse, if you 

do not obey the commandments of the your God, but turn aside from the way that I am 

commanding you today, to go after other gods that you have not known. And when the 

your God brings you into the land that you are entering to take possession of it, you 

shall set the blessing on Mount Gerizim and the curse on Mount Ebal. 

2 Corinthians 8:12 ESV / 4 helpful votes 
For if the readiness is there, it is acceptable according to what a person has, not 

according to what he does not have. 

Romans 16:20 ESV / 4 helpful votes 
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The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ be with you. 

Romans 11:35 ESV / 4 helpful votes 
“Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?” 

Romans 5:19 ESV / 4 helpful votes 
For as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one 

man's obedience the many will be made righteous. 

John 18:1-40 ESV / 4 helpful votes 
When Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the Kidron 

Valley, where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. Now Judas, who 

betrayed him, also knew the place, for Jesus often met there with his disciples. So 

Judas, having procured a band of soldiers and some officers from the chief priests and 

the Pharisees, went there with lanterns and torches and weapons. Then Jesus, knowing 

all that would happen to him, came forward and said to them, “Whom do you seek?” 

They answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am he.” Judas, who 

betrayed him, was standing with them. ... 

Luke 10:30-37 ESV / 4 helpful votes 
Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among 

robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. Now by 

chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the 

other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on 

the other side. But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he 

saw him, he had compassion. He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil 

and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and took care 

of him. ... 

Mark 7:1-37 ESV / 4 helpful votes 
Now when the Pharisees gathered to him, with some of the scribes who had come from 

Jerusalem, they saw that some of his disciples ate with hands that were defiled, that is, 

unwashed. (For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they wash their hands, 

holding to the tradition of the elders, and when they come from the marketplace, they 

do not eat unless they wash. And there are many other traditions that they observe, 

such as the washing of cups and pots and copper vessels and dining couches.) And the 

Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not walk according to the 

tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” ... 
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Matthew 7:13-14 ESV / 4 helpful votes 
“Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to 

destruction, and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the way is 

hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few. 

Matthew 5:38-39 ESV / 4 helpful votes 
“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I say 

to you, Do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, 

turn to him the other also. 

Matthew 5:19 ESV / 4 helpful votes 
Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others 

to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them 

and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 

Haggai 2:8 ESV / 4 helpful votes 
The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, declares the of hosts. 

Habakkuk 1:13 ESV / 4 helpful votes 
You who are of purer eyes than to see evil and cannot look at wrong, why do you idly 

look at traitors and remain silent when the wicked swallows up the man more righteous 

than he? 

Nehemiah 4:17-18 ESV / 4 helpful votes 
Who were building on the wall. Those who carried burdens were loaded in such a way 

that each labored on the work with one hand and held his weapon with the other. And 

each of the builders had his sword strapped at his side while he built. The man who 

sounded the trumpet was beside me. 

2 Chronicles 17:10 ESV / 4 helpful votes 
And the fear of the fell upon all the kingdoms of the lands that were around Judah, and 

they made no war against Jehoshaphat. 

1 Samuel 8:11 ESV / 4 helpful votes 
He said, “These will be the ways of the king who will reign over you: he will take your 

sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen and to run before his 

chariots. 

Joshua 8:33-35 ESV / 4 helpful votes 
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And all Israel, sojourner as well as native born, with their elders and officers and their 

judges, stood on opposite sides of the ark before the Levitical priests who carried the 

ark of the covenant of the , half of them in front of Mount Gerizim and half of them in 

front of Mount Ebal, just as Moses the servant of the had commanded at the first, to 

bless the people of Israel. And afterward he read all the words of the law, the blessing 

and the curse, according to all that is written in the Book of the Law. There was not a 

word of all that Moses commanded that Joshua did not read before all the assembly of 

Israel, and the women, and the little ones, and the sojourners who lived among them. 

Deuteronomy 27:12-13 ESV / 4 helpful votes 
“When you have crossed over the Jordan, these shall stand on Mount Gerizim to bless 

the people: Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Joseph, and Benjamin. And these shall stand 

on Mount Ebal for the curse: Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali. 

Numbers 31:52 ESV / 4 helpful votes 
And all the gold of the contribution that they presented to the , from the commanders 

of thousands and the commanders of hundreds, was 16,750 shekels. 

Genesis 12:5 ESV / 4 helpful votes 
And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their possessions that 

they had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to 

go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 

Luke 22:36 ESV / 3 helpful votes 
He said to them, “But now let the one who has a moneybag take it, and likewise a 

knapsack. And let the one who has no sword sell his cloak and buy one. 

Suggest a Verse 

Enter a Verse Reference (e.g., John 3:16-17) 
Visit the Bible online to search for words if you don’t know the specific passage your’re 

looking for. 

Unless otherwise indicated, all content is licensed under a Creative Commons 

Attribution License. All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from 

The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. Copyright ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 

publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Contact me: openbibleinfo (at) 

gmail.com. Cite this page: Editor: Stephen Smith. Publication date: Aug 14, 2016. 

Publisher: OpenBible.info. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+27%3A12-13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Numbers+31%3A52&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+12%3A5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+22%3A36&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://www.crosswaybibles.org/


 

 

Why does God allow evil people to 
succeed? 
SourceURL: https://formerheathen.wordpress.com/2013/09/27/why-does-god-allow-evil-people-

to-succeed/ 

 

Why does God allow evil people to 
succeed? 
September 27, 2013 by FH 

A reader posted a powerful question: 

“Its J again… 

Question for you: Evil People vs. Good People 

Why does it seem like evil people are successful in life? They get everything they want, 

they keep getting blessed and they live longer. 

Why does it seem like people who try to live a good (GODLY) life they can’t catch a 

break. . paycheck-to-paycheck, stress etc.” 

My answer came out pretty well, so I thought I’d make it a post: 

This is a painful question pondered by many, J. The answer is rooted in free will. Many 

of the behaviors of evil people lead directly to success; the biggest liar and manipulator 

on the sales team will usually be the top salesperson, for example. The evil person 

develops skill in seeing how to get the optimal outcome in every situation, and is willing 

to take whatever the actions are to get that most desirable outcome… which is why 

they so often get there. 
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These people are NOT being blessed, they are reaping the “rewards” of their evil in the 

same way that a child cheating on a test gets a higher score… this is NOT the work of 

God, as He NEVER rewards evil. 

But why does He even permit it? Free will. We all believe in free will, we want to have 

it, we believe everyone should have it… but we’re naturally unhappy when evil people 

use it to achieve “surface success.”  If God were to block all evil behavior, we would not 

have free will anymore; more to the point, if being good is all we can do, rather than it 

being a matter of choice, then we are not demonstrating any actual virtue… and God 

wants us to CHOOSE right behavior in the same way that He wants us to CHOOSE faith 

rather than being “programmed” to have it. 

And what is our reward for making those choices rather than the evil ones that lead so 

consistently to “surface success”? We have “true success,” the only kind that matters; 

our deep connection to God. Those evil people that have monetary and business 

success do NOT have that sort of connection to God. It is literally impossible for them 

to have it, because God does NOT reward evil in any way, including that most precious 

reward; His closeness. 

Which would you rather have; “surface success” gained by evil acts, or to be close to 

God? It’s not a hard choice, looked at that way, is it? 

Don’t envy the evil people who have achieved “surface success”; PITY them, because 

they have given up the only thing that matters, that thing that you and I are blessed 

with in abundance… closeness to the Lord. 

Mark 8:36 (ESV) 

36 For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? 

PS:  Most evil people have to struggle to pay their bills just like the rest of us do, we 

just don’t notice it because we focus on successful people. Imagine being broke AND 

not being close to God!! 

Edit 12-12:  I ran across a verse that belongs here: 

Psalm 37:7 (NLT) 



7 Be still in the presence of the Lord, 

    and wait patiently for him to act. 

Don’t worry about evil people who prosper 

    or fret about their wicked schemes. 

Edit 4-9-14:  Here’s another good verse: 

Job 8:20 (GNT) 

20 But God will never abandon the faithful 

    or ever give help to evil people. 

Edit 3-5-15:  And another couple of good ones: 

Proverbs 23:17 (NIRV) 

17 Do not long for what sinners have. 

    But always show great respect for the Lord.  

Proverbs 24:19 (VOICE) 

19 Do not worry when evildoers go unpunished 

    or be jealous when the wicked seem to prosper. 

Posted in Uncategorized | 71 Comments 

71 Responses 

1. J Here, 

Two Things: 

1st: Do you think that the majority of people who have surface success obtained it 

through lying and manipulating/being evil.? Maybe this is why some rich people are 

not happy beacuse they have “surface success” and not “true success. 

2nd: How does someone achieve “surface success” & “true success. . . Is it seek the 

kingdom of GOD 1st & everything else follows? 

 Here’s my question. Why is it the person who is very mean to me is successful in 

life while I am struggling to get to where I want to be in life. This person has 

nothing better else to do than watch my every move; make fun of my weight, my 
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face, my family, my life. I am fighting hard not to retaliate. I don’t understand why 

for someone who has so much success and supposedly very happy and content in 

life has so much time and energy to make someone feel worthless, degrade and 

malign someone. I just don’t understand. 

 Hello, An!! What you’re encountering is unfortunately a very common situation. 

You’re struggling because that is what most people have to do in this economy 

The evil person is successful because the ruthless behavior of evil people often 

leads to success. We have no way to know if this person is happy; successful 

people are often NOT happy, because a paycheck does not usually provide 

emotional fulfillment. What we do know is that evil people often enjoy making 

others suffer; that’s why this person is behaving that way. 

Have you reported this person to Human Resources? No company permits this 

sort of behavior, and they will tell them to stop, which should solve the problem. 

 on November 27, 2015 at 9:25 AM Morena 

My father is this way. He never worked a day in his life, but yet, is rich beyond 

his means because of my disabled brother. We lose our mom and he ends up 

with everything. We grew up poor because of him, never knowing when would 

eat. Not having the basic things we needed. We were bred because of the 

government, He found out, how he could use the system and have kids and this 

is how he got through in life, until he won a lawsuit my mother was working on 

and left us out of it. He ruined so many lives and yet, he wants to come down on 

me, because I dont have money and he thinks its because I’m not a muslim and 

critcizes everything I do and my siblings and his family and my mothers. He’s so 

selfish. A lot of people are waiting on him, to leave this earth, I’m just being 

honest this is what they said. they dont understand how someone who has been 

abusive and tortured his whole family comes out on top. I know this is not god. 

The devil looks out for his people too. He’s 65 and has not changed. my mother 

was abused everyday and it broke her heart and she had a heart attack. My 

father drove her crazy everyday. We all know she’s in a better place but still, we 

had to grow up without our mother because of him. At the funeral, he made it 

about him. He was worried about what people were gonna say about him, 

because everybody knew how abusive he was. So at her funeral he made it 

about him and not my mom. 

https://formerheathen.wordpress.com/2013/09/27/why-does-god-allow-evil-people-to-succeed/#comment-4259


 God bless you. I have been cheated screwed and ripped off by every Christian 

God for fraud phoney. I walked away from all church only now I am going to 

start reading the bible, with caution. I believe there’s a God. I know he protected 

and covered up fake Christians.I love people who are not Jesus jumping liers. 

 God does not assist fake or evil people, William, not even if they masquerade as 

Christians. Reach out to Him, explore His word, and let Him love you back to 

joy!! 

 Thank you I have tried to reach out to God.I made a deacon return $3700 to a 

lady he stole off, had to threatened submitting a deposition to the State of Fl.Ins 

Commission before he returned the money.God has had revenge against me for 

my integrity. I am so hurt by his recourse for honesty. 

 William, your first step in reaching out to God needs to be to stop accusing Him 

of doing harm or wrong; just like us, He does not respond to false accusations by 

offering a close relationship. 

2. Hi again, J-excellent questions!!  

Most success comes from God. He gives us talent and the ability to work hard. He 

causes people to notice us, like us, and help us, even when we don’t earn it. He helps 

us keep going when we’re tired or feeling frustrated or hopeless. 

However, there are plenty of high-profile positions of success where a great deal of 

bad behavior, or worse, has been involved. The many athletes who use performance-

enhancing substances are a prime example. All the cheaters and bribers and corner-

cutters and employee-mistreaters that fill the news are more examples. We hear so 

much about them that it can make us see all holders of “surface success” as bad, but 

I think there are plenty of decent folks who worked for what they have that just don’t 

do anything newsworthy. It may be naive, but I think that the good people are the 

majority. 

You’ve made a wise deduction; many wealthy people who are unhappy feel that way 

because they have no connection to God, and this makes them feel empty. (Of 

course, lots of them have created their own unhappiness via foolish and self-

destructive choices, too; life is rarely simple.) 

True success is easy to achieve: 



Matthew 22:37 (NIV) 

37 … Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind. 

“Surface success,” when you don’t possess rare talents or impressive connections, is 

a great deal of work; yes, God will be there helping us every step of the way, but He 

expects us to do what we can before He shows up to do what we can’t. There are 

many fine books that can teach you to succeed in business, and it would be prudent 

to invest in one. You may need to learn new skills, by taking classes or even getting 

an advanced degree. You may have to work 100-hour weeks. You may have to spend 

long hours at the library or computer researching your industry and what its top 

performers have done to get there. And you may have to go to trade shows, 

conventions and other events to meet and get to know the movers and shakers who 

can give you inside info, and the inside track on opportunities. It usually takes years 

of this sort of effort, and the sacrifices it entails, to achieve surface success the 

honorable way; if you want to go for it, you can count on God to help make it 

happen!! 

3. Thank you for that great answer. I was just thinking about that same question 

tonight. You really helped me understand and I thank you for that! 

4. How about those people who goes to church but with attitudes like being proud and 

full of pride, they don’t accept that they failed? Prayerful but their desire to become 

rich and to prove to other people that they are rich and knows everything? 

5. That sort of person has no understanding of God, much less closeness to Him. You 

should feel sorry for them, and pray for them. Don’t let them spoil your enjoyment of 

church; ignore them and focus on God. Thank you for the comment, Seeking truth!!  

6. I haven’t been going to church for that very reason. My husband said, “what’s the 

point in going when you just get upset when you get there because of certain people 

that have nothing better to do than watch what you wear to church, how you look, 

and then post nasty things about you after church. Better to watch the mass at home 

so you can concentrate on the mass and not be bothered by all the negativity 

around.” — Which I am not very happy with since I do love going to church. But he 

does have a point. If it will only upset me then my going is pointless. 

 It certainly seems pointless to go to church if it will be such a misery for you; that’s 

not what God wants us to experience at church. Is there any other church that you 



can go to, even if it would take a bit of a drive? It doesn’t have to be your specific 

denomination; any church can provide you with spiritual insights. 

There are many fine pastors whose sermons are shown on TV and are available 

online; I highly recommend finding some that you like and enjoying them at your 

convenience. 

 Your husband has a strong point and I understand where he’s coming from. There 

is so many hypocrites at church now days. In my opinion these types aren’t saved 

anyway, they will probaby be in the group where Jesus tells them to depart from 

him because he never knew them. God bless you and your husband, you both 

seem like great people. I say to ignore them, and keep doing what’s keeping your 

relationship with Jesus Christ strong! 

7. It is not success in business what makes you evil, it is evil acts no matter if you are 

poor or rich. No one can judge but Jesus Christ, we can only ask for forgiveness. 

 You’re right, Ery, evil people can be either rich or poor, successful or not. We 

should never envy them or want to be like them!! 

8. What I struggle with the most is this idea of “true success. ” I have had the 

undeserved and unfortunate displeasure of meeting quite a few self proclaimed 

“Christians” who truly believe they have a deep connection with God. Meanwhile they 

go out into the world and do very hurtful things to others with this idea that as long 

as they don’t acknowledge their ugliness it doesn’t exist because God is forgiving & 

guilt is actually the devil. So they basically commit evil acts in the world and feel 

proud about it and then are further rewarded by not only worldly things but a clear 

conscience. However the victim now has lost their faith & is dealing with the hurt the 

so-called “Christian” has caused. How then is “true success” defined? I would love to 

read your thoughts on this. Thank you in advance 

 I feel your pain, Xovanessa, truly; I’ve been kicked in the teeth by that sort of 

person more than once. True success means ACTUAL closeness with God, not 

pretended closeness or hallucinated closeness. Evil people have a clear conscience 

whether they believe in God, or pretend to, or not; they are missing things that are 

crucial to being human. They should not be envied; we should pray for them. 



Yes, they cause a lot of suffering. Suffering is necessary to grow us up, to build our 

strength and character, and to increase our faith; everything serves God’s plan. 

God is what matters; keep your focus on Him, and He will handle the rest. 

 This is exactly what I am experiencing. I try so very hard to keep my faith, but it 

hurts to watch someone who destroyed your life to achieve the wants of their own 

continue to succeed. I just don’t understand. 

 People who destroy lives often possess the skills for success in life, and people 

with skills usually succeed. I know it’s hard, but you need to take the focus off of 

them and work on your own life. 

9. I go to church where I don’t know a soul. Seems better and I can pray and fellowship 

with God the way I want in my heart. 

 The important thing is to feel connected to God, JC; if what you’re doing works for 

you, keep doing it.  

 There are scripture verses where it says fellowship is important for believers. If you 

go it alone, the enemy can easily and eventually pick you off. I’ve encountered 

some direct nasty behavior from so called Christians in my church, but a Christian 

will focus on Christ. While people will always let us, Christ won’t. 

Remember too, Jesus was forsaken by all of his disciples. 

10. If they’re succeeding, aren’t they blessed by God? If so, then God blesses the wicked 

and continues to keep them happy. As xovanessa said, they have a clear conscience, 

so evil or not, they’re happy. The ones affected by this (watching their success 

despite their bad deeds) are the ones that are punished. And it IS punishment. 

Waiting for a promised blessing that may not come or come at 70 when you’re too 

old to enjoy them. How does faith fix that? 

 No, they don’t need to be blessed by God to succeed; success can come from using 

skills. Happiness takes more than a clear conscience, but certainly some evil people 

are happy, in their shallow, godless way; the only way it could be otherwise would 

be if God took overt action against all evil people, and that would eliminate free 

will, one of His most precious gifts to us. 

It’s not a “punishment” to see the success of others, whether they are good or evil. 

The only one punishing you is YOU, with your anger, bitterness and jealousy; these 



things prevent God from blessing you, and prevent you from enjoying the blessings 

you’ve already been given. 

If you have faith, REAL faith, you won’t have a single thought that God is doing 

something despicable like blessing evil people, you won’t waste a single moment 

stewing in resentment about what other people have achieved or are given, and 

you won’t have a shred of doubt that, as long as you remain in faith, blessings will 

come. That is how faith will “fix” how you feel. 

Having this sort of faith is hard; it took me years to achieve it. It’s worth it. 

11. Fomerheathen 

Nothing happens but by God (according to the Bible) therefore, the skills these evil 

dooers posses are given to them by God and they are using them to achieve…which 

means they’re a blessing. God allows the wicked to prosper. Free will is a crock…God 

gives it as a “gift” then some evil dooer uses it to harm a believer and you indicate 

they should brush off the harm as if it were nothing as if we are made of stone and 

are not human with FEELINGS or if not they don’t have faith??? Personally, I feel God 

sets people up just for the heck of it…as if he’s playing a chess game. 

 I’ll try my best to address your points, Cheryl: 

Nothing happens unless God allows it… but in most case, He doesn’t CAUSE it. He 

created a universe with laws of physics, and humans with free will, so that 

everything can mostly run independent of Him. Therefore: 

Our inborn abilities come from our DNA, which is a random mixture of our parents’ 

DNA. Skills are learned abilities, and that learning comes from our free will, or the 

free will of parents, teaches, coaches etc forcing us to do it. Thus, the skills of 

evildoers come from DNA and free will, NOT from blessings. 

If God prevented the evil from prospering, that would not only eliminate free will, 

but by making it obvious that He was there stopping evildoers, that would cause 

people to not be able to make a real choice between evil and good, and to not 

need faith because we would have proof. 



Faith refers to a specific set of attitudes; if someone doesn’t have those attitudes, 

they do not have faith. Believing that God is setting people up for harm is the 

opposite of faith; God does not reward that attitude, and it becomes a self-fulfilling 

prophecy of failure. 

God does not expect us to brush off harm, He expects us to overcome it with faith. 

People with true faith can overcome ANYTHING, and keep loving and trusting the 

Lord; radical faith is rewarded with radical blessings. 

Hope that helps!!  

12. Thank you. I always wondered about evil people being more successful than good 

people. 

13. I came across this website again. I love GOD SOOOOOO MUCH and cruelty is done to 

me by others basis. The actions of people i know its sad and disgustingly 

uncomfortable. I shake and cry endlessly to GOD i just want him i want to praise the 

LORD AND MAKE HIM SHINE THROUGH my life. But im struggling soooo badly like 

constant bad luck i have so much faith THATS ALL I NEEED IN THE END IS YOU 

LORD AND your follows my brothers and sisters. I just wish for peace and happiness 

and love and kindness FREE WILL its true your sooooo right (: excuse my grammar i 

was excited to post up a message here. God bless all the people on this post. 

Sending love out there. Sometimes it is hard i see two parts of people and it sickened 

me when i saw two different sides to a person i know people thought they were good 

but behind there back that person was so rude and i dont know i just get so upset 

they prosper and its painful meanwhile here im giving all my might into so much and 

my faith is whats keeping me ALIVE AMEN 

 I know how awful it feels to be surrounded by people who aren’t treating you right, 

Sarah Jane. All you can do is cut them out of your life, or if you can’t do that stay 

as far away from them as you can. Then, you can use your time and energy to find 

some nicer people to spend time with. Stay in faith; God will get you away from 

the mean people and into a group of the right people!! 

14. I studied hard in college and received a degree in Business Management and a minor 

in Accounting all the while working full time. I cannot seem to get the promotion nor 

the recognition in my field. Recently, an employee who was a stay-at-home mother 

for sixteen years and began working at the same place as I do was promoted to a 

management position with a guaranteed salary of $85,000. She was only working for 



the employer for ten years while I have been there for twenty years. What should I 

do? I am incredibly frustrated at the situation. Help me please. 

 Petra, promotions are rarely based on how long you’ve worked somewhere, unless 

there’s a union that enforces promotion rules; it is largely based on what the 

person in charge feels like doing. If someone with none of your education and half 

your experience got promoted instead of you, that means that whoever makes the 

decisions at your company does not see you as management material. They are 

wrong, of course, and God knows that; He already has a better job lined up for 

you… almost certainly at another place. 

I wouldn’t suggest leaving a place where you’ve got 20 years invested during this 

weak economy, so keep doing your best where you are, but be ready to find the 

right job at the right place when things pick up. 

15. Thank-you for the Blessing this has been for me to read tonight. God bless you and 

your family. 

William James Glennon 

16. I feel for all of you that struggle with this. For myself, I’ve found that it is best to try 

to separate yourself as much as possible from this world around you. This world is 

nothing but lies and sin. Through Christ God has given you the chance to live under a 

completely new reward system. If you keep wishing you had the rewards of the 

worldly motivated, then you will only miss out on the much greater rewards that 

come from denying yourself from this world and instead focusing on a dedicated 

servitude to God. 

For this reason I am grateful to God that he did NOT give me success in the world 

when I lived apart from him, for that may have only caused me to never answer his 

call for me to serve as one of his precious soldiers. There is nothing more fulfilling in 

this world than a life in service to God. Just think of how few people in this world 

seem to truly understand that. Don’t pray for worldly blessings as a reward for your 

service to God. Pray for the spiritual blessings needed to stay pure in a world that is 

run by those detached from God. And most of all, let the words of no man take 

precedence in your life over those words of your true Master. The complete surrender 

of yourself to God is the only way to reach the pinnacle of your potential here in your 

earthly existence. I am grateful that He has revealed such truth to me. . 



 I love this Mitch, thank you! I believe I was meant to read this as it is my mothers 

birthday (in heaven) the day you posted this! I felt your words and they brought 

me comfort. I was feeling sad, about her passing when I was 14. And the person 

responsible. My father is still living. A man who has never done anything with his 

life but hurt others. I recently lost everything and I was never a materialistic 

person, I wasn’t raised that way. I had sentimental things. I fell on hard time, 

reached out to my father and at first he was nice but then, I know him, he couldnt 

wait to have me in his face so he can bring up the same thing I’ve heard since the 

80s and the 90s and way before I was born. I’m 35 and he’s still talking about 

when I cut school when I was 35, trying to compare it to the abuse and torture to 

my mom and us. He tries to make others feel bad for not being a muslim, and hes 

not even a real one, he switched from being a christian to a muslim to do bad 

things, because he agreed with their teachings from hundreds of years ago, that 

said its ok to beat women. When he found out I lost my apt, my things, he said 

good thats what I get for not being a muslim and because I don’t respect him. I 

forgave and tried to move on but no man should beat his daughter with a belt 200 

times on her bare butt when I was 15, cuz he thought I had sex with a boy and I 

didnt . He tried to treat me like my mom, he lashed her on her feet 200 times and 

said if she ever left him, she wouldnt be able to walk. This man has mad so many 

peoples lives miserable and hurt so man y people but yet, hes living it up, bragging 

about his house cars etc, always judging others constantly. But deep down he’s a 

hurt little boy still talking about when his mother flushed his turtle down the toilet 

and here he is 65. and he’s till talking about it, and how his mother made him eat 

last and so forth, so when he met my mother, he conned her into marrying him 

and everything his mother didnt do, he beat my mother into doing it. He made all 

of our lives a living hell, especially mine up until I was 18 to leave, I tried to leave 

before that but no one came for me. I’m so glad god has kept me and protected 

me, becauseI turned out ok and I know that everything that this mad says against 

me, it s reflection of how he feels about himself. Even when I was on tv, he tried to 

make it about him and ruin it for me, and I didnt even know where he was and 

have not seen him in 18 years, he constantly hold grudges and has no forgiveness 

in his heart. He blends in with society and tried to make it seem like hes these god 

fearing manm but behind close doors, hes evil. If only the people who he prays 

with could hear him and how he treats his family. I’m just glad that my mother is 

at peace as much as I miss her. She no longer has to get beat up and totured 

every day and no emotional abuse. I’m also proud of how god has just kept me 



and that I didnt turn out like the rest of my family. I work on myself everyday and 

I know god has blessings in store for me. I just gotta keep my eye on him. 

17. Hi making it short my ex baby dady just had a beautiful new born baby girl. He and 

his new lady girlfriend has hurt me badly bringing my spiritdown saying that I’m not 

so bright That I look like an old lady. I have had helped them in so many ways and 

they just have only cleaned there feet on me and laughed off me. I do have two little 

boys of him they are my treasure in earth and they are the only one who gives me 

strength to go on in life. I do believe in God and love him but sometimes I do think to 

myself why evil people get there way or be blessed in life knowing that they are 

doing bad. 

 Oneida, I’m sorry that those people have treated you so badly!! You need to STOP 

dong anything for them. Don’t have any contact whatsoever with her, and only 

have contact with him about your children… and be sure he pays all of his child 

support. 

Why do you care what terrible people like them say about you? You should feel 

bad if evil people APPROVE of you, not if they criticize you. 

God isn’t blessing them; people can get together and make babies without 

blessings. Don’t worry about them; make the best possible life for you and your 

boys, and God will give you happiness that they will envy!! 

 on December 30, 2015 at 10:41 AM Anonymous 

As a single mom let me be the first to say not to worry about the new 

relationship or kid. God is not inept nor one to be mocked. People reap what 

they sow. I went through something similar and it looks good on the outside but 

trust me he wasn’t happy, was always drinking and smoking weed. A sign of a 

curse. God will send you a great man. Thank God in advance! Im living proof. 

One love! 

18. Shalom to all this post really helped me because I’m also going through alot …I 

believe in our heavenly father’s word which says his plans for us is not to harm us but 

to bless us ..I’m thankful again to everyone that contributed to this post. 

 I’m glad that the post helped you, Wes!! It’s interesting that you used “shalom” as 

a greeting, when I just posted 9 hours ago about a vision a prophetic pastor had 

https://formerheathen.wordpress.com/2013/09/27/why-does-god-allow-evil-people-to-succeed/#comment-4637


over me of the flag of Israel, which people keep saying is a reference to the 

approach of “shalom = peace” 

19. I have been dealing with a MIL that treats me and my family very badly. She has 

always treated me badly from the first time I met her. Always has some sort of snide 

comment about me. I’ve tried so hard to be nice to her, and at least be civil with her. 

My husband and I have fell on hard times and have had to live at her mercy. In her 

house at the moment. It is the toughest thing I believe I have ever done in my life. 

She is buddhist and we completely don’t get along. I wish I could distance myself as 

others have said, but It is hard to do when you must co-habitate with someone. I 

have prayed and prayed to God about her hoping she will change her ways. I am left 

in tears at least once a week due to her antics. She is a very successful person and is 

doing wonderful for herself. All she seems to care about is money. She doesn’t seem 

to care about the happiness of her children or grandchildren. I hope that something 

changes for us soon because at this rate I feel so depressed around her. Thanks for 

reading. God bless! 

 That sounds like a dreadful situation, Wish!! Asking God to change other people is 

usually a bad idea, though. Instead, ask God to give you patience, courage, 

strength, and the wisdom to see what you can do to get along with that awful 

woman… see it as a gift for your husband, who probably feels trapped between the 

2 of you, and ashamed that you have to live with his mother. Show her how a true 

woman of God behaves!! 

20. Thank you for the help.I had posted days ago: re: Why does God reward Christians 

who steal n cheat.I want to be who God knows I am.Forgive anyone and everyone 

who done me wrong. To give all up to God. My name is Will .God bless 

Thank you. 

 Make no mistake, William; God does NOT reward people who steal, cheat, or do 

anything else wrong. Please re-read the post so that you will be clear on this 

important issue. 

God gave you free will, so that whether you are the best person you can be, or the 

worst, or somewhere in between, is your CHOICE. He is ready to help you at any 

time with the wisdom, strength, courage, patience, etc that you need to grow 



closer to His image of you; all you have to do is ask. Any time you’re willing to give 

your life over to Him, He will be there with His arms out to accept you. 

Forgiveness is likewise a CHOICE. The following may help you win the battle 

against your own mind that is necessary to truly forgive: 

http://www.labri.org/england/resources/05052008/BS01_Forgiveness.pdf 

 Thank you. The advice was what I needed. I have read what was recommended 

and found it a Blessing.You was so correct,I have made the correct choice. God 

is the only way to be attentive and not disrespect is the only way.I must thank 

God for having you give me what I needed to hear. 

21. Well God certainly Punished many of us Good people with Singleness. But why? 

 Totally, singleness is NOT a punishment. People are single because of free will, and 

for no other reason. People use their free will to CHOOSE to not pursue people who 

are available to them. People use their free will to CHOOSE to not go out with the 

people who ask them. People use their free will to CHOOSE to not go to the places 

where potential romantic partners can be interacted with, and that includes the 

many online dating sites. People use their free will to CHOOSE to not make 

changes in their appearance, behavior, attitude or circumstances that they need to 

make to be desirable to those people that they would be willing to go out with. 

I don’t know which of those factors applies to your case, but I DO know that the 

first step in changing things is to change your attitude. I can’t tell whether your 

negativity comes from bitterness, anger, sadness, or other negative emotions, but 

whichever it is, it will drive people away. People want to be romantically involved 

with those who are happy, cheerful, positive, and upbeat; the attitude that you are 

being PUNISHED by God with singleness will not bring joy into anyone’s life, and so 

no one will want to go out with you. They will use their free will to CHOOSE to not 

associate with you. It doesn’t matter whether or not you are saying those exact 

words to the people at you meet, or any similar words; your ATTITUDE will come 

through every time you talk to people. 

The other aspect of attitude that many single people need to change is the idea 

that if they are not overwhelmingly attracted to someone the instant they meet 

them, then they never can be attracted to that person, and therefore they refuse 

http://www.labri.org/england/resources/05052008/BS01_Forgiveness.pdf


to consider going out with that person. Think about it; unless you are housebound, 

you encounter single people all the time, everywhere you go; how many of those 

people are you chatting up to see if they would like to date you? Are you looking at 

every single person you meet as a potential date, or are you instantly disqualifying 

every person you meet without even getting to know them? Try this; go to the 

dating site of your choice and look at the profiles for 100 people in your area. 

Then, ask yourself how many of those people you would be willing to initiate 

contact with and get to know to see if they would want to date you. If the answer 

is not 100, then, assuming that you have not stumbled across the profiles of a 

bunch of criminals on parole or whatever, you are disqualifying people for no 

reason before you get to know them… and that is a big part of why you’re single. 

If you honestly want to be in a relationship, stop falsely accusing God of punishing 

you, and ask Him to help you change the things that you need to change in order 

to find people to date and be appealing to them. He will get you to the right 

person; all you have to do is ask… and then follow through when that person 

shows up. 

22. We live and work in Germany and I have a Boss who is French and I am African.For 

the Past 17 years this man has never wanted to know or see anything good about 

me.All he wanted to see is me reduced to a slave that he thinks I am.But I have 

always ignored and pretented that he is NOT succeeding against me but in reality he 

is draining me to my grave.My blood pressure never go down now.Every new 

employee after some few months are simply placed ahead of me just to make me 

feel bad about myself,yet he wouldnt sack me.Why does this man continue to Exist? 

 Jud, I’m sorry for what you’re going through!! You need to get some perspective 

on this issue, though. Given all the rapists and murderers and drug dealers who are 

in the world, your boss is too minor to worry about. You should pray for his 

redemption along with the redemption of the other bad people of all kinds. 

Rather than worrying about why any particular person exists, a better question 

would be; why are you not doing anything about this situation? 

Is this man the highest level of boss at your company? If not, you need to speak to 

whoever is in authority above him, manager, human resources, the owner of the 

company, whoever, and tell them about this situation. Almost everyone wants 



fairness in the workplace, so speaking up is very likely to cause your boss to be 

corrected and forced to change his behavior. 

If your boss is the highest authority at your job, or if the highest authorities are 

also among those who think that the workplace is a good location to mistreat 

people, then you need to get a job somewhere else. You have at least 17 years of 

job experience, so you should be desirable to other employers. 

God doesn’t want us to stay in terrible situations feeling stressed and frustrated 

and complaining; He wants us to take action. Pray for strength and guidance, and 

make a change. 

23. Allah jst help evil people nt good it’s followers bcz Allah has blessed only elite class 

and unkind people how Allah can do justice bcz if he do that he has to punish his 

blessed people whor ur unkind unhuman and evil so how Allah can do justice every 

wherw in world innocent people r dying but Allah is silent so he z with with evil and 

unkind people s 

 God NEVER helps or blesses evil people. He allows evil because we have free will 

and some people make evil choices. Innocent people die because we use our free 

will to allow it. Praise God instead of falsely accusing Him, and you will see Him 

move in your life. 

24. Well then again with so many women that have their Careers today since many of 

them are now so very high maintenance, independent, selfish, spoiled, greedy, picky, 

and very money hungry is the reason why many of us Good men are still single 

because of this. And it is very obvious why we Never found the Right One to marry 

because of their Evil ways. It is just too bad God Never Blessed us to find Love. 

 Women are no more evil because they have jobs than MEN are evil because THEY 

have jobs. 

God could bring you 1000 women, and it wouldn’t do you any good, because no 

woman will want to be romantically involved with a man with a bitter, complaining, 

hateful attitude like yours. If you want to get married, the first step is to radically 

and permanently change your attitude; if you refuse to do that, you can’t expect 

God to bring you any women. 



A good man has a positive, caring, forgiving, loving attitude; that should be your 

goal. 

The purpose of this blog is to love God and understand what He wants from us; 

please do not submit any further accusatory or negative comments, because they 

will not be posted or responded to. 

25. I work in a privately owned hospital n d politics r enormas. There so many good hard 

working people that get stepped on, it makes me sick. I pray everyday before I go to 

work that d Lord comes down on this place of employment n weeds out d evil ones. I 

pray that d good employees get blessed n proceed to a better life. Things have n r 

beginning to change. I say d Lord can move worlds n much more surely he can 

change things against evil n bless those hard working people. 

 Gus, one of the unfortunate things in life is that evil people have to work 

somewhere; if the evil people leave where you work, that means they are going to 

infest other people’s workplaces, causing THEM harm. If you pray for harm to be 

taken away from you and given to other people, that is not a Christian prayer, and 

God will not respond to it. What you should pray instead is that the evil people will 

accept Jesus into their hearts, and so stop being evil. 

God DOES bless hard-working people, every single day of their lives; just because 

they aren’t making millions of dollars in stress-free workplaces doesn’t mean that 

they’re not being blessed. You need to stop worrying about everybody else’s 

blessings and stresses and focus on your own life and relationship with God. 

Complaining blocks blessings from getting to you. Start thanking and praising God 

every day; that is what He will reward. 

26. So where is god to protect all the innocence of children being sold, abused in every 

possible way. Why does he let bad people abuse the innocent, kill where is he I when 

they cry and pray for help..and yet many die in hands of the worst in of this world..I 

got tired of praying, crying, waiting, making different choices for things to be 

different in my life and theres always someone or something happening to put me in 

lower and worse situations..I tried many times not to loose faith but I just don’t get 

it…I don’t envy the prosperity of bad people but it just doesn’t make sense at all to 

me anymore. 



 I understand your frustration, Annette, but God does not run our lives for us; we 

are each responsible for our own life, for the lives of those around us, and for 

exerting our influence on policymakers who decide how large our police forces are, 

how much money to spend tracking down evildoers, etc. 

If God interfered in human affairs to rescue people, we would NOT be living our 

own lives, we would be puppets or robots, being programmed and controlled, with 

no actual free choice. I understand that you might be willing to be a puppet if that 

meant that no children had to suffer, but not everyone would agree with you, and 

more to the point, that is not how God has decided to run the world. 

The human race has the resources and the ability to make this planet a paradise; 

as a species, we’ve chosen not to do so. As a result, many people will have bad 

things keep happening in their lives. This is where faith comes into it. God asks 

very little from us in return for the endless gifts and blessings He gives us; one of 

those things is faith. If you lose faith every time things go badly, God does not 

respond with rescuing or blessings; in other words, your lack of faith is the reason 

God is not giving you more blessings. 

If you have true faith, your faith will never waver no matter how many terrible 

things happen to you. When you reach that point, you will find that your life has 

greatly improved. Until then, pray that God will help you increase your faith, and 

focus on thanking and praising God, rather than complaining about how there is 

suffering in the world, exactly as the Bible makes clear will be the case. You’ll be 

amazed at how much better your life becomes. 

27. How can you say its a lack of faith! I was born and raised in a strict Catholic home. 

My husband and I have been trying to have a baby for 8 years. We finally thought 

things were going our way after years of fertility but I went into premature labor at 6 

months he lived 2 weeks in nicu and God took him away from us. Worse day of our 

life which also happened to be my mother’s birthday. Since then more fertility 

treatments more money spent and still nothing!! What this “reason” why I am being 

punished. Yet people around me only have to cough and they are pregnant. Or I 

open up the newsfeed and another baby or child is being abused or killed. Yes now 

I’m losing faith when I thought I would never. 



 Carmen, I say that lack of faith is the reason that people are not given more 

blessings, because it is the simple truth. 

Being given blessings, or more blessings, does NOT mean that nothing bad 

happens to you anymore; the Bible is very clear that bad things will happen to 

EVERYONE. 

I’m so sorry to hear about your baby!! You need to understand that God did NOT 

take him away, He did not make you infertile, and you’re not being punished for 

anything. Bad things happen to people because that’s the way God set up the 

world, NOT because you’re being punished for something. 

It’s understandable to lose faith when terrible things happen to you, but it is NOT 

acceptable to God. A person of true faith does not lose any of that faith no matter 

what happens. I personally lost everyone and everything on which my entire life 

was based within the space of a few years, and my faith NEVER wavered… which is 

why I am now being rewarded with such astonishing blessings. 

You can always make excuses for why you’re losing faith. There’ll always be a 

bunch of things in your life, or the lives of those around you, or in the world, that 

you can point to as justification for losing faith. The reality is, though, that there 

are NO circumstances under which it is acceptable to God for you to lose faith, and 

more to the point, faith that weakens or vanishes when things are going badly, 

faith that is only solid when things are going well, is not really faith at all; true faith 

is the 100% certainty that God is going to make good on a situation no matter how 

bad things are, how bad they are becoming, or how you can’t see any possible way 

out. 

True faith is difficult to achieve. It took me several years to get there, of course 

God had to help me. Whether or not you try to achieve it is 100% up to you. There 

will be no confusion as to whether you have it or not; if either tragedy in your life 

or hearing about children who are harmed or killed affects your faith, it is NOT true 

faith. 

If you have true faith, you can receive the highest level of God’s blessings. If you 

do not have true faith, you will not receive that level blessings. Whatever level of 



blessings you’re at, bad things will still happen to you, just like the Bible says that it 

will. But remember: 

John 16:33 (NIV) 

33 In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world. 

28. Everybody sin!!!! So basically we are judging people.. Forgive me father for judging 

people hi I’m sorry 

29. I have friends I know that are involved in illegal business. They do drugs and drown 

themselves in alcohol almost everyday. They hardly work but money flows in from 

their illegal activities like clock work. I have tried to bring God into their lives and they 

have said to me this “Look at you. Are you successful? You’re living from day to day. 

If your God cant let you have a decent lifestyle, what makes you think we’d want to 

part from our lifestyle only to end up like you?”. 

Its a profound statement when you think about it. 

I am a forex trader…or trying to be. I know how to make money from forex but for 

the last 4 months EVERYTHING I have done in forex has made me only losses. Every 

morning I pray that the Lord will bless the work of my hand. I try desperately to 

please Him…not just with my words…but also my deeds. Yes, I have many failures 

and shortcomings… yes, I have sin in my life…but is it so bad that He chooses to 

punish my family by failing me in my work? I am now at a point where I can’t put 

food on my kids’ table anymore… 

How did this happen? 

How did my God, the one I trusted, the one I devoted my life to, the one I left all the 

“richness” behind to follow, the one for whom I even was prepared to walk away 

from my fiance (she is part of that group of friends but is the only one willing to turn 

to God) because I wanted to put God first… how did this happen Lord? 

I hear you guys talk about “Surface Happiness”, “Seek first the kingdom of God…” 

and so on… I don’t know what to say really. 

I’m torn between the two sides… 



I am not wanting money so I can flaunt it and do drugs and swim in alcohol. I am 

simply seeking a comfortable life where I don’t have to think twice before I buy my 

son a box of legos or take 12 months to save for a 1 week family vacation. I’m not 

saying I deserve anything… However, I do question who deserves what when I see 

my “evil” friends not only get away with illegal business activities but get super 

wealthy each passing day while I am hanging by the skin of my teeth. 

Distraught. Displaced. Drowning… 

 Jake, God NEVER causes someone to fail in their work, and NEVER punishes 

anyone’s family for anything. You’re failing for the same reason anyone else fails; 

you don’t have the right skills, you don’t have the right training, you don’t work 

hard enough or long enough hours, you’re not in the right place at the right time, 

you don’t know the right people, etc. 

Why didn’t you STOP doing this forex trading as soon as it became obvious that 

you were not going to succeed? You used your free will in an improper way here; 

when you have a family depending on you, and you’re not doing well at something, 

you should immediately switch to something that you can make money at… and if 

you don’t do that, don’t blame God. 

Following God and putting God first does NOT guarantee that you will have 

success. You have to pick the right job, the job that you have the ability to do in 

such a manner as to become successful, and then do all the right things the right 

time. That’s 100% up to you, not to God. 

Having a negative attitude about God can cause Him to withhold blessings from 

you, so you need to immediately and permanently purge from your mind any 

thought that God is ever taking any action to harm you or your family. 

You need to cease all associations with known evil people immediately: if you know 

what they’re doing or how much money they’re making, you are too close to them. 

Stay in faith; God will help you find where you need to be and what you need to 

do!! 

 on July 5, 2016 at 8:53 AMJake 

https://formerheathen.wordpress.com/2013/09/27/why-does-god-allow-evil-people-to-succeed/#comment-5267


Hi FH 

Thanks for replying. I didn’t expect it would come the same day. Glad it did. 

I have made money in Forex in the past. In fact, I used forex to gather the 

deposit (partial) for what’s currently the family home. Also, I am not a 

programmer but through (I believe) the Holy Spirit, I have received revelation 

into matters around Forex that helped me build certain things that I could not do 

if I did not have 1) the skills/knowledge 2) God’s hand upon me, 3) in the right 

place (with regards to Forex being THE THING)…so I’m a bit confused now. 

Either my mind is clouded now or it was back when I had all the success with 

Forex tht I thought this is what God had given to me as my “fishing net”… 

Why didn’t I stop? Well, I had reasons to believe that Forex is where God was 

calling me to exercise my “talent”. I figured that “trading” is something that God 

endorses in that through the parable of the talents Jesus talked about the guy 

who had 5 talents went and “traded with it” and made 5 more… I never saw my 

trading as just a futile attempt to gather some bread. I did get small wins… 

however, it is like 2 steps fwd and 3 back…I make $300 after say 20 trades and 

then in one trade I’d loose $250. Not because of my negligence, but sometimes 

of foul play from the broker… an unexpected market swing or something 

completely unforseen…and I find out that many other traders I know also lost 

that same trade (bigger or smaller) – so I don’t know what’s going on here really 

FH… 

I understand that following God does not gaurantee success…however, who’d 

want to follow God if the closer you get, the bigger the Bullseye painted on your 

back (if we are talking about “the weapons of our warfare are not carnal…”)… 

You are right about one thing though FH… I cannot carry a negative attitude 

about God. I don’t mean to and as much as all this might sound like a lousy 

excuse…right now I am deeply disappointed…most likely in myself… and in my fit 

of wanting to blame something or someone…I’m naively enough passing the 

buck to God… 

Sifting. Searching. Shifting (trying to)…. 



 Jake, I understand the desire to keep doing something that you were successful 

at in the past, but things change; it’s always possible to STOP being successful, 

and, although in some instances you might return to being successful, in other 

instances you will not. When you have children counting on you, it’s generally 

best to have a job with a definite salary, rather than an uncertain income that 

bounces all over the place. 

It’s entirely possible that the Holy Spirit helped you in the past, but that does not 

mean that you have to continue doing the job that he helped you with forever. 

God expects us to grow and change over our lifetimes. The Holy Spirit’s purpose 

may simply have been to allow you to get your home, NOT to lock you into being 

a Forex trader for the rest of your life. God doesn’t just help you with one job 

and then never help you again; He expects you to use the good sense that He 

gave you to know when it’s time to leave one job and go on to something 

better… or at least more stable. 

There are many different sorts of jobs in which you can use the intellectual skills 

that you are using in trading, and you’re not limited to jobs that are connected to 

jobs in the Bible, nor do you receive any special benefits from taking a job that 

has ancient ancestors in Biblical times; God does not “endorse” jobs. As long as 

you are doing honest work, working hard with a good attitude, that is what God 

cares about. 

You are in a very risky business, and so you have plenty of losses along with the 

wins; there’s no confusion here as to why you’re in financial difficulty. What 

you’re doing is very close to gambling… something that God does NOT approve 

of, as a rule. You should ask yourself if you’re getting any kind of thrill from all 

these gambles and payoffs; if you are, again, that’s something that God does not 

as a rule approve of. If you were just playing around with a trivial amount of 

your discretionary income, that would not be a big deal, but you are putting your 

children’s welfare at risk by staying in a business where you cannot guarantee 

that you can provide for them in the way you should. 

Not that this necessarily applies to people like you and I, but, at least in Biblical 

terms, the people who were the closest to God did sometimes suffer more than 

anybody else. Most of the apostles died horrible deaths, and Paul had a list of 

sufferings so long as to be nearly comical. I’ve seen plenty of examples of people 



who are great men and women of God being tested more severely than the 

average person; if you want the biggest blessings, you have to be prepared to 

prove your faith through the biggest tests. 

Your concept of the bull’s-eye is exactly the sort of negative, complaining 

attitude that causes God to withhold His blessings. Just as you can’t criticize a 

person to their face and then ask them for favors, you can’t complain that God 

isn’t giving you everything you want your way and in your timing and expect 

blessings. People want to follow God because they love and trust Him, and 

because He’s the Creator of the universe; if that’s not enough for you, if you 

can’t be filled with joy at God’s very existence, regardless of what He is or is not 

doing for you right now… then you’re not a man of God, and you will not be the 

recipient of His best blessings. 

Do you think I’m exaggerating, that God can’t possibly care that much about a 

little bit of complaining? Let me tell you a story: I have only ever complained to 

God ONCE. It was the morning of my first-ever Sunday service, and I had not 

gotten one single minute of sleep. I was thinking that this might adversely affect 

my experience, and I complained to God that He had not answered my prayer to 

get some sleep… and He froze me in my tracks. I do not exaggerate; He FROZE 

me in mid-stride as I was running around trying to get ready. And I got A VERY 

strong impression, that’s hard to put into words, but it was very clear; “DON’T.” 

That’s how much God cares about ONE complaint. Now ask yourself; how many 

times have YOU complained? 

STOP. No ifs, ands or buts: STOP. Do not ever complain to or about God in any 

way ever again under any circumstances. Give Him thanks and praise every 

single day, whether or not you seem to be getting any blessings, whether or not 

He is doing what you want in the way you want Him to do it. This will change 

your relationship with Him… it will change your LIFE!! 
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All Christians get excited about talking about the blessing, prosperity and goodness of 

God, but not everyone finds it in them to talk about the curses. One thing is for sure: 

God never withheld from talking about curses. 

It's important for all believers to have a strong and healthy view of curses because it is 

in understanding the nature and being of curses that we see the magnitude of our sin 

and the power that is behind the finished work of the cross. When Jesus took to the 

cross the sin of mankind, He took every curse upon Himself as well. 

What are curses and why is it important to understand why we are to lay up on the 

cross the curses upon our lives? 

A curse is an outcome of our disobedience 

Curses come when we disobey God. Some think that curses are made by God as a way 

to vindictively repay us for our evil. Whether that is true or not, it is not God's fault that 

we are cursed. It is our fault and our crime. The totality of curses bring about sickness, 

disease, infirmity, bondage and even death itself. 
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All of these come solely because we have failed to meet the standard that God 

originally meant for us to meet. Proverbs 3:33 says, "The Lord's curse is on the house 

of the wicked, but he blesses the dwelling of the righteous." 

A curse is the absence of God's goodness 

The wrath of God is mentioned many times in the Bible, but a curse is not really much 

the presence of a hateful anger, but the absence of an abundance of God's goodness. 

As we bring in sin into our hearts, God leaves because He cannot co-exist with sin. As a 

result, His goodness and blessings leave our presence and our lives as well. 

Deuteronomy 30:19 tells us, "I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that 

I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you 

and your offspring may live." 

A curse is not beyond the power of God's love and grace 

The ultimatum of curses today is that they are now overcome by the power of Jesus's 

death and resurrection. While many people still live under a curse, it is because they 

are unaware or resistant to the redemptive power that comes through inviting Jesus to 

break the chains of curses in their lives. 

Galatians 3:13 gives us the great news that "Christ redeemed us from the curse of the 

law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, 'Cursed is everyone who is hanged on 

a tree.'" 
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Why Does God Bless People? 
 

Since human life began, people have misunderstood why God blesses us. 

 

http://www.reenactingtheway.com/1/post/2015/02/why-does-god-bless-people.html


In the beginning Genesis 1 and 2 describe how the Creator blessed a few people with a 

beautiful land full of food and animals to enjoy. But those first few people did not enjoy 

the blessings God gave them in the way God commanded. They wanted to take every 

blessing from God for themselves.  

 

The first humans disobeyed God's order to refrain from one specific tree and lost many 

blessings as their punishment. But God was gracious. He blessed people with many 

children and soon the earth was full.  

 

People did not handle their newfound abundance well. Genesis 6 says people did not 

love each other. They did not work hard to provide for their families or care for each 

person's needs. Their hearts turned inward. They attacked and stole and killed each 

other to get more of God's blessings for themselves. So God punished them with a 

great flood. Humanity had failed to respond properly to the blessing of a burgeoning 

population. 

 

In Genesis 10-11 human beings began to form large nations with strong cities and a 

common language for everyone to speak. The people could have thanked God for their 

success and shared their blessings with one another. But the leaders decided to build 

great monuments and towers to show that they were more powerful than the gods. 

They wanted to create a wonderful world without any great God, only Great people. So 

they were punished and their power and towers destroyed. 

 

That is when the Bible introduces us to a man named Abram. In the land where Abram 

was born, most people thought gods lived above the sky. They thought the most 

powerful god was the moon at night and the sun during the day. Nobody knew who the 

real God was because their ancestors had rejected him and misused God's blessings. 

But God would not give up. He wanted us to know who he really is and the way we 

were created to live. So he spoke to Abram with a command and a promise. 

 

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your family and your father’s 

house to the land that I will show you. And I will make a great nation out of you. I will 

bless you and make your name great so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those 

who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of 

the earth shall be blessed.”     - Genesis 12:1-3 



Let me ask you a critical theological question about this moment in time. Why does God 

promise to bless Abram? Why? What is the purpose? 

Is it just to make Abram a great man? Is it just to give him a big and powerful family? 

If we can figure out why God blesses Abram, we will understand the purpose behind 

every good gift God has given in human history. You see, God did not promise to bless 

Abram just for Abram's benefit. God did not even interrupt Abram's life just because 

God wanted to know him. God blessed Abram for a bigger reason. God blessed Abram 

so that the whole world could know the one true God again. How do I know? Genesis 

12:2-3 tell me. 

 

In Genesis 12:2 God promises Abram, "I will bless you and make your name great." 

Then God gives the reason: "so that you will be a blessing." God does not say: "so that 

your life will be wonderful." God does not say: "so that you will get what you want." He 

says: "so that you will be a blessing" to others. God repeats that same point in Genesis 

12:3. "In you (Abram) all the families on the earth will be blessed." Here is the lesson 

we must learn: The purpose of blessing Abram is not for Abram to be blessed. 

Huh? The purpose of blessing Abram is to bring a blessing to everyone else through 

him. 

This is God's method for redeeming the world. He gives to one of us so that we will give 

to others. He shows himself to one of us so that we might show him to others. He 

teaches us a lesson so that we might teach others. God works through us. If God wants 

to bring love and forgiveness to the whole world, he shares it with a few people so that 

they can share that love and forgiveness with others. 

Biblical Paradigm of Pipelines 

 

God's plan to bless people so that they will bless others runs through the entire Bible. It 

is in the New Testament as well as the Old Testament. Paul commands in Ephesians 

4:32, "Forgive one another as God in Christ forgave you." Do you see the pattern? We 

are forgiven so that we forgive. John relies on the same logic in 1 John 4:19. "We love 

because he first loved us." What God gives to us, we pass along to others. What we 

experience in our relationship with God isn't supposed to end with us. God reaches out 

to us so that he might work through us. 

 

This is what we call the pipeline principle. God does not want you to use all your 

blessings for yourself. He wants you to distribute what you are given. He wants you 

to be a pipeline that pours out his blessings onto other people not a bucket 



holding blessings for yourself. So ask yourself this simple question: Are you a 

bucket or a pipeline? Buckets store the water poured into them. Pipes let the water run 

through them. Pipes deliver the water to new people and places. 

 

In the land of Israel, the Bible talks about a giant lake called the Dead Sea. The Jordan 

river pours water into it constantly. However, the Dead Sea does not pour out the water 

into any other streams. The Dead Sea just traps the water like a big bucket.  

Do you know what that has done to the Dead Sea? Every living thing that enters the 

Dead Sea dies. There are no fish that can survive. God does not want us to be the Dead 

Sea. He does not want us to collect fresh water like a bucket and keep it for ourselves. 

God wants us to share every good blessing we have received like a pipeline sending 

fresh water to people and places that need it. 

Like Giving Candy to Kids 

 

I do the same thing in my life. I use God's method of sharing blessings when I give 

candy to my kids. I have 5 children. Sometimes I buy a small bag of candy and want to 

give one piece to each child. So I give 5 pieces to my oldest son and ask him to give 

one piece to each of the other children. Most of the time it is a good plan, but 

sometimes not all the children get a piece of candy. How can that happen? I believe my 

math is good in that calculation. So if I give 5 pieces of candy to my oldest son, how 

does every child not get one piece? What goes wrong?  

 

If you are a parent, you know what happens. One child has taken more than one piece 

for themselves. Someone does not pass on the candy they received from their father. 

We make the same mistake with God's blessings. We use them for ourselves rather 

than blessing other people with what God has given to us. I believe God would say to 

us what I say to my children when they do not pass along the candy meant for their 

siblings: "Stop taking everything I give you for yourself. I only gave it to you so that 

you could share it with your brothers and sisters!" 

Abraham's Nation for the Nations 

 

Now let's return to the story of Abraham. God did bless Abram as He promised in 

Genesis. He changed his name from Abram to Abraham to declare he would be a 

"father of many." Abraham's descendants did become a great nation. The Bible calls 

that nation Israel.  

 



Exodus 19:6 describes Abraham's nation as "a kingdom of priests." In the ancient world 

where Israel lived, "priests" helped people meet God. Priests brought people into God's 

presence. Under the leadership of prophets like Moses and kings like David, Abraham's 

great nation of Israel introduced other nations to the one true God. Abraham's 

descendants were priests to the ancient world. God blessed the nation of Israel so that 

they could bless the rest of the world with knowledge of the one true God and how he 

wanted people to live. When they stopped representing God well, their might crumbled. 

How Has God Blessed You? 

 

Our blessings are different than Abraham's blessing. Creating a great nation out of 

Abraham's family was a special plan God had for that period in human history. Our 

children will likely not become a mighty nation whose laws and customs display God's 

character and identity to the world. God has many other ways to bless us so that we 

might be a blessing to our world.   

 

What blessings has God given you? The blessings you have been given are not what 

you might expect. You may have been given pain so that you can bring comfort to 

those who suffer. You may be given poverty so that wealth does not distract you from 

concern for your neighbor. You may be given a brilliant mind so that you can solve 

some of the toughest problems in your community. You may have been given loving 

parents so that you can adopt children into your family and rescue them from neglect 

and abuse. You may have been given good hands for building and repairing so that you 

can help a widow when things are broken in her house. You may have been given a gift 

of leadership so that you can start a business that hires people in your neighborhood 

who need jobs. You may have experienced God's power so that you can help people 

break free from the sin that is destroying them and their families. 

Take one minute and think about what blessings you have been given so that you can 

bless others. What skills or experiences or resources do you have that could help other 

people experience the love and wisdom and justice of God? Pray and ask God to show 

you right now before reading further. 

Jesus Hates Buckets 

 

Jesus believed in the pipeline principle. In Matthew 18, he told a story of a tax officer 

who was forgiven a great debt he owed a king. After that tax officer had been forgiven, 

he found another man who owed him a little money and demanded it back. When the 

second man could not repay the small sum of money to the tax officer, he attacked him 



and choked him and sent him to jail. The king in Jesus' story hated this hypocrisy. In 

Matthew 18:33 the king scolds the unforgiving tax officer and says, 'Should you not also 

have had mercy on your fellow man, in the same way that I had mercy on you?'  

 

Do you understand the lesson Jesus taught in this story? Jesus was teaching us: you 

cannot take God's forgiveness for yourself but refuse to pass it on to others. If God 

gives you a blessing, then you are expected to share that blessing with others. This is 

how God works. God does not keep pouring blessings into buckets. His plan is to pour 

love and mercy into people who act like pipes that pour it out on others who need it. 

 

It's Not For You 

 

I have travelled to every inhabited continent in the world. One of the greatest 

deceptions that people believe and teach around the world is that God wants to fill up 

your bucket with blessings just for you. I call this message the gospel of personal 

prosperity.  

 

Now is it true that God loves to bless his people? Yes. But people have misunderstood 

the purpose behind God's blessings. It is preached that God wants to make you rich. 

Millions of people around the world wrongly believe that God wants to end the 

problems in your life. They have been told God wants to bless you so you can move 

from poverty to wealth or from pain to happiness. But the purpose of God's blessings 

aren't just to make your life better. That idea is wrong. Why is it wrong? The gospel of 

personal prosperity is wrong because it believes you are a bucket collecting blessings 

for yourself rather than a pipeline passing along what God gives you. 

 

Jesus taught in Luke 12:48, "To whom much is given, much is required." If you have 

been richly blessed, then you have a great responsibility to use it to bless others. So be 

careful when you pray for God to bless you. Greater blessings entail greater 

responsibility.  

 

The book of James in the Bible warns us about selfish prayers for personal gain. 

Prayers that ask God to fill our buckets with extra blessings are powerless because they 

misunderstand why God blesses people. James 4:2-3 says, "You do not have because 

you do not ask. You ask and do not receive because you ask with the wrong purpose. 

You just want stuff for yourself." We should ask God for gifts so that we have more to 



give to others not more for ourselves. That is God's heart. 

 

God cares about the whole world not just you. You are part of something much BIGGER 

than yourself. God wants to use you as a pipeline that pours out his blessing on other 

people. 

God's paradigm for blessing the world with his love, forgiveness, and wisdom has been 

the same since the time of Abraham. God blessed Israel so that they could bless the 

world with the knowledge of the one true God. God has given us many blessings so that 

we can do the same. What he pours into us, we must pour out. 

Filled So You Can Flow Out 

 

Earlier I asked you to think about the ways God has blessed you. I want you to think 

about it again. Has God calmed your fears? Now you can calm the fears of other 

people. Has God showed you how to create a loving family? Then teach your friends 

how to be a kind and responsible leader in their family. Has God given you strength and 

hope to endure suffering? Then comfort your friends who are suffering and help them 

find strength in Jesus to persevere. Has God given you a position in the government? 

Then make sure your community upholds justice so people are treated fairly. We have 

been given many blessings that we forget we have. But remember what Jesus said, "To 

whom much is given, much is required." 

 

If you cannot think of blessings God has given you to share, then ask God for new 

blessings so you can pass them along to people you meet. This is God's plan for 

blessing the world with an understanding of who he is and how he wants us to live. We 

must be continually filled by God so that it can flow out to other people.  

 

Now may God's promise to Abraham become your experience. Be blessed so that you 

can be a blessing to others. 
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The truth is, the natural man doesn’t like to give his stuff away. In our basest form we 

want to hoard and grab. It isn’t easy to let go and give. One of the things I enjoy 

sharing in the No Debt No Sweat! Seminar are some of the blessings that accompany 

Godly giving. When we get our giving right—a lot of other things fall into place. 

But to do it God’s way we have to understand just how counter-intuitive the 

Christian faith really is. As I’ve already said, the world says, "If you want to get ahead, 

you strive to get the most toys—no matter who you crawl over on the way." 

Jesus teaches a different ethic. Jesus says, "If you want to be first—then you must 

become last." "If you want to sit at the head of the table—start at the foot of the 

table." "If you want to lead others—first become a servant." 

Allow me to share three blessings that I believe come to those who get their giving 

right: 

1) Without question, one of the greatest blessings that comes from giving is 

the way it frees the giver from the tyranny of money. When we give our money 

away—it’s no longer our money. It’s hard to remain a slave to a master who is no 

longer present. 

2) Giving helps us stay involved in the lives of others. In today’s high-octane 

world we tend to stay busy and focused on ourselves too much. Our comfortable cars 

have great radios that insulate us from people who are hurting. Our homes have 

become personal fortresses that all too often are used to close the world out. Giving is 
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a good way to become involved in the lives of other people who have needs that we 

can address. 

3) Giving brings personal joy. If you are unaware of this fact, it may be because 

you’ve never chosen to give sacrificially. History books are replete with stories of 

greedy, crusty, old businessmen who spent their lives making and hoarding money—

only to die in misery and solitude. I have nothing against people leaving money for 

good works after they die, but the best time to give is when you can get the enjoyment 

of seeing others benefit from your gifts. 

Have you heard the story of the unpopular pig? He was jealous of the cow in the pen 

next to him because everyone loved the bovine’s gentle spirit and kind eyes. 

Grudgingly, the pig admitted that the cow gave lots of milk and cream, but maintained 

that pigs give more. "Why," the chubby little guy complained, "we pigs give ham and 

bacon and people pickle our feet. I don’t see why you cows are so much more popular." 

Gently the cow said, "Maybe it’s because we cows give while we’re still living." 

Now, I want to discuss the relationship between giving to God and receiving blessings 

back from God. You will never find anyone who has less patience than I have with what 

I call the "Gospel Greed Merchants." Their message and methods have been a pet 

peeve of mine for a long time. In one of my earlier books, Free To Succeed, I had 

several things to say about this teaching. 

 

You know the philosophy I’m talking about. We see those who promote it on television, 

hear them on the radio, we receive their periodicals, and sometimes run into them in 

our own churches. These are the people who raise money by playing to greedy hearts. 

They talk of God as though He is nothing more than a cosmic game show host who 

pays off like a heavenly slot machine. The more you give, so the message goes, the 

more you will get back. Some of these folks have even gone so far as to promise 

percentages of return—if you give a certain number of dollars, you’ll get such-and-such 

back in return. Whether we call it the "name it and claim it" theology, or prosperity 

religion—I believe it’s wrong! 

Today’s problems with money and ministry aren’t new. There have always been people 

who wanted to get paid for their goods deeds. In 1 Timothy 6:5, Paul talks about the 

"constant friction between men of depraved mind and deprived of the truth, who 

suppose that Godliness is a means of gain." (emphasis mine) Just a few lines later in 

verse 10, the apostle warns "the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by 

longing for it have wandered away from the faith, and pierced themselves with many a 



pang." Several years earlier in Luke 12:15, Jesus had warned, "Beware, and be on your 

guard against every form of greed…" 

My greatest concern in regards to prosperity theology is that it can lead to perverted 

motives. When I make a contribution, it should be to please God and help others—not 

primarily for a personal return on my "investment." When I give in order to get back 

more, all sorts of wrong motives come into play. Suddenly, what should be a loving act 

becomes an act of selfishness and personal promotion. 

However, to leave this subject here would be unfair and unbalanced. I believe 

the Bible does indicate that God blesses those who give. Note the following: 

Jesus said, "Give and it will be given to you; good measure, pressed down, shaken 

together, running over, they will pour into your lap. For whatever measure you deal out 

to others, it will be dealt to you in return." (Luke 6:38, NASV) 

Is God sending us mixed messages? Is He the author of confusion? Not at all! Do I 

have answers to all the in’s and out’s on this issue? No. But I have spent a lot of years 

thinking about it, and I do have a few observations (that are subject to change as I 

study and learn more) that make sense to me today. 

First, I believe that God is perfectly capable of searching and knowing each 

of our hearts. And, while the principles He wants each of us to learn are the same—I 

don’t believe He always uses the same methodology with each believer. 

For example, as the father of four children, there are certain common principles I want 

each of my kids to accept. However, because each child has a different personality, I 

have to approach each of the four in a different way. It’s not that the principles I’m 

teaching vary from one child to another—it’s simply that I use different methods to 

teach the same principles, because each child responds differently. 

I think God works with us in the same way. He wants to bless each of us with as much 

as we can handle—but He loves me too much to give me a blessing that I’m unable to 

control and that could lead to spiritual destruction. So, if He blesses and challenges 

each of His children differently, while always teaching the same principles, doesn’t it 

follow that God is able to give different children different blessings, too? For instance, 

Christian #1 is blessed with the ability to sing while Christian #2 wonders why he can’t 

carry a tune in a bucket. Maybe it’s because God knows that Christian #2 would use the 

gift of music in a worldly way. And, God loves him too much to allow him to lose his 

soul because he mishandled his gift. 
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I wonder if it isn’t the same way with financial issues. Rather than asking God to give us 

wealth, maybe we should pray for Him to search our hearts and bless us only with 

those things we can handle. Then, if finances come your way, your mandate is to give 

and steward those monies properly. And, to the degree you show yourself a worthy 

administrator of those blessings, God is able to bless you with more. The following 

passage seems to support this view: 

"Now this I say, he who sows sparingly shall also reap sparingly; and he who sows 

bountifully shall also reap bountifully…And God is able to make all grace abound in you, 

that always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every 

good deed…Now He who supplies seed for food, will supply and multiply your seed for 

sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness; you will be enriched in 

everything for all liberality which through us is producing thanksgiving to God." (2 

Corinthians 9:6, 8, 10, 11, NASV) 

Note how Paul suggests that God gives financial resources to those who are already 

using what they have in the right way. If one gives bountifully, with a cheerful heart, 

void of selfishness, God may be more inclined to continue flowing blessings into that 

good Christian’s life. Maybe this is why some Christians are convinced they cannot out-

give God—because they have tried, and failed! 

Should We Test God in This Matter? 

The only place in Scripture that I know of where God tells His people to test Him is in 

the Old Testament book of Malachi, and it's in regards to this very topic of giving. 

Speaking on God’s behalf, Malachi came on the scene about 430 years before Jesus. 

Despite hundreds of years of prophetic teaching and exhortation, the Israeli culture did 

not bear the evidence of their labor. Most of the people were corrupt—as were many of 

the priests. But God was still in charge, on the throne—sovereign. In chapter three, 

Malachi confronts the people for their selfish hearts and ungiving spirits: 

"Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing me! But you say, ‘How have we robbed 

Thee? In tithes and contributions. You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing Me, 

the whole nation of you! Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may 

be food in my house, and test Me now in this," says the Lord of hosts, "if I will not open 

for you the windows of heaven, and pour out for you a blessing until there is no more 

need. Then I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it may not destroy the fruits of 

the ground; nor will your vine in the field cast its grapes…and all the nations will call 

you blessed, for you shall be a delightful land." 



There is so much to say about this passage, but for my purposes at this time, I will note 

the following two points: 

1) God is upset that His people have "robbed" Him by not giving as they should. 

2) He tells them to change their ways, and to test Him to see if He does not bless their 

giving in three specific ways: A blessing from heaven, crop protection, and honor from 

other nations. 
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Why Does God Allow Non-
believers to Prosper? 
Why is it that God allows those who do not care about Him to prosper? 

 

Right after the fall of man, God told man that the ground was cursed for his sake; that 

he was going to have to toil, and that all the work of his would bring him thorns and 

thistles (Gen 3:17). Mankind continued in this vain until after the great flood – which 

wiped out all humanity except Noah and his family. After this, God made a covenant 

with all creation. God made a new proclamation with man which made the proclamation 

of Gen 3:17 null and void. He said that the ground would no longer be cursed for the 

sake of man even though all that he imagines in his heart is evil (Gen 8:21). He said 

that there would always be seed time and harvest time for as long as the earth remains 

(Gen 8:22). 

Thus, we see that God gave man a way to prosper from his toil and work irrespective of 

the state of his heart. 

In His mercy, God allows mankind to eat of the fruit of his toil (hard labor) whether we 

are obedient to Him or not. 

Jesus referenced the mercy of God that he pronounced in Gen 8:22 when he mentioned 

that God makes the sun rise on the evil and good, and sends the rain on the just and 

unjust (Mat 5:45). 

But I say to you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to 

them that hate you, and pray for them who spitefully use you, and persecute 

you;That you may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he 

makes his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just 

and on the unjust – Matthew 5:44-45 

To paraphrase, Jesus is saying: You need both the sun to shine and the rain to fall for 

the plants that you have sown to grow. Whether you are good or not good, God makes 

the sun rise and the rain to pour so that harvest time can continue in the world; so that 

all humanity can prosper. God, in his love and mercy makes no distinction between 



those who are good and those who are evil in this respect. Therefore be like him and 

be make no distinction between those you love and your enemy. 

Why should we strive to be obedient to him when there are so many who are 

disobedient and are doing well? 

For those of us who accept Jesus, we not only walk in the continued mercy of God, we 

also receive the favor of God on our life as well as the Holy Spirit of power. We no 

longer have to toil and spin for what we need (Matt 6:28). We can simply depend on 

God to provide those things for us as we walk in loving- obedience to His Spirit. Hence 

we see that it is no longer hard toil and labor (works) that brings blessings. Rather, it is 

loving obedience that brings blessings. Though we can continue in the way of all 

creation, Jesus has shown us the better way – the way of favor and power! 

In the way of the world, the extent of your blessing is proportional to the labor of your 

hand. In the way of the Word, the extent of your blessing is proportional to the extent 

of your obedience. 

A good example of this is the man, Daniel (see book of Daniel). He walked in obedience 

to God and so became the second in command of the greatest kingdom in the world at 

that time! Nothing he could have done in his own strength (toil) could have made him 

attain that position, for he was a foreign slave. No way would he have been given that 

opportunity outside of God. Thus we see that obedience will get us to a higher position 

than what toil can. We also see that obedience is faster and easier than toil. 

Second, obedience releases power! The man of God that went to King Jeroboam (read 

1 Kings 13:1-6) was supernaturally protected from being arrested when he obeyed God. 

Furthermore, God released His power to break the alter for the sake of the man of God. 

Likewise, God will always release his power on our behalf as we walk in obedience – His 

power to save, heal, speak boldly and courageously; His power to achieve all that he 

has called us to achieve! 

Faithful obedience releases the favor and power of God to do the miraculous in our 

lives. 

So why choose God? We choose God because we want more than just the mercy of 

God. In our appreciation of His love for us, we also want to experience His chain-

breaking and life giving favor and power in our lives. When we live in the fullness of His 

grace (mercy, favor, and power) is when the world will take notice and our influence on 



it will explode. Then we will start to live heaven on earth and more people would be 

drawn to God and be saved. In other words, love compels us to be obedient! Obedience 

in turn will release the abundant life in our lives. 
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Should a Christian be Concerned about Curses Today? 

In the Old Testament we find the concept of a curse given frequently. The first time a 

curse is mentioned in the Scripture is in the account of God’s confrontation of Adam 

and Eve after they are tempted and fell. God first cursed the serpent (Gen 3:14-15), 

and the ground (v.17). This resulted in the woman having pain in childbirth and man 

toiling for a living (by the sweat of his brow.) 

After Cain killed his brother Abel God spoke to Cain, “ So now you are cursed from the 

earth, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother's blood from your hand” 

(Genesis 4:11). 

After the flood, Noah drank of his vineyard and was drunk and Ham came in and saw 

his father naked. When Noah awoke and realized what had happened he pronounced a 

curse on Canaan “Cursed be Canaan, A servant of servants shall he be unto his 

brethren” (Gen 9:25). While this verse has been discussed vigorously what it means in 

all its aspects, what we do know that Canaan will be Shem’s servant as the preceding 

verse says. 

In Genesis 12:2-3 the Lord says to Abram, “I will make you a great nation; I will bless 

you and make your name great; And you shall be a blessing. “I will bless those who 

bless you, And I will curse him who curses you; And in you all the families of the earth 

shall be blessed.” In other words, Israel that comes from Abraham will be the apple of 
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his eye. God will deal with man and nations on their position of being for or against 

Israel. (Deut. 32:9-10; Zech. 2:8-9; individually Ps.17:8). 

As the Abrahamic covenant was further outworked we find Isaac blessed his son Jacob 

and pronounced a curse on those who would came against him. Genesis 27:29: “Cursed 

be everyone who curses you, And blessed be those who bless you!” 

In his affliction Job was losing heart and pronounced a cursed his birth. Job 3:1-3 “After 

this Job opened his mouth and cursed the day of his birth. And Job spoke, and said: 

“May the day perish on which I was born, And the night in which it was said, A male 

child is conceived.” 

Balaam the soothsayer was hired by Balak, the king of Moab, hoping he would 

pronounce a curse on his enemies the Israelites (Num. 22-24). Balaam could not curse 

the people that God had blessed. Goliath, the Philistine when challenging Israel, “cursed 

David by his gods” (1 Samuel 17:43), that didn’t seem to work, it backfired on him. 

After the city of Jericho is conquered “Then Joshua charged them at that time, saying, 

“Cursed be the man before the LORD who rises up and builds this city Jericho; he shall 

lay its foundation with his firstborn, and with his youngest he shall set up its gates” 

(Joshua 6:26-27). 

In the act of treachery by the Gibeonites, “Then Joshua called for them, and he spoke 

to them, saying, “Why have you deceived us, saying, ‘We are very far from you,’ when 

you dwell near us? Now therefore, you are cursed, and none of you shall be freed from 

being slaves--woodcutters and water carriers for the house of my God” (Joshua 9:22-

24). The curse was in reference to their slavery. The Gibeonites were a Canaanite tribe 

which some recognize as a reference to the outworking of Noah’s curse (Genesis 9:25). 

The Lord himself deals with Israel as a nation. His Mosaic covenant was conditional and 

depended on the nations obedience. Deuteronomy 28:45-46: “Moreover all these curses 

shall come upon you and pursue and overtake you, until you are destroyed, because 

you did not obey the voice of the LORD your God, to keep His commandments and His 

statutes which He commanded you. And they shall be upon you for a sign and a 

wonder, and on your descendants forever.” 

This was a pronouncement upon the nation if they did not obey. Keil & Delitzsch’s 

Commentary states “the curse is proclaimed in all its extent, as covering all the relations 

of life, in a sixfold repetition of the word “cursed” (vv. 16-19, as above in vv. 3-6); and 

the fulfilment of this threat in plagues and diseases, drought and famine, war, 



devastation of the land, and captivity of the people, is so depicted, that the infliction of 

these punishments stands out to view in ever increasing extent and fearfulness. We are 

not to record this, however, as a gradual heightening of the judgments of God, in 

proportion to the increasing rebellion of Israel, as in Leviticus 26:14 ff., although it is 

obvious that the punishments threatened did not fall upon the nation all at once” (from 

Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament). 

All the curses mentioned in Deut. 28 are applied to Christians today by those who 

promote the teaching of generational curses. Though they admit that curses are not the 

cause of every problem in ones life, there really is nothing exempt. Whatever problem 

you might have can probably be traced back to a past curse. Marriage problems, 

divorce, a series of accidents, poverty and unusual deaths or circumstances in your 

family are all due to curses. So, it becomes a matter of guesswork; you pick and choose 

which problem or affliction is by a curse (some or all of them). The teaching of 

generational curses claim that God will reveal the curse by your praying,  the Holy Spirit 

will show you what in the past needs to be broken. However, this can be very 

subjective and is often interpreted by ones feelings or supposed “words of knowledge.” 

Will God’s Spirit identify to us something that is not taught in God’s word? To some 

there are no boundaries and anything goes, even in the face of Scripture. After Jesus 

died He left to go back to heaven and He gave us the Bible through those, He 

appointed to write it (2 Cor. 4:6). To go beyond His written word and invent something 

that is supposedly so powerful to affect people’s lives actually shows contempt for His 

word. 

Proverbs 28:27: “He who gives to the poor will not lack, But he who hides his eyes will 

have many curses.” 

Malachi 3:10: “In what way have we robbed You?’ In tithes and offerings. You are 

cursed with a curse, For you have robbed Me, Even this whole nation.” God’s solution to 

reverse this conditional pronouncement of judgment on Israel, “Bring all the tithes into 

the storehouse, that there may be food in My house, And try Me now in this.” 

The death sentence was for those who cursed their father or mother (Exodus 21:17) or 

the ruler of his people (Exodus 22:28). “You shall not curse the deaf, nor put a 

stumbling block before the blind, but shall fear your God: I am the LORD” (Leviticus 

19:14). Leviticus 20:9: “For everyone who curses his father or his mother shall surely 

be put to death.” Hebrew- qalal. a primitive root; to make light, literally or figuratively 

(easy, trifling, vile, etc.): bring into contempt, despise. Blasphemy, or cursing God, was 

a capital crime in Israel. We see this also mention in Proverbs 20:20 (Numbers 5:23; 

curses in the covenant-Deut 29:21; 2 Chron. 34:24; Jer. 15:10). Similarly there is 



prophecy, “There is a generation that curses its father, And does not bless its mother. 

There is a generation that is pure in its own eyes, Yet is not washed from its filthiness” 

(Proverbs 30:11-12). 

Today you have people in the occult that (especially voodoo) that supposedly can send 

a curse on another person. The curses mentioned in the Bible are not like this. What we 

need to understand is that a curse or blessing were both kept by God’s power; not 

mans. Many curses (and blessings) were spoken directly by God or through his servants 

prophetically. Curses pronounced on individuals (9:25; 49:7; Deuteronomy 27:15; 

Joshua 6:26) do not always convey revenge, but are predictions. For example 

Deut.30:6: “And the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your 

descendants, to love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, that 

you may live. Also the LORD your God will put all these curses on your enemies and on 

those who hate you, who persecuted you.” 

If we were to claim that curses pronounced in the Old Testament are still in effect we 

would also have to implement the punishments such as in Leviticus 20:9. It should be 

obvious that some were specifically for the nation Israel, for a certain people at a 

certain time. (The only curse we all share in today is the one God gave in the Garden of 

Eden.) There are statements that related to Israel under the covenant that they had 

with God specifically in the Old Testament. For example in Joshua 8:30-35 at Mount 

Ebal, when the Book of the Law of Moses was read and all of Israel, its elders and 

officers and judges, stood on either side of the ark before the priests, the Levites, who 

bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD, the stranger as well as he who was born 

among them. Half of them were in front of Mount Gerizim and half of them in front of 

Mount Ebal, as Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded before, that they 

should bless the people of Israel. V.34 “And afterward he read all the words of the law, 

the blessings and the cursings, according to all that is written in the Book of the Law.” 

Scriptures in the Old Testament such as Exodus 34:7 and Numbers 14:18 are used by 

the teachers on curses to verify the generational sins of our ancestors. Exodus: 34:7: 

“Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will 

by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 

children, and upon the children's children, unto the third and to the fourth 

generation.”  

This is repeated in Numbers:14:18: The Lord is longsuffering, and of great mercy, 

forgiving iniquity and transgression, and by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the 

iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth 

generation.” He says, He will not clear the guilty up to the fourth generation- but He 

also says that God will forgive their iniquity and transgressions. 



A sin that is committed, such as i.e. the father being an idolater or an alcoholic will 

often affect the children growing up. If he is physically abusive to his wife or children, 

the child will often be influenced in this. Even though the sins of God's people would 

have bad consequences throughout generations, there was grace and mercy given to 

any individual on the basis of their personal repentance. In other words, if one repents 

and follows the ways of the Lord, the bondages that would have been passed on by 

their bad influences to the next generation are broken. Simple isn’t it?  We don’t need 

to hold our ancestors responsible for a curse brought on us today. We also need to note 

that in both Exodus 34:7 and Numbers 14:18, God is dealing with a nation, a people 

according to His covenant of law. His covenant was conditional. Obedience brought 

blessings and breaking the commandments brought curses. But we can thank God 

there is an easy way today to break this sinful training passed on to the next 

generation-- Jesus Christ. In the Old Testament they were told to bring up your child in 

the way of the Lord, “Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he 

will not depart from it” (Proverbs 22:6). God's Word gives us the instructions and 

guidance to have His blessing continue. In the Old Testament He commanded His 

people to teach His Word to their children throughout the day (Deut. 6:6-9). Even in 

the New Testament Paul wrote: “Fathers, provoke not your children to wrath, but bring 

them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4). 

We also have the principle in the Old Testament that God does not punish the innocent 

for the guilty. Ezekiel 18 addresses: “The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, 

neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the righteous 

shall be upon [the righteous], and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon [the 

wicked]” (Ezekiel 18:20). God’s mercy is always greater than his judgment; grace is 

above law. Ezekiel makes it clear God does not punish the sons for their fathers’ sins, 

but that “the soul who sins shall die (for its own sins).”  

Many use the Scripture that says, “visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children 

to the third and fourth generations.” Exodus 20:5-6: “You shall not bow down to them 

(images) nor serve them For I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the 

iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the third and fourth generations 

of those who hate Me, but showing mercy to thousands, to those who love Me and 

keep My commandments.”  

God always gave Israel time to return to Him before He would execute judgment. We 

are told that God visits “the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and 

fourth generations” WHO HATE HIM. If one reads the Scripture carefully, they will find 



that curses where God is “visiting the iniquity on the third and fourth generation” are in 

reference to continual idolatry being practiced (Deut. 5:10) and not repented of. Again 

this is God's promise under the Old Covenant, not the New. 

The New Testament Breaking of Curses 

Everyone at one time or another because of circumstances that seemed so bad 

probably had the thought run through their mind, “am I cursed.” If you listen to some 

of the popular teachers today it just may reinforce this false thought. With all the books 

and teachings on Generational Curses, familiar spirits, family curses, that hinder the 

work of God in a region or country, or ones own family. One wonders how anyone can 

survive this onslaught of the enemy from the past. Generational repentance is taught as 

the method needed to break these curses, spiritual mapping is used to target the 

strongholds the enemy has had in the family along with a host of other non-biblical 

teachings. Even people who are poor need to break the curse of poverty, because it is 

blamed on a curse placed on your family finances somewhere in the past. If poverty is 

always a curse, then we have a whole continent[s] that is cursed. Furthermore, we 

must admit the apostles had a curse, because they were poor. They say so themselves 

(1 Corinthians 4:11-12; Acts 3:6). Jesus asked the rich man to give away his goods to 

the poor (Mark 10:21-22). We do not see him break a curse of poverty for people who 

are poor, in fact the Bible says the poor are rich in faith (James 2:5), which is what is 

needed to be pleasing to God. In the beginning of the Church the apostles received a 

large amount of goods and money which they distributed “according to each person’s 

need” (Acts 2:45). Romans 15:26: “For it pleased those from Macedonia and Achaia to 

make a certain contribution for the poor among the saints who are in Jerusalem.” When 

Paul took money from one church to help another, he had nothing to say about a curse 

of poverty. Why do some people read into Scripture what is not there? I could go on 

and on and cite many more examples to see the silliness of this teaching, but this 

should be sufficient to see it is correct. 

It is not my intention to address any specific teachers philosophy on this subject but in 

general look at the common teaching shared by them all. Today, the teaching of curses 

it has been popularized by Neil Anderson, Joyce Meyers, Marilyn Hickey, Larry Huch, 

Benny Hinn, Cleansing Streams and many more. You will find that 90% of their 

teaching on curses is from the Old Testament, Why? Because you cannot justify this 

teaching by New Testament! There are some who have written books and devoted their 

whole ministry to taking care of a curse that is not mentioned in the New Testament. 



In the New Testament, in Jesus’ ministry He cursed only one thing-- the fig tree, 

saying, “Let no fruit grow on you ever again,” and the fig tree withered (Mt. 21:19; 

Mark 11:14).  

He also spoke about curses from people. In the only reference in the New Testament 

where He tells us what to do if someone cursed us, Jesus said, “Bless those who curse 

you, and pray for those who spitefully use you” (Luke 6:28). He did not give us fancy 

methods, or special words on how to break curses. He taught the believers specifically 

how to deal with curses without any superstitious teachings that would bring fear of an 

evil that would occur to them. BLESS THEM. In other words-- do good to them by your 

actions; try to reach them. Jesus did not give a supernatural spiritual solution but a very 

practical one-- do what they would have done by someone who is their friend and cares 

for them. 

Why do these teachers disregard Jesus’ own words of what we are to do if people curse 

us?  They produce a false teaching that leads you away from the simplicity in Christ. 

People a who are very zealous and intend on purging themselves to reach a higher 

degree of sanctification are susceptible to these type of teachings. They desire to be 

purified from all the things of the Devil, so they go on this journey of discovery to 

release themselves of anything that would block this freedom. Eventually one can find a 

curse behind every problem they have. Just like those in deliverance ministries blame 

nearly everything that goes wrong on Demonic activity. Something goes wrong and 

immediately you think its the outworking of some curse. This becomes a very unkind 

teaching that actually punishes those who are going through in fiery trials. Any, hurtful, 

negative or critical word spoken can become a curse on your life. What a way to live. 

It’s like avoiding the cracks in the sidewalk. 

There are only a few times the word curse, curses or cursed occurs in the New 

Testament. The word curses is found only once in the New Testament and it is referring 

to an Old Testament law (Exodus 21:17; Leviticus 20:9). In Mark 7:8-13 (also Matthew 

15:3-5) Jesus said to the Pharisees who neglected their family feigning their dedication 

for the things of God, “All too well you reject the commandment of God, that you may 

keep your tradition. For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your mother;’ and, ‘He who 

curses father or mother, let him be put to death.’ But you say, ‘If a man says to his 

father or mother, “Whatever profit you might have received from me is Corban” (that is, 

a gift to God), then you no longer let him do anything for his father or his mother, 

making the word of God of no effect through your tradition which you have handed 



down.” At this time they were still under the law which punishment was death, as Jesus 

reminded them to show that they were not obeying the law. 

Jesus taught, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate 

your enemy.’ But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you” (Matthew 

5:43-44). Paul repeats this to the church in Romans 12:14-15: “Bless those who 

persecute you; bless and do not curse.” 

James speaking on the right use of our tongue, he explains, (3:9-10) “With it we bless 

our God and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in the similitude 

of God.” James is not making aconnection between what is spoken about someone and 

these words actually manufacturing a problem in someone’s life. James is addressing 

our attitude toward our fellow man; he is simply saying that if we are still cursing 

(speaking ill) and this is not conducive to the new creation in the believer’s life, he may 

even be referring to what Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount. We are to have 

respect for people because everyone is made in God’s image. There is a difference 

between the damage that words do to a person, hurting them emotionally, to injure or 

sever a relationship and having a curse come upon them that will affect their life and 

others afterwards. To those trained in word-faith theology this idea of being cursed by 

words is only an outworking of their false premise on speaking faith. So if enough 

negative words are spoken (heard or not) you have cast a lasting curse that affects 

another persons life. Take for example Peter who cursed and denied Jesus during his 

trial and said he did not know him (Mk14:71). If a curse had the power that many 

attribute to them then what would have become of Peter? It was Jesus himself who 

restored Peter. 

What did the apostles teach concerning generational curses?Nothing!Not once do we 

see the apostles warn the church about any problem could be traced to curse from their 

far past. Can we find a Scripture that tells us how to identify generational curses and its 

affect in our lives? No. This teaching is extra biblical revelation and an additionto the 

power of the Gospel to set one free. If one begins a discovery course of finding out 

their ailment or problem caused by a curse they certainly can be overwhelmed. It 

certainly can rob you of the peace that Christ wants you to have. If you allow yourself 

to receive this teaching, it you will bring you into its bondage. 

The closest concept we have of something being cursed in the New Testament is by the 

word anathema. Which means a thing devoted to destruction- the judgment of God will 

be exercised on it. The apostle Paul said one is accursed if they preach a false gospel 

(Gal. 1:8-9). It is an anathema- this excommunicates a thing or a person (Rom.1:9) to 

eternal destruction. 



Paul also addresses a “curse,” in a twofold way by stating if you go back under the law 

you are cursed. Gal. 3:10: “For as many as are of the works of the law are under the 

curse; for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all things which 

are written in the book of the law, to do them.”   

The only place in the New Testament where a curse is mentioned is where it tells us we 

are free of it, “Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a 

curse for us (for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree” (Gal 3:13). 

Paul’s teaching to the Galatians (chapter 3) is that Gentile believers that submit to the 

Law by influence of certain Jews, (the Judaizers) through circumcision or any other 

command (“You must be circumcised and keep the law'-- to whom we gave no such 

commandment” Acts 15:24), were obligated to keep the entire Law (613 

commandments). The apostle Paul spoke of those who try to keep the law as a curse 

because no one who cannot fulfill its complete obligations.Therefore, they who wanted 

to obey the law placed themselves under a curse, for it is impossible to keep the whole 

Law. This does not mean that all modern-day “Law-keepers” would be under a curse, 

but would anyone want to risk this? 

Paul further develops his argument on this in Gal. 5:1: “Stand fast therefore in the 

liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke of 

bondage (which is a reference to sin and the law Gal.2:4, 4:3, 9;.5:1; 2 Pt.2:19). Vv.3-4 

“And I testify again to every man who becomes circumcised that he is a debtor to keep 

the whole law. You have become estranged from Christ, you who attempt to be 

justified by law; you have fallen from grace.” 

The curse of the law applies to those who want to live by the law instead of through 

faith in Christ. Those who live by faith in Christ are bought out from the curse of the 

law. No part of the law, nor any ancestral sin can afflict them if they are in Christ! By 

the grace of God “Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law having become a 

curse for us” (Gal 3:13). He took our punishment for sin and was cursed in our place. 

The “curse of the law” is directly related to the issue of our justification, which can be 

understood by studying Galatians 3 in its context. “So then those who are of faith are 

blessed with believing Abraham” (Gal 3:9). The curse referred to is failure to keep the 

Law of God. “ For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is 

written, ‘Cursed is everyone who does not abide by all things written in the book of the 

law, to perform them.’ Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is evident; 



for ‘The righteous man shall live by faith.’ However, the Law is not of faith; on the 

contrary, ‘He who practices them shall live by them.’ Christ redeemed us from the curse 

of the law, having become a curse for us — for it is written ‘Cursed is everyone who 

hangs on a tree’ (Galatians 3:10–13). 

Christ on the cross became a curse for us (Deuteronomy 21:23) as Paul refers back to 

“He who is hanged (on a tree) is accursed of God” (Galatians 3:13). Deuteronomy 

28:15-68 give us the curses that would come upon Israel for disobedience. The “curse 

of the law” is not the curses found in Deuteronomy 28 that was specifically for the 

nation Israel in the Mosaic Covenant. The curses in Deuteronomy 28 were temporary 

curses for the Jews in the land of Israel when they were disobedient. 

It is ludicrous to say that Jesus bore the curses of Deuteronomy 28 on the cross when 

we consider the description of some of these curses. “Cursed shall be your basket and 

your kneading bowl” (v.17), Cursed “the fruit of your body and the produce of your 

land, the increase of your cattle and the offspring of your flocks” (v.18), The LORD will 

strike you with consumption, with fever, with inflammation, with severe burning fever, 

with the sword, with scorching, and with mildew (v. 22), drought (v. 23), defeat by 

your enemies (v.25) the boils of Egypt, with tumors, with the scab, and itch, which you 

cannot be healed (v.27), madness and blindness and confusion of heart (v.28), the 

violation of one’s wife by another man, you will not live in the house you build nor eat 

of the vineyard you plant (v. 30), your sons and daughter swill be given to other people 

(v.32) cannibalism of your sons and daughters (v. 53) and more. 

Even if one wants to take the position that the “curse of the law” is Deut.28- then they 

would also have to take the position that Christ removed the consequences of them, 

therefore we have no curse today. However, the “curse of the law” seems to mean the 

failure to keep the WHOLE LAW. 

Jesus was the fulfillment of the Law that no sinner could keep. Christ the perfect man 

fulfilled the law to its minutest requirement. He as a man kept the law perfectly as God 

would and took the punishment for not keeping the law (the curse) as sinful man, 

fulfilling the justice God requires for breaking His laws. Christ in a judicial sense became 

a curse for us on the cross. 

Rom.10:4-5 tells us, “For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who 

believes.” Moses wrote, “The man who does those things shall live by them.” We that 

are New Covenant believers do not live by the laws requirements for blessings or 



curses, so we cannot come under a Old Testament curse. We are “IN Christ,” who has 

redeemed us by fulfilling the righteous requirements of the law, including the penalty 

for not keeping it. Christ has delivered us from the law (Rom.7:1-6; Gal.2:19-21) that 

we might receive His Spirit by faith and be set free from the law of sin and death 

(Rom.8:2-4). This includes any curse that would come because of disobedience to the 

law. You cannot hold the position that we are justified by faith in Christ, not by the 

works of the law,and thenteach that the law and its curse still apply today to New 

Testament believers that are under grace. 

The judgment due to us for our sin is removed when we believe in Christ. The teachers 

of curses claim that God forgives us of our own sin, but not the sins of our ancestors, 

God’s curse comes on youbecause of their failure.The New Testament teaches us 

thatGod does not remember your sins, but He remembers the sins of your ancestors 

and they are applied to you. So then what significance does the cross actually have? 

The curses that are from of your ancestors’ sins continue are active 

and affect damage to your life today. 

In Ephesus people were delivered from the occult and witchcraft (Acts 19:10), by 

hearing the Gospel. When they burned their magic books this would have been a 

perfect time to break any curse from the occult but it was not necessary.  

If one is involved in the Occult or Witchcraft they giving the devil a stronghold, an 

opening, to have power over their lives (Christian or not). Some deliverance  ministries 

have you speak a prayer of renunciation to reject and disown all the sins of your 

ancestors and cancel all demonic power that has been passed on to you from your 

ancestors. While a prayer of renouncement may sometimes be applicable for certain 

people who have been entrenched in the occult or witchcraft, this really has no 

correlation with the ancient sins of ones relatives. Certainly, in the Occult, familiar 

spirits are active in the family and children can be susceptible to their influences. But all 

this has a direct cause and effect. It is not something that has traveled through time to 

you today by demonic spirits from someone you never knew and now you are reaping 

their judgment. It is related to ones own involvement in the Occult. 

The Bible says, “If God be for us, who can be against us?…Who shall lay any thing to 

the charge of God’s elect? It is God who justifies …Who is he that 

condemns?”(Rom.8:31, 33-34). He has justified and cleansed us through the blood of 

His Son having redeemed us from the curse of the law. We are not condemned by it. 

No weapon can touch the saint that puts his trust in God. Curses that are spoken 

cannot affect a Believer. Certainly what we see and hear can affect us if we allow it to. 



Your reaction to these words will make the difference. If you do not accept ill words, or 

give importance or merit to them they will not plague your mind to affect you. Our 

warfare begins in the mind. We should Believe God before we believe anyone who 

speaks contrary. Its is God that allows the trials and the testing of our faith, not some 

outworking of a curse or demonic presence from our lineage. 

For those who think there are curses passed on from each generation, Scripture states 

those who are in Christ have been delivered from all the power of darkness and the 

wicked one cannot touch them (Col. 1:12; 1 John 5:18). No curse can go through the 

cross of Christ and have dominion over those who are in Christ. We are not under a 

curse once we have come through the cross. Every spiritual blessing is for us who are 

in Christ Jesus (Eph. 1:3). Anyone that insists they are cursed needs to know who they 

are in Christ, and maybe who Christ is as well. “We have not received the spirit of 

bondage again to fear, but the Spirit of adoption, where we cry, Abba, Father!” 

(Rom.8:15). 

These type of deliverance ministries are not bringing a stop to curses but perpetuating 

them. Those who impose the law and its consequences upon believers deny the power 

of the gospel to set them free by grace. Deliverance teachers of “generational curses” 

teach that Satan and his demons continue to create problems for Christians because of 

ones ancestors. More accurately, curses may demonically inspire fear. The church does 

not need to accept this; this only meant to deceive the ungrounded Christian. This 

teaching on curses is bringing people back into bondage and fear! We as believers 

“have not received a spirit of fear but power, love and a sound mind.” 

At the judgment seat on earth we see what God’s curse actually means, “Then He 

(Jesus) will also say to those on the left hand, 'Depart from Me, you cursed, into the 

everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels” (Matthew 25:41-42). As the 

Psalmist wrote (Psalms 37:22) “For those blessed by Him shall inherit the earth, But 

those cursed by Him shall be cut off.” The apostle John saw a day coming when “there 

shall be no more curse” on the earth (Rev. 22:3); the original curse from God on the 

earth will be removed for all those whose names are written in the Lamb's Book of Life. 

What a day that will be!  

Try to break a curse (that is not there) and you lose your blessing that is there by 

grace. It’s your choice, go under a law that is not to be obeyed, or stay in grace where 

all our spiritual blessings are found in Christ. 

If Jesus broke the curse, how can we who believe in Him have a curse? Did Jesus 

remove our sins by the cross or only some of them? Did Jesus remove the curse against 



man for not fulfilling the law by the cross or only part of it? This is what needs to be 

answered. Does His blood not cleanse all things as it says in the Bible? “The blood of 

Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin” (I John 1:7).  Salvation can also mean 

deliverance. Those who have accepted His message are translated from the power of 

darkness into the Kingdom of God’s beloved Son. That is what the Bible says, and no 

mans teaching should be given priority over this. “If anyone is in Christ, he is 

a new creation. Old things are passed away and behold ALL things have become new!” 

It all points to Jesus Christ crucified-- Jesus Christ and Him crucified gives us victory. 
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Can we do anything to deserve 
God's blessings? 
by Matt Slick 

The answer depends on how you define "Blessing" and in what context it is used.  One 

on hand, we can do nothing to earn God's grace.  Grace is the undeserved blessing of 

God.  On the other end, God rewards us for being faithful to Him and this could be 

called a blessing as well.  So, the answer very much depends on how the word is used, 

and in what context. 

All the blessings that any of us receive from God are ultimately and only the result of 

the cross of Christ.  There is nothing we can do to earn the favor of God in any 

way.  God loves us and blesses us not because of who we are or what we can do, but 

because of who He is and how great His love is for us. 

Once we are redeemed, we can honor God by being faithful to His word and by 

preaching the gospel.  We are blessed by God in doing this, but the blessing is not a 
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contributing factor towards salvation.  Instead, this blessing is a result of our salvation 

and can also be a result of simply obeying God. 

About The Author 

Matt Slick is the President and Founder of the Christian Apologetics and Research 

Ministry. 
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Why does God seem to bless some 
people even when they don't have 
anything to do with Him? Some of 
the most prosperous people I know 
aren't religious, but that hasn't kept 
them from being very successful. 

 

Have you ever asked yourself what success is in the eyes of God? We often say a 

person is successful if they have wealth or power–and that is understandable. But God 

doesn’t define success the way we do, and His definition is different from ours. 

Success in God’s eyes has to do with our character and with our faithfulness to what 

God wants us to do. Jesus wasn’t successful in a material sense, nor was He socially or 

politically powerful–not at all. And yet in God’s eyes He was absolutely successful, 

because “He was faithful to the one who appointed him” (Hebrews 3:2). God sent Him 
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into the world to save us from our sins by His death on the cross, and He was 

successful because He did exactly what God sent Him to do. 

You see, a person may be very successful in the eyes of the world and yet be a failure 

in God’s eyes. This is why material success isn’t necessarily a sign of God’s blessing. 

Yes, sometimes it is; God does call some people to positions of wealth or influence. But 

often it is only a sign of a person’s selfish determination or even greed. 

What is your goal in life? Is it to achieve success in the eyes of others–or is it to please 

God? Some day this life will be over, which is why Jesus said, “Store up for yourselves 

treasures in heaven” (Matthew 6:20). Begin this today by putting Christ first in your life. 
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Where Satan Will Attack You 
Today 
Article by 

Jon Bloom 

Staff writer, desiringGod.org 

You wonder why it’s so hard to find some peace of mind? Well, peace is hard to come 

by when you live in a warzone. And like it or not you are in a war — a very serious one. 

This war is cosmic in its proportions. It involves God, humans, angels, demons, 

principalities, powers, nations, and antichrists. 

And do you know where the front of the battle is? It’s in your head. 

We Destroy Arguments 

Here is how Paul describes it in 2 Corinthians 10:3–5 (emphasis added): 
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For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh. For the 

weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy 

strongholds. We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the 

knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ. 

What are the satanic strongholds that spiritually imprison people, the strongholds that 

we seek to destroy? Arguments and opinions. Where is the battle raging? Where our 

thoughts are. 

And arguments are not merely strongholds, they are weapons of mass destruction. 

Adam and Eve (and all of us with them) fell because of an argument. They believed the 

serpent’s argument and stopped believing God. 

That is the deadly essence of sin: not believing God. To not believe God is to ally with 

Satan, whom Jesus said is “a murderer from the beginning, and has nothing to do with 

the truth… for he is a liar and the father of lies” (John 8:44). 

You don’t want Satan as an ally. He’s treacherous. He’s out to murder you with lies. 

Watch Your Emotions 

Watch your emotions. They are signals of arguments. Your emotions, which can land on 

you like vague impressions or moods, are usually responses to an argument. Moods 

don’t come out of nowhere. When we are angry, discouraged, depressed, anxious, self-

pitying, fearful, or irritable, it is likely because we are believing something very specific. 

To battle sin is to battle unbelief — or destroy arguments. And in order to battle 

unbelief effectively, we must press doubts and temptations into specific arguments. 

What specifically is being asserted or promised to us? Only then can we destroy the 

enemy’s false arguments with true ones. 

The Victory That Overcomes the World 

The victory that overcomes the world is our faith (1 John 5:4). This is precisely why the 

devil does not want us to think clearly about sin. He wants to keep things vague so he 

can imprison or disarm us. But Jesus wants us to think clearly. He wants us to know the 

truth because the truth brings freedom: 

If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth and the 

truth will set you free. (John 8:31–32) 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%208.44
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%205.4
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%208.31%E2%80%9332


The victory that overcomes the world is our faith. 

So as freedom fighters let’s fight against “unbelieving hearts” by exhorting one another 

every day (Hebrews 3:12–13) to live in the freedom — and peace (John 16:33) — of 

the truth. 

Because our most important battles are won and lost with arguments. 

 

Related resources: 

Jon Bloom 

serves as author, board chair, and co-founder of Desiring God. He is author of three 

books, Not by Sight (2013), Things Not Seen (2015), and Don’t Follow Your 

Heart (2015). He and his wife live in the Twin Cities with their five children and one 

naughty dog. 

 

 

How Do Satan and His Demons 
Attack Christians? | Titus Institute 
SourceURL: http://www.titusinstitute.com/spiritualwarfare/attack.php 

 

How Do Satan and His Demons 
Attack Christians? 
On this subject as all subjects, our focus as Christians must be only on what the Bible 

clearly says. There are many books and seminars being offered on spiritual warfare, 

some of which are based on experience rather than the clear teaching of Scripture. 

It is crucial that we stick to what the Bible clearly says. Whatever we need to know 

about Satan is contained in the Scriptures. 

Summary of article: 
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http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2016.33
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http://www.amazon.com/dp/1433535939?tag=desigod06-20
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How does Satan attack believers? 

1. Satan incites our fleshly desires within us through the unbelieving world around us. 

2. Satan attempts to deceive us with the lies of worldly wisdom through the unbelieving 

world around us. 

3. He attempts to deceive us with a false Jesus and a false gospel through false 

Christians. 

4. Satan can physically afflict us or ones that we love with illness, crimes, disasters, 

persecution and the like. 

How do we stand firm against these attacks? 

See TI Article entitled “How To Stand Firm Against Satan’s Attacks” 

How does Satan actually attack us? What are Satan’s weapons in his attacks on 

believers? 

1. Satan attacks Christians externally through the unbelieving world. 

Satan does not implant thoughts in our minds internally. He does it externally through 

the world. 

Satan spreads lies about God through the unbelieving world attacking our beliefs and 

values - spreading the lies of worldly wisdom. 

Satan spreads fleshly temptations through the unbelieving world attacking our mind, 

emotions, and body - the lust of the eyes, the lust of the flesh, the boastful pride of life. 

The “desires” that we have to sin is the flesh, not Satan. 

Paul says in Eph.6:11 says that Christians are to stand firm against “the devil’s 

schemes.” 

This gives the Devil’s strategy in his war against God and us. 

2. The Strategy of Satan in the battle is deception 

He attacks through “schemes” or “wiles.” The word “schemes” refers “cunning arts, 

deceit, craftiness, trickery in a planned way.” Satan’s primary method of attack is 

deceit. It is well-planned out deceit, strategic lies. 



As I mentioned earlier, the devil is a slanderer who is the father of lies. Jn.8:44 as we 

saw above says, 

“You are of your Father, the devil, and you will do the desires of your Father. He was a 

murderer from the beginning, and did not abide in the truth, because there is no truth 

in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar, and the 

father of it. And because I tell you the truth, you do not believe.” 

Satan is by nature a liar and his primary method with which he attacks human beings is 

through lies to deceive them into believing something false about God or God’s plan in 

order to get them to rebel against God. 

He lies about who God is, what God is like, what we are like, what God desires for us to 

do, how to be saved, etc., etc., etc. 

This is how he attacks us – through lies. 

And as we shall see the instrument he uses to spread these lies is unbelievers. 

These “schemes” or “strategic deception or lies” are ones that will be effective against 

us if we do not give the proper defense. 

In Gen.3:1-6 it says, “Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field 

which the Lord God had made. And he said to the woman, “Has God said, ‘You shall not 

eat of every tree of the garden?’ And the woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat of 

the fruit of the trees of the garden, but of the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of 

the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat of it, neither shall you touch it, lest you 

die.’ And the serpent said to the woman, ‘You shall not surely die, for God knows that in 

the day you eat of it, then your eyes shall be opened, and you shall be as gods, 

knowing good and evil.” 

Satan attacked Adam and Eve by lying to them. By telling them falsehoods about God, 

and his purpose and plan for them. 

Notice also, that Satan tempted Eve externally. He took over the body of a serpent and 

spoke audibly to her. He did not implant any thoughts in her mind. 

This is all Satan can do is attack us through deception. Otherwise, he has no power or 

control over us as believers. 



He cannot spiritually lay hold of us and force us to do anything against our wills. He 

cannot possess us. Christians cannot be demon-possessed. He cannot influence us in a 

way that we cannot simply choose resist. He cannot control our minds or our emotions. 

He can only tempt us by inciting our fleshly desires and trying to deceive us. 

He cannot turn us away from Christ and into unbelief and an unbelieving lifestyle that 

goes with it. He can only deceive us. 

How do Satan and his demons attack us as believers? 

The Bible shows four ways: 

1. Satan incites our fleshly desires within us through the unbelieving world around us. 

Because of the fall of Adam every human being has a fleshly nature in him or her. That 

fleshly nature has fleshly desires. Those desires can result in fleshly sinful actions if we 

follow them. 

In Gal.5:19-20 Paul describes those actions using four categories: 

a. Sexual immorality, that is, sexual activities outside of marriage 

b. Idolatry, that is, false religious doctrines and practices 1 Tim.4: 5 speaks of 

“deceiving spirits through hypocritical liars.” 

c. Selfishness 

d. Destructive addictions 

In Gal.5:17 Paul says that our sinful nature, our flesh, desires what is contrary to the 

Holy Spirit who resides in us. 

These desires are from our flesh; they are not from Satan. Satan cannot implant desires 

in us. These desires are from our flesh. Everyone has fleshy desires. 

All these actions mentioned by Paul begin with the desires of the flesh. 

Jesus mentioned this himself in Mk.7:20-23. “And he said, “That which comes out of the 

man is what defiles the man. For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil 

thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, 

lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, and foolishness. All these evil things come 

from within, and defile the man.” 



There is no such thing as the demonic spirit of anger, or the demonic spirit of lust as if 

Satan has implanted in us a fleshly desire that has become an obsession we are in 

bondage to. That is not Biblical. 

James talks about this as well. He says that a person sins, he or she is responsible. 

Jas. 1:13-15 says “but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged 

away and enticed.”  James is making sure that we understand where the internal 

source of temptation is; it is our fleshly desires.  This statement is important because 

James is also the one who talks about resisting the devil and he will flee from you in 

Jas.5.  There is an internal source of temptation in us – our desires.  They will 

be there until the day we die or the Lord returns for us.  

But there is an external source of temptation in regards to our fleshly desires and that 

is Satan and his demons.  Their strategy (schemes in v. 11) in regards to our fleshly 

desires is to incite them, to stir them up in us through the world. 

Unbelievers live their lives weaved around fleshly desires. They develop society and 

culture reflected in the media around their fleshly desires. Satan is behind this. 

Satan uses them to stir up our fleshly desires. Wherever we live unbelievers dominate. 

We will be surrounded by fleshly attitudes and actions, things and activities that stir up 

our fleshly desires all of our lives. 

This is obvious. 

In Eph.2:1-3, Paul speaks of our former manner of life as unbelievers.  “And you who 

were dead in trespasses and sins he has made alive. In which in time past you lived 

according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, 

the spirit that now works in the children of disobedience. Among whom also we all had 

our manner of life in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh 

and of the mind and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.” 

Unbelievers “live according to the flesh which is according to the course of this world 

which is according to the prince of the power of the air.” 

This is a general statement of the lifestyle of an unbeliever, of their pattern of life, and 

of their values and life focus. That lifestyle follows the desires of the flesh, which 

follows the ways of the world, which follows the ways of Satan. 



In Jn.12:31 and 14:30 Jesus calls Satan the “ruler of this world.” Satan rules 

unbelievers who develop the evil ways of the world based upon the lies of Satan and 

the desires of the flesh. Every person born into the world has the desires of the flesh in 

them and grows up in an environment where the flesh is incited and the lies of Satan 

are heralded. 

Satan uses the world of unbelievers to do this. That is behind what John says in 1 Jn. 

1 Jn.2:15-17  “Do not love the world nor the things that are in the world. If anyone 

loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust 

of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of 

the world.” 

John says “Do not love the world or nor the things of the world.” Love means to value 

something. John is saying that believers are not to value the world, the ways of 

unbelievers, or the ways of their fleshly desires. 

John says that if anyone says he is a Christian and yet has a lifestyle of an unbeliever, 

where his or her pattern of life, his or her values and life focus are worldly, he or she is 

not a Christian. 

At times Christians will fall into valuing the world, but the love of the father and what 

he values is in Christians through the Holy Spirit and that dominates our minds and 

hearts. 

Notice in 1 Jn. what the world is full of which incites our fleshly desires. 

1. “The lust of the flesh,“ the desires of the flesh for that which God forbids. 

2. “The lust of the eyes,” the desires incited by the eyes – by looking – the world is full 

of things which incites our fleshly desires for the forbidden through sight 

3. “The pride of life” – the world is full of pride and selfishness that boasts how one is 

above all others, deserves more than others based on their abilities and achievements, 

looks, etc. 

Satan uses the world to incite our fleshly desires so when you are tempted by a desire 

for the forbidden you can be sure of two things. The external source of the temptation 

is Satan and his demons through the world and the internal source of temptation are 

the fleshly desires that are in us. 



We need to stand firm against Satan and his demons inciting us through the world. 

In 1 Cor. 7:5, Paul writes of Satan tempting Christian husbands and wives with sexual 

temptations. He does not say how he tempts them. As we have seen, it is not 

internally, but externally. Satan is behind a sexually charged unbelieving world around 

us and the flesh has desires within us. 

In Eph. 4:26-27, Paul says that holding onto anger against someone gives Satan a 

foothold in one’s life. Again, Satan stirs up anger by developing strife and conflict in the 

world and spreading lies about the justification of all anger in all circumstances based 

on the importance of feelings. 

2. Satan attempts to deceive us with the lies of worldly wisdom through the 

unbelieving world around us. 

In James 4:7, James tells Christians to “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the 

devil, and he will flee from you.” 

This is a major statement about stopping the devil’s work in our lives, but the context is 

rarely mentioned. 

What is the context that speaks of the devil’s work that needs to be resisted? 

It is being deceived by the lies of worldly wisdom and embracing worldly beliefs and 

values. 

In Jas. 4:1-6, friendship with the world, taking on the ways of the world, is the same 

thing as loving the world. 

In 4:6 James says to submit to God not to the world’s ways and resist the devil. Satan 

was tempting them through the world’s beliefs and values. 

Christians are to resist the devil’s temptation by turning away from the beliefs and 

values of the world which are based upon Satanic lies and hold fast to faith and 

obedience in God and His Word. 



Earlier in Jas. 3:14, he writes of harboring bitter envy and selfish ambition in their 

hearts. It is based upon the wisdom, which is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil [of this 

dark world]. 

In Jas. “wisdom” refers to a “way of living,” how people live. It refers to the principles 

of living that people base their lives upon. 

How do we resist? We need to submit to God’s wisdom. Who are we listening to, God’s 

wisdom James 3:17 or the devil’s wisdom 3:14? 

We need to stand firm against Satan and his demons inciting us through the world. 

When fleshly desires rise up in us, it is our values and our beliefs that cause us to 

decide whether we will follow those desires. 

God gives to us at salvation when the Holy Spirit comes to live within us new desires 

based on new beliefs and values. 

So Satan knows he must strike at our beliefs and values if he is to tempt us and he 

does this by lies. 

So Satan attacks the true and righteous values and beliefs, which God has given to us 

with false and evil values and beliefs through lies. 

Lies about what is right and what is wrong. Lies about what is valuable and what is not. 

He has enslaved the world with his lies and he attempts to tempt us through his lies. 

When we accept those lies in our minds and hearts, we fall into the temptations of 

Satan. 

Remember from the time we are children we receive hundreds and thousands of lies 

from the world around us into our minds and memories, many of them we do not even 

notice. 

They do not just come from the culture or media, they can come from unbelieving 

parents and relatives and even from believing parents and relatives because we still sin. 



Matt.16: 21-24 “Be Gone Satan” “Get out of my sight Satan!” Jesus addresses Satan as 

the originator of the lie that Peter just articulated. 

The lie Peter articulated is the lie that was the primary one Israel has been deceived by 

Satan into believing. 

The lie is that the messiah was to come and set up his kingdom without any need for a 

making a sacrifice for sin, that in turn bred another lie, that in order to enter the 

kingdom of God there is no humbling before God and no recognition of sin needed. 

Peter got this lie from the entire nation around him, from the world. 

I call this the Satanic information network. It is the compilation of lies that Satan 

implants in a culture or society. 

I don’t believe that Satan put that directly into Peter’s mind, he had implanted it in the 

nation and culture. Peter was saying what many were saying. 

Jesus was emphasizing that Satan is behind this lie and warning Peter and his other 

disciples about it. 

Can Satan implant thoughts in our minds as believers to tempt us? 

This is explained in the article, “Can Satan Read Our Minds?” Aside from demon 

possession, the Bible only shows Satan working externally in the unbelieving world 

around us. 

3. He attempts to deceive us with a false Jesus and a false gospel through 

false Christians. 

2 Cor.11:2-4 

The Corinthians had allowed people to rise up in their church who were preaching false 

doctrine about Jesus Christ. These individuals claimed to be apostles of Jesus Christ and 

claimed that Paul was in fact, not a true apostle and therefore had no authority to 

preach the doctrine he had preached to them. 



Of course, they said this because they were preaching doctrine different than what Paul 

preached. Paul preached true Biblical doctrine, the same doctrine of the other 12 

apostles. 

The Corinthians should have immediately examined what these false teachers were 

saying and once they realized they were teaching something different than Paul and the 

other apostles, put them out of the church. But they didn’t. Instead, they endured their 

teaching, listening to it and wondering about it. Paul thus writes to them a warning 

about the danger of what they were doing. 

v.2-3 

v. 2 Paul tells them that he is righteously jealous for them like a husband whose wife is 

being persuaded to leave him and turn to another. 

v.3 He fears that as satan deceived Eve, they to would be deceived and led astray from 

the simplicity and pure devotion to Jesus Christ, which the true gospel has brought to 

them by teaching faith in Christ. 

Satan has two goals attacking believers with these kinds of lies. 

1. He desires for us to add ritual and works to our walk with Christ. This can cause us 

to become legalistic and burdened in our daily lives as we attempt to please Christ 

through works. Rather we should live by faith that Christ is already pleased with us and 

desires to work through us for our blessing and his glory. 

2. He desires to confuse us about Christ and get us to doubt our beliefs in the true 

Jesus and gospel we have committed our lives to. 

He can’t get us to turn away from the true Christ and go into a cult, but he can get us 

to be confused and doubt our beliefs. 

v.4 

Then Paul gives three deceptions of Satan about Jesus and the gospel. 

v. 4 “For if someone comes to you and preaches a Jesus other than the Jesus we 

preached, or if you receive a different spirit from the one you received, or a different 

gospel from the one you accepted, you put up with it easily enough.” 



You “put up with it” or “bear this beautifully” expresses a rebuke. What is the matter 

with you? – you are easily putting up with this false doctrine. Instead of getting rid of it, 

you endure it and listen to it. 

Paul gives three elements of false doctrine about Christ. 

1) They preach a Jesus other than the Jesus we preached…” 

They preach a false Jesus. The Jesus of the Bible perverted into someone other than he 

is. They preach a Jesus who was Son of God, but not Son of man, or Son of man and 

not Son of God, one who was crucified, but not risen from the dead. 

Today there are many groups that would have us believe that they are Christian, but 

they do not preach the true Christ. Any group that does not preach that Jesus was both 

fully God and fully man, the second person of the Triune God is false. 

2) They have “a different spirit from the one you received…” 

Faith in Jesus Christ brings the Holy Spirit into our lives and it is the Holy Spirit that 

helps us to grow and mature in Christ on a daily basis. Those who preach a different 

gospel come with a different spirit, not the Holy Spirit. 

This other spirit is a demonic spirit which refers to the Satanic lies behind the false 

doctrine they bring. 

3) They have “a different gospel from the one you accepted…” 

A different gospel is a different way of salvation from the true gospel. This tells us that 

Satan sets up counterfeit “Christian” religions with Christ involved that have a false way 

of salvation 

How can we tell who is right? 

2 Cor.11:4 

Paul says “other than the Jesus we preached.” 

The only true Jesus and the only true spirit and the only true gospel is the one 

preached by the apostles in the NT. How can this be? How can false teachers go around 

looking like Christians and talking about a counterfeit Jesus and a counterfeit way of 

salvation that is not Biblical? 



Paul answers this question in 2 Cor.11: 13-15. 

v. 13 “false apostles…masquerading as apostles of Christ” 

They look and act like they come from God and yet they come from the devil himself. 

v. 13 “deceitful workers…” 

They were workers, laborers, doers. 

They work and labor and put out great effort in the name of their counterfeit Jesus and 

their counterfeit way of salvation. In our age of tolerance, we think that anyone who 

puts out great effort and labor and work in the name of Jesus somehow cannot be 

wrong, even though they do not teach the truth. 

How can they do this? 

v. 14 “for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.” 

Paul says do not be surprised for this is the way of their leader – Satan. There is no 

wonder about it at all. Satan himself masquerades or disguises himself as an angel of 

light. He makes people think that they are dealing with an angel of light, rather than 

who he is the prince of darkness. 

 

v. 15 “servants of righteousness” 

His servants masquerade as servants of righteousness. 

4. Satan can physically afflict us or ones that we love with illness, crimes, 

disasters, persecution and the like. 

This creates great trials in our lives which in turn pushes us to question what we believe 

and how we are living. There are several very important passages in the Scriptures 

dealing with topic we will begin with Job. 

a. Satan tempts us by inflicting upon us crime or war, natural disasters, or physical 

illness 

Job 1:1-2:8 

Physical and psychological trials - “Squeeze him and he will break” 

1: 13-15 crime and war 

1:16 “the fire of God” – lightning MHC 



1:17 crime and war 

1:18 natural disaster – a mighty wind 

2: 6-8 physical illness 

So Satan has the ability to move unbelievers to action and to cause natural disasters 

and physical illness. 

Notice, several things: 

1. God had a hedge around Job – which simply means God’s protective care which in 

terms of Job God had by his divine sovereignty chosen to protect him from all these 

things. 

Job.1:10 

2. Satan had to ask permission to afflict Job was limited by God’s sovereign will. 

Nothing is out of God’s control, not even Satan’s activities. 

3. This was allowed by God to show the solid character of Job’s faith and obedience, it 

was done by Satan to tempt Job to turn away from God. Job, in fact, did honor God. At 

first, he was unwavering 1: 10, then he struggled later in the book, but in the end he 

held on to his faith and was taught much truth about suffering. 

Job.1: 20-22 

4. Satan’s goal was not for Job to struggle with his faith. It was for Job to completely 

and utterly turn away from God by cursing God. This is Satan’s goal for us. 

Job.1: 9-10 

Job.2: 4-5 

5. Notice Job does not focus on the attack of Satan he focuses on wearing the armor of 

God – faith and obedience. 

Job.1: 20-22 

Job.2: 10 

Job does not spend time identifying the attacker, “Was this just a natural occurrence or 

from Satan or what?” 

He understands that all things are under God’s sovereign control, and focuses on God. 

There is no binding of Satan anywhere in Job. There is only faith and obedience. In 



fact, after these two events, for the rest of the 40 chapters there is not mention or 

focus on Satan. The theme presented is that the focus is God and us; God allowed 

Satan to tempt, we are to trust and obey and that is it. 

b. Satan tempts us through persecution. 

1 Pet.5: 8-9 

“Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion 

looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in your faith, because you 

know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of 

sufferings.” 

The context of the devil’s temptation as a roaring lion is the suffering of persecution as 

indicated in this verse. 

v.9 “the same kinds of sufferings” refers to the sufferings of persecution. 

And this persecution can be subtle as well as strong. 

Persecution can come in the form of pressure to compromise the Biblical principles we 

follow. 

Standing firm is holding onto your faith. 

How do we stand firm against these attacks? 

How Do Christians Stand Firm 
Against Satanic Attack? 

How do we stand firm against all these attacks? 

Summary of article: 

1. Christians need to depend on God for spiritual strength against Satan and his 

demons. 



2. Christians need to make the characteristics of Christ a part of their lives 

3. Christians have victory over Satan when they stand firm in their beliefs, values, 

attitudes, and actions. 

You don’t attempt to watch for individual attacks and stand firm against individual 

attacks, but rather you look for how Satan is generally go to attack and live in such a 

way that thwarts his attack wherever it may come. 

Christians stand firm against Satan by reflecting Christ’s characteristics in their lives. In 

Eph.6:10-13, Paul calls this “putting on the full armor of God.” 

How do we prepare for battle with Satan and his demons? How do we make ourselves 

ready everyday for his attacks so that when he does we will not be defeated? 

1. Christians need to depend on God for spiritual strength against Satan and his 

demons. 

In Eph.6:10 Paul writes, “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power 

of his might.” 

No matter what you say or what you do in warfare, victory belongs to the strong. 

Diplomacy is great before the war begins, but once it begins, only strength matters. 

And in a war with Satan and his demons, diplomacy means nothing, only strength 

matters. - POWER 

This is especially true because Satan cannot be reasoned with. He has no characteristic 

in him that would cause him to show the slightest mercy or grace. He knows only 

rebellion against God and only destruction and he desires to enlist as many as he can in 

his campaign against God no matter what the consequences for people. 

Satan cannot be persuaded to change; he can only be forced to flee from us. 

So, Paul begins with strength and power, but not our own. 



In v. 10, “be strong” is passive and has the idea of “be strengthened” or “receive 

strength” from another source. It does not mean to “make yourself strong and 

powerful.” 

We, as human beings, do not have the strength in ourselves to stand against 

supernaturally powerful evil angels like Satan and his demons. 

We are no match for Satan in our own power. But the Lord does have the power to 

defeat Satan and that’s whom we receive our power from. 

Notice, in v. 10, it says “in the Lord and in his mighty power.” “In the Lord” means “in 

union with the Lord.” “To be strong in union with the Lord,” means “to receive spiritual 

strength from the Lord in our battle with Satan.” “His mighty power” refers to all God’s 

omnipotent and infinite power that He possesses. This means “Don’t flex your muscles, 

flex God’s muscles.” 

God has unlimited power, Satan has limited power. God’s might is infinite. In Job 42:2, 

Job says, “I know that you can do anything and that no purpose of yours can be 

withheld from you.” 

God is sovereign over Satan and rules over all his activities. 

In Job.1:1-2:10 God gives Satan permission to attack Job who is a believer and puts 

limits on what Satan can do. God is the most powerful being in the universe. His power 

is infinitely superior to Satan’s. All of Satan’s works are under God’s control. 

God allows Satan to work. God allows him to have a kingdom for a temporary period of 

time. God has already put many boundaries on Satan, which he cannot cross when it 

comes to us His children. 

Satan is very limited in regards to what he can do in our lives. How do we tap God’s 

omnipotent power when Satan Attacks? 

First, we have to depend on it. “Be strong” implies that we need to depend on God to 

work in our lives. We need to rely on His power in our lives. 

How do we do that? We do it by putting on the whole armor of God. 



In Eph.6:11-13, Paul says to “put on the whole armor of God.” 

When we put on the whole armor of God we wield God’s power against Satan. 

To bring out his second way of preparation and later to show us the way to victory, 

Paul uses the image of a Roman soldier. 

The armor of God is a metaphor, a comparison. The Armor is symbolic of Christlike 

qualities we need to have in our lives in order to defeat Satan’s temptations. 

2. Christians need to make the characteristics of Christ a part of their lives 

In Eph.6:11 Paul says, “Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand 

against the wiles of the devil.” 

“Put on” means “to make these characteristics a part of your life. It means to display 

these characteristics as the regular pattern of your life. 

So, “to put on the breastplate of righteousness,” means to make righteousness a part of 

your life, the regular pattern of your life.” 

So, when Paul says, “put on the armor of God,” he means make these characteristics a 

regular part of your life and when Satan attacks, you will defeat him. 

Satan’s attacks are constant with varying intensity. If you don’t have a particular 

characteristic as a part of your life before the attack, it will be very difficult when he 

attacks. 

That’s the whole issue. We don’t need to be watching every second for satanic 

temptations coming our way. Rather we are to develop certain characteristics in our 

lives that keep us prepared at all times for satanic attack. 

If Satan uses the world in attacking us, we face the attacks of the world every day. 

Think of it this way. If we add the analogy from Hebrews 12, we are running a race. 



As a Christian we are not standing around waiting for Satan to attack, we are engaged 

in living the Christian life as God intended. We are running a spiritual race. Paul would 

say, “when you run the race make sure that you are wearing armor, because this race 

is happening in the midst of a war and the enemy is all around.” 

Notice in v. 11, Paul says to wear the “whole armor.” This means that we need to have 

all these characteristics in our lives at the same time. 

Every one of these characteristics must be a part of our lives if we are to defeat Satan. 

If you are missing any part, Satan will hit you there. He will find the weak link. 

What is the armor? What are these characteristics of Christ that we are to make a part 

of our lives? 

1. Belt of truth - living according to the truth of God as revealed in the Scriptures 

2. Breastplate of righteousness - living according to God’s way of living 

3. Shoes of the preparation of the gospel of peace - living with assurance that you have 

peace with God 

4. Shield of faith - living by faith 

5. Helmet of salvation - living with assurance that we are eternally saved and nothing 

can take our salvation away 

6. Sword of the spirit, which is the Word of God - living according to the Word of God 

That is, if we are maturing in Christ so that these Christ-like characteristics are in our 

lives according to our maturity level, we will be able to stand firm against Satan. 

These are the characteristics that need to be in our lives—every one of them. 

I am not going to take the time to go through each one, but let me give you a summary 

of them. 

1. The Belt of Truth - “having girded yourself (put on a belt) with truth” 



“To gird yourself” in modern terms means to “put on a belt.” The belt is truth. To put it 

around your waist means to commit yourself to know, understand, and live out the 

truth in your life as God has revealed it in the Scriptures. 

If Satan is trying to redefine sin or tempt us to doubt God’s love, it is only God’s truth 

that can keep us from being deceived. 

Our beliefs, values, attitudes and actions must be based on God’s truth. 

Ask yourself when you are tempted - Is there something I am being tempted to believe 

about God that is not true or to believe about his Word that is not true? 

2. The Breastplate of righteousness - “putting on the breastplate of righteousness” 

What he’s talking about here is the personal daily righteousness in our lives. 

Righteousness is conforming to God’s ethical and moral standards. It is following God’s 

commands and way of living. 

To put on the breastplate of righteousness means to follow God’s commandments (His 

way of living) as revealed in the Scriptures as the regular pattern of our lives. 

There are only two ways of living in the universe – God’s way and Satan’s way which 

unbelieving man reflects. 

We need to make a commitment to live God’s way. This commitment will help keep us 

strong against the world’s temptations. 

3. The shoes of the gospel of peace - “your feet fitted with the shoes of preparation of 

the gospel of peace” 

The shoes represent “preparation or readiness to stand against Satan” which comes 

from a firm spiritual footing, which comes from the gospel of peace. 

The gospel of peace is the good news that we can have peace with God through 

Christ’s death on the cross. 



Rom.5:1 says, “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ.” 

That peace gives us two very important blessings that we need to continually hold onto 

if we are to stand against Satan. First, it means that God is always with us working in 

our behalf (1 Jn.3:1). Second, it means that we may approach our Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ at anytime for help (Heb.4:14-16). 

To put on the shoes of the gospel of peace is “to continually hold onto the confidence 

that we have peace with God through Jesus Christ, that God is always with us working 

for our blessing and we may approach him for help at anytime.” 

We must hold onto this truth at all times. Satan will attempt to get us to believe that we 

have no resources or that we have only ourselves. When we face life’s trials and 

troubles, we need a firm confidence that the Lord will be there to help us. If we don’t 

have that confidence, we will despair and seek the world’s way out. We will try to 

escape using selfishness, addictions, and other such behaviors. 

If we have turned away from the Lord and now want to turn toward him and follow 

him, we need to know he will be there to welcome us back because we have peace with 

him in Christ. If we feel that we have to clean up our act on our own and then 

approach the Lord we will not be able to turn toward him. 

But if we know that we can turn toward the Lord for help, and that he will help rebuild 

our lives, if we will confess and turn to him, then we will be strong and be able to stand 

against Satan. 

How can we follow the Lord’s way of living and not turn toward the world’s way, if we 

do not believe that our lives are in his hands and that he is there to bless and 

strengthen us at all times? 

This is why it is so important that we know we have peace with God forever and that 

this peace, this relationship we have with him is unconditional. 

4. The shield of faith - “Above all, taking the shield of faith, with which you shall be able 

to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one.” 



To wield the shield of faith is to trust daily in what God has revealed in His Word. 

Our faith is only as good as the object of our faith. Because the Word of God reveals 

what the true God says and it is true, then when we trust it, our faith becomes our 

shield. 

To wield it we need to know and understand the Word of God so we can know what 

God wants us to trust him for. 

What are the fiery darts of Satan? They are all the temptations he brings through the 

world, which are described at the beginning of this article. 

5. The helmet of salvation - “take up the helmet of salvation” 

The idea here is “assurance of salvation.” 

And in Scripture “assurance of salvation” has three aspects: 

1) Assurance that we are saved 

2) Assurance that we cannot lose our salvation 

3) Assurance that salvation will bring eternal blessing in God’s presence forever 

Taking up the helmet of salvation is holding on to these precious truths, that we are 

saved, that we cannot lose our salvation, and that our salvation will bring a future of 

eternal blessing. 

Why is this so important? 

If we as Christians did not believe that we would spend an eternity with Jesus Christ in 

eternal joy and happiness, why would we turn away from sin and honor God when it 

requires great sacrifice on our part? 

When we are in the midst of physical trials and even facing death, if we did not believe 

that we were headed to a better place, how could we trust God and obey Him and 

endure? 



6. The sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God - “the sword of the Spirit which is 

the Word of God.” 

This “sword” is called by Paul “the sword of the Spirit”, that is it is the sword which 

comes from and belongs to the Holy Spirit. 

This sword, which comes from and belongs to the Holy Spirit, is “the word of God.” The 

sword represents the word of God. 

The Greek word used for Word here refers to specific statements, commands and truths 

in the Word of God as a whole. 

The sword is wielded when we apply specific Biblical statements, commands, and truths 

to specific situations, issues and temptations in our lives. 

The Bible gives God’s will on a variety of subjects and we need to apply them to the 

subjects that they address. 

So wielding the sword of the Spirit means to apply specific Scriptures to our lives. 

How do we wield the sword of the Spirit in regard to temptation? 

The sword is wielded when we apply specific Biblical statements, commands, and truths 

to temptations in our lives. 

We need to be examining regularly what we think and what we believe to make sure it 

conforms to what the Bible says about it. 

We need to continually ask ourselves, “Is this what the Bible teaches?” 

Many of Satan’s temptations come from beliefs and values the world has. We need to 

make sure that we have not fallen into the way the world thinks about things, but make 

sure we believe and value what the Lord says is right and good. 

When we are tempted, to wield the sword, we need to think of the appropriate truth in 

God’s Word, Holy Spirit brings to mind, then trust it and obey it. 



If we do that, we will turn away from that temptation. 

When we are tempted, do we address Satan, “Be gone Satan, the Bible says be anxious 

for nothing, but…” or “Get out of here, demon, the Bible says do not lie.” 

No, this is not the idea here. We wield the sword by trusting and obeying the Word, by 

applying the Word to our lives. 

We also use the sword of the Spirit offensively when we share the truth of God with 

others. The Word of God destroys Satan’s lies with the truth. 

As we speak the Word of God to others both believers and unbelievers we destroy any 

lies that they might be believing (2 Cor.10:3-6). 

3. Christians have victory over Satan when they stand firm in their beliefs, values, 

attitudes, and actions. 

What is the victory over Satan that we as Christians can experience by making Christlike 

characteristics part our lives? 

What does God expect from us when we are facing temptations from Satan? What kind 

of victory can we have? 

Paul gives the answer in Eph.6:11 when he says, “Put on the whole armor of God so 

that you may be able to stand firm against the wiles of the devil.” 

“Stand firm” means just that, we are to stand firm and we can stand firm. 

The purpose of depending on the Lord’s power and wearing the armor of God is so that 

we might be able to stand firm. 

This is what God wants us to do when Satan attacks. God wants us not to fall, not to 

give into temptation, but to stand firm in what we believe and in doing what we know 

to be right. We are to stand firm for Jesus Christ. 

We will be able to resist Satan and stand firm. 



In Eph.6:13, Paul gives us the time of temptation, “the day of evil.” “The day of evil” 

refers to a period of temptation, a time when the temptation to do evil is intensified in 

our lives. Satan is constantly attacking us through the world, but there are times of 

particular intensity. 

This could be a time of trial, financial, physical, or emotional. It could be a time of great 

emotional and physical fatigue. It could be a time of great victory when we can be 

susceptible to evil. 

When it comes, we are to resist. We are to have stood firm in what we believe, what 

godly lives we are living, and what ministry we are accomplishing for the Lord. 

When the time of temptation is over you have stood firm when you still believe the 

same, you still live the same kind of godly life, and you still do the things God has given 

you to do. 

Notice, God does not say we are to beat Satan up; we are not to win demons to Christ; 

we are not to attack Satan directly. We are not to hunt for Demonic strongholds and 

tear them down. We are to stand firm and to use the other analogy from Hebrews, 

keep on running the race. 

That’s our victory. Satan wants us to fear him so we will not resist him. We can resist 

Satan and have victory over him and his demonic army. 
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Tonight we are going to do the third in our brief study on Satan: Is He?  Who Is 

He?  And What Is He Like?  The apostle Paul, in 2 Corinthians, chapter 2 and verse 11, 

says that we are not to be ignorant of the schemes, or the plans, or the stratagems, or 

the tricks of Satan.  We need to know how he works.  We need to know something of 
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his character, something of his person, something of his approach.  And since we have 

the Word of God, which unmasks Satan’s disguises, and which reveals his schemes, 

there’s really no reason to be ignorant.  What we’re attempting to do in our study 

together is simply open the pages of the Word of God, and show you what God has 

revealed about our enemy.  We have already seen that one of his most clever ploys is 

to make men believe that he doesn’t exist.  If there is no enemy, then there doesn’t 

need to be any defense, and if there is no defense, then victory is easy.  

For those who insist on believing that he exists, Satan would rather set forth false ideas 

about himself; that he does exist but he’s something less than what he really is.  Some 

would imagine him to be a sort of a mythological figure representing general 

evil.  Others would see him as a satin-suited, horned, red, forked-tail, pitchfork, sort of 

degraded fairy-tale monster.  Others would see him as somebody to be feared, and 

somebody to torment Christians, from whom we have to run and go somewhere to get 

delivered.  Believe me, Satan would rather be non-existent, and if he can’t be non-

existent, at least in the mind of a man, he would certainly like to be, at least, invisible in 

his reality.  So he masks himself and the Bible unmasks him.  It’s amazing that even 

those who claim to worship Satan are really not worshiping the Satan that exists, but a 

manufactured Satan that Satan himself uses to trap men.  He is a deceiver.  He is the 

master deceiver of the universe.  And we’ve seen in past weeks how careful we need to 

be in understanding that.  

For religious people, for people who not only believe in the devil, but believe in God, 

and maybe believe in the true God, Satan has another approach.  He likes to be 

mistaken for God.  Tertullian once said: “Diabolos est Dei simia,” and that translates 

into “The devil is God’s monkey.”  What Tertullian meant was that the devil likes 

nothing better than to ape God, and believe me, there are a lot of unwitting Christian 

people who think God is doing something when it isn’t God at all.  Now, we have in the 

past several weeks carefully tried to explore his character, in an effort to explode the 

myths that he has authored to hide his true self.  We have tried to unmask him.  We 

have studied the question is he, and determined that he is.  We’ve studied the question 

who is he, and we’ve unmasked him as a fallen angel.  We’ve talked about what he is 

like, and we’ve gone to study what he is like from the standpoint of his names and his 

titles and the terms used to describe him.  

And tonight we come to the fourth point in our outline: how does he operate?  And this 

really brings it down to the practicum of our own living.  How does Satan operate in the 



world to bring about his own ends?  Now, this gets us into the very nitty-gritty of 

living.  Hang on to your Bible, because we’ll be pointing out many important things. 

Now, in the operation of Satan we simply need to understand that he operates in two 

categories.  He operates in his own children, and he operates on the children of God, 

and those are the two spheres in which Satan functions.  Now, let’s look, first of all, at 

category number one, and see how Satan works in his own children.  And, I believe, 

that all people in the world who are without Jesus Christ, who are outside the family of 

God, are the children of Satan, and I would take that from 1 John 5:19, where it says: 

“And the whole world lies in the wicked one.”  Jesus said in John 8:44 of the Pharisees: 

“Ye are of your father the devil,” and I believe it could be broadened to include 

anybody who’s not a child of God. 

Now, how then does Satan work in his own children?  Let me suggest to you three 

ways, generally, and some specifics under that.  First of all, his work of preventing; 

Satan is busily engaged in the work of preventing.  There are several items we could 

talk about under this, but for a beginning, look at the eighth chapter of Luke, and then 

we’ll compare with it the thirteenth chapter of Matthew.  The eighth chapter of Luke, 

and we’ll skip the initial instruction of our Lord in the parable and we’ll go right to His 

explanation of it in verse 11, Luke 8:11.  “Now the parable is this: the seed is the word 

of God,” and of course, you know a sower was sowing seed.  The sower speaks of that 

one who spreads the Word, who spreads the truth.  “The seed is the Word of 

God.  Those by the wayside are they that hear.  Then cometh the devil and taketh 

away the Word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved.”  

And you will notice back at verse 5 that the wayside is described there as trodden 

down; a path that is pressed down, that is rock hard.  The seed falls, it just sits there 

and the birds take it.  And that’s emblematic of the Word of God being spread on hard 

soil that does not receive it, and the devil comes and takes it away.  The devil is in the 

business of preventing, and the first area is he snatches away the Word.  He snatches 

away the Word.  Further, to understand the complete picture of the parable, we should 

look at Matthew chapter 13; there are some other items there that would add to our 

understanding.  Matthew chapter 13, we have the parable again here.  Verse 19: 

“When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and understands it not, then comes the 

wicked one, catches away that which was sown in his heart; this is he that received 

seed by the wayside.”  Here comes the devil and snatches it away.  Now, in this parable 

we have four kinds of hearts, four kinds of soil.  We have the unresponsive heart in 

verse 19, “Understandeth it not.”  It doesn’t register; there is totally an unresponsive 

heart. 
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Then we have the impulsive heart, verse 20 and 21: “Receive the seed the same, and 

hears the Word and immediately with joy receives it, yet hath he not root in himself, 

endures for a while, tribulation or persecution arises because of the Word, and 

immediately he’s offended.”  This is the impulsive heart.  The person who makes an 

impulsive commitment to Christ that has no real root.  Verse 22 tells us about the 

preoccupied heart.  “He also that received seed among the thorns is he that hears the 

Word, and the care of this age and the deceitfulness of riches, chokes the Word and he 

becomes unfruitful.”  Here is the case of somebody who’s too preoccupied with the 

system to give himself to the Word.  Then there is in verse 23 the good ground, the 

responsive heart.  So we have an unresponsive heart, an impulsive heart, a preoccupied 

heart, and a responsive heart.  

We find, then, that in our look, we are looking at an unresponsive heart; and the Word 

of God lands on that heart where there is indifference, where there is callousness, 

where there is unresponsive attitude, there is rejection, and the devil comes along and 

just snatches the Word away.  Now notice this: the devil can do that because the heart 

is hard.  The issue here is the hardness of the heart.  The parable teaches that the 

result of hearing the gospel is always dependent on the condition of the heart.  And it is 

only where the heart is hard that Satan can move in and take away the Word, and that 

is precisely what he wants to do.  Before the person can meditate on it, or think about 

it, or allow it to become in any sense significant, Satan snatches it away by dragging 

new allurements that are more appealing, new allurements that haven’t been rejected, 

in front of the attention, and those divert, and the Word is lost. 

There is a second passage that would help us to understand his work of preventing, 

and that would be in 2 Corinthians, chapter 4, verse 3.  Here the apostle Paul is talking 

somewhat about his own ministry, and about how God changed his life, and he was 

transformed from one who propagated the hidden things of dishonesty to one who 

spoke the truth.  And he says in verse 3: “If our gospel be hidden, it is hidden to them 

that are lost, in whom the god of this age” – who is that – Satan – “has blinded the 

minds of them who believe not.”  And here again, the inference is that Satan can only 

blind one who willfully won’t believe.  That it isn’t the idea that God wants you saved 

and Satan wants you lost and you cast the deciding vote.  It isn’t the idea that you’re 

being victimized by Satan; you’re sort of trapped, you’d like to vote for God, but you’re 

blinded.  It’s the idea that because there is an unbelieving heart Satan can move in and 

make you blind.  



Satan is in the business of preventing.  And to such people with hard hearts, the gospel 

is irrelevant.  In 1 Corinthians 1:18, “the preaching of the cross is to them that perish” 

– what – “foolishness.”  Satan moves and snatches it away.  But not only is Satan 

involved in the work of preventing in terms of his work in his own children, but 

secondly, in the work of perverting.  He not only desires to prevent the truth, he desires 

to pervert the truth, so that what people are hearing isn’t the truth at all.  And he does 

this by several means.  Number one is by teaching false doctrine.  Dr.  Pentecost has a 

very helpful statement.  This is what he says, and I quote: “Satan, of course, would 

rather not have to do the work of taking away the seed that has been sown.  He would 

rather so control the one who is doing the preaching that something other than the 

good seed of the Word of God is proclaimed.  Now listen: think of the work that Satan 

has to accomplish when the Word is preached.  If there are 500 people present when 

the true Word of God is planted in 500 hearts, he has to have 5O0 demons getting into 

500 different lives to take out that which has been sown.  Well, I don’t know if that’s 

true, he could have one very fast demon, or any multiple of such, but the point is 

obvious.  What an economy of operation it is if he can have those people who think 

they will be taught the Word of God, hear some lie of the devil.  He had to work with 

only one individual instead of 500.  But knowing that the Word of God will be 

proclaimed, and that the truth of God will be declared, Satan has prepared to prevent 

the good seed of the Word from falling into the good ground if he can.” 

I’m sure that he’s right in this sense, Satan would much rather pervert than 

prevent.  That’s after the fact.  He is actively perverting by teaching false 

doctrine.  Believe me, Satan’s ministers speak every Sunday from thousands of pulpits, 

don’t they?  In 2 Corinthians, I would draw you to a familiar portion of Scripture that 

must be considered in relation to this, 2 Corinthians chapter 11, and verse 13, says: 

“For such are false prophets, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the 

apostles of Christ.”  You want to know where Satan is most active, it’s within the 

framework of religion, and in our case, the framework of the Christian religion.  “No 

marvel” – don’t be surprised – “for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light; 

therefore it’s no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of 

righteousness.”  Satan does the work of perverting by putting his own demon-

influenced and demon-possessed people in pulpits, propagating false doctrine. 

In 1 Timothy, for example, you’re familiar with the passage in chapter 4, which says: 

“The Spirit speaks expressly that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, 

giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of demons, speaking lies and hypocrisy, 

having their conscience seared with a hot iron.”  They go right ahead speaking 
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hypocritical lies and it doesn’t even seem to bother them.  False prophets – and they 

are myriad – they are Satan’s great weapon.  In 2 Thessalonians, chapter 2 and verse 

9, we find that Satan is going to do some amazing things, apparently during the period 

of the tribulation.  It says, “Even him whose coming is after the working of Satan with 

all power and signs and lying wonders.”  Not only do they sometimes speak lies that 

sound like the truth, but they sometimes do deeds that are Satanic but appear to be 

godly, and there we have again Satan aping God.  Have you ever analyzed what the 

core of Satan’s false doctrine is?  Let me just give it to you in a nutshell; as one guy 

said, “If you can get this in your head, you’ve got it in a nutshell.”  

But just one thought – what is the basic false doctrine that Satan propagates?  Number 

one is always denies the authority of Scripture – always.  You see, if you can destroy 

the authority of this book, there isn’t any authority anywhere, and then nothing matters 

– nothing.  Everything becomes arbitrary.  He began in the very beginning, in Genesis 

3, when he said to Eve, “Hath God” – what – “said?”  Did God say that?  How do you 

know God said it?  Casting aspersions on the truth of God; that’s typical.  Second 

Timothy chapter 4, he not only did it at the beginning, he’s going to do it all the time till 

the end.  “They shall turn away their ears from the truth and shall be turned unto 

fables.”  Verse 3: “The time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but 

after their own lusts shall heap to themselves teachers, false teachers, tickling their 

ears.”  Satan denies the authority of Scripture. 

Secondly, Satan invariably denies the deity of Christ.  False teachers will invariably deny 

the deity of Christ, denying the Lord that bought them, and that includes the doctrine of 

salvation.  If you wipe out the deity of Christ, you’ve wiped out the doctrine of salvation 

with it; the two have to go together.  If Christ was not the God-man, and if He was not 

God Almighty in human flesh, dying on the cross, then the atonement that He 

purported to accomplish, He didn’t accomplish at all, and so salvation is gone.  And that 

fits Satan, because his great lie in the area of salvation is that you’re not saved by faith, 

you’re saved by what?  Works.  There’s only two ways to get saved; one is the religion 

of divine accomplishment, and the other is the religion of human achievement.  That’s 

Paul’s great argument in the book of Galatians; that a man is not saved by human 

achievement but by divine accomplishment.  So Satan denies the authority of Scripture, 

he denies the deity of Christ.  “Test the spirits,” said John in I John 4, “and find out 

whether they’re real.  Any spirit that denies Jesus is Christ, God come in the flesh, is 

spirit of antichrist.” 



Another thing that Satan always denies, along with the authority of Scripture, the deity 

of Christ, and salvation by grace through faith, is he always denies the second 

coming.  Because the second coming is connected with judgment, and you’ll find that 

usually false teachers have the most messed up eschatology conceivable because 

they’ve got to get rid of ultimate judgment.  In 2 Peter 3, it tells us that the false 

teachers are saying, scoffingly, in verse 4, “Where is the promise of His coming, for 

since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the 

creation.”  Peter says, “Are you willingly ignorant of the flood, or is that an 

oversight?  All things haven’t continued as they were.”  And so they are busy 

propagating false doctrine – denying the authority of Scripture, the deity of Christ, the 

doctrine of salvation by grace through faith and the second coming.  

In its place, they propagate a lot of other false doctrine.  For example, one of Satan’s 

very favorites is that you can get away with rebellion; he loves that one.  As I told you 

last week, Satan is trying to prove that rebellion against God works.  That’s the whole 

plan that he’s trying to unfold, and that is what God is trying to show you is not the 

case.  Rebellion against Him will not work.  God wants the universe to know that.  And 

so, Satan is able to run the gamut of his rebellion, that God may show every creature in 

the universe that rebellion run out as far as it will go won’t work.  But Satan wants men 

to believe that you can do just exactly what you want, and everything’s going to come 

out all right.  Rebellion will work.  That’s the lie. 

I always remember reading the story of Hemingway.  It was in an article written 

in Playboy magazine, which was quoted in Eternity magazine, where I read it.  It stated 

the fact that – it was right after Hemingway’s death – and it was regarding the fact that 

at his heyday, it was said that he had proven that you could sin and get away with 

it.  He had destroyed biblical morality by doing exactly as he pleased and having the 

world on a string.  It said he had won wars and tumbled women and done this and had 

drunk as much as he – on and on it went, giving him every bit of credit for having just 

obliterated the biblical morality.  And then 10 years later, to the very day, he took a 

gun, put it to the side of his head, and blew his brains out. 

Satan says you can get away with rebellion.  Don’t you believe it.  That’s one of his 

false doctrines.  You can sin all you want, everything will be all right. 

Another thing that Satan is propagated historically is that idolatry is the thing to do.  It’s 

wonderful to have a god.  He’d love everybody to have a god, as long as it’s the wrong 

one.  He doesn’t want everybody to be an atheist, he just as soon have everybody a 



religionist, worshiping the god who isn’t there.  That’s why the Bible tells us that the 

gods of the nations are demons.  Man wants to worship a rock, Satan will let him 

worship the rock, and have a demon impersonate the god he thinks is in the rock, and 

hold him hooked to the rock.  Psalm 106, I think it is, verse 36 says: “They serve their 

idols which were a snare to them; yea, they sacrificed their sons and their daughters 

unto demons.”  When they were sacrificing to idols they were sacrificing to demons, for 

demons had impersonated the god they assumed to exist.  Satan would love people to 

be religious, as long as it’s the wrong god.  Satan even promotes angel worship.  Read 

Colossians, chapter 2, verses 18 to 23; he would like people to worship angels.  There 

are people today who do that.  They do that even in the Roman Catholic Church.  So, 

Satan perverts by false doctrine, counteracting true doctrine and propagating false 

doctrine.  

Another way that Satan perverts is by molding a damning life style; not only by false 

doctrine, but just by trapping people in a damning life style, from which they are unable 

to be extricated.  And we find that in Ephesians, chapter 2, verses 1 to 3: “And you 

hath He made alive who were dead in trespasses and sin, in which in time past you 

walked according to the course of the world.”  Satan would love to get people trapped 

in his system, so that they walk according to the course of the world, so that they are 

under the prince of the power of the air, so that he is working in them, “the spirit that 

works in the sons of disobedience.”  He wants to trap men, as it says in verse 3, “in the 

lusts of the flesh, so that they fulfill the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and are by 

nature the objects of God’s wrath.”  Satan wants to get men trapped in a damning life 

style from which they cannot extricate themselves.  Not just propagating theory, but 

dragging them into practice that becomes binding.  

And then more specifically – and those may be somewhat general – more specifically, 

Satan works in his own children by oppression.  And that’s just a word; it isn’t trying to 

be a distinct word, it’s just a word that covers a lot of things: possession, obsession, 

oppression, whatever you like.  He works in his own people by a very direct 

oppression.  There are many ways to illustrate it.  Through lusts – there are lots of 

different demons.  Did you know that some of them are more rotten than others7 

Apparently there are degrees of evil.  Some of them apparently, by the terms used to 

describe them, are especially wicked ones.  Satan would like to drive men into the total 

abandonment to their lust, and he was successful.  If you’ll look at Romans, chapter 1, 

you’ll see, for the most part, that the world did just that.  It says in verse 24: “God gave 

them up.”  



That’s the way they wanted to go, they exchanged God for Satan, “So God gave them 

up to uncleanness, through the lusts of their own hearts to dishonor their own bodies 

between themselves.”  Verse 26: “For this cause God gave them up to vile affections, 

for even their women did exchange the natural use for that which is against 

nature.”  You’ll notice the body seems to be the major feature of 24, whereas the heart 

seems to be, the affection seems to be the major feature of verse 26, and the mind the 

major feature of verse 28.  “Even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, 

God gave them over to a reprobate mind.”  So, body, heart, and mind – body, 

affections and intellect – all corrupted.  “And they were filled with all unrighteousness, 

fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness, full of envy, murder, strife, 

deceit, malignity, whispers,” et cetera, et cetera, et cetera.  “And even thought they 

knew the judgment of God,” verse 32 says, “that they who commit such things are 

worthy of death, they not only do the same but have pleasure in the others that do 

it.”  And so Satan would desire to oppress people through abandoning them to their 

lusts.  And my, don’t we see that in our world today?  Don’t we see people who have 

lost control?  They are totally abandoned to all the lusts. 

Other ways that Satan can oppress his people, not only through their lusts – and I’ve 

talked to people who have gone so far in the area of lust that they despise themselves; 

there are people who have killed themselves because of that.  I talked to a girl one time 

who couldn’t look in a mirror because the sight of herself made her sick.  But he also 

oppresses his own people through sickness.  The Bible in the gospel record gives us 

accounts of people who were made dumb – they couldn’t speak – by Satan and his 

demons, others who were made blind, others who had physical deformities, others who 

had epilepsy – people who actually had diseases that were propagated by Satan and his 

demons.  Further, he not only oppresses his people through lusts and through sickness, 

but through mental illness.  I believe that one of the great causes of mental illness in 

the world, and even today, obviously, is Satanic effort.  Have you read Mark, chapter 5, 

recently, about the maniac in Gadera, the man living among the Gadarenes, who was 

living in the tombs?  They were trying to bind him; he kept breaking everything with 

which they bound him, and he was cutting himself and he was crying out.  He was a 

horrible creature.  His insanity was due to the fact that he was absolutely possessed by 

demonic hosts.  He was a maniac. 

In Mark, chapter 9 and verse 22, there was a suicidal maniac who was trying to kill 

himself, strictly as a result of demonic power.  I’m sure that not only much mental 

illness but much suicide is a result of the activity of Satan – his oppression of his own 



people.  And then, of course, the illustration of Mark 5 also points out that Satan can 

oppress his people not only through insanity and suicidal desire, but even masochism, 

where they’re tearing themselves up.  And then another thought that maybe you 

haven’t thought about too much, but Satan apparently also, when God allows, can 

oppress his own children through death.  You say, “Where do you get that 

information?”  Look with me for a minute at Revelation chapter 9, verse 14, 13 really, 

we’ll start. 

“Sixth angel sounded, I heard the voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is 

before God” – it’s the sixth trumpet – “saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, 

‘Loose the four angels who are bound in the river Euphrates.’  And the four angels were 

loosed, and prepared for an hour, a day, and a month, and a year to slay a third part of 

men.  And the number of the army of the horsemen were two hundred thousand 

thousand” - two hundred million – and I heard the number of them and I saw the 

horses in the vision” – and so forth; it describes them.  “By these three was the third 

part of men killed, the fire, the smoke and the brimstone which issued out of their 

mouths.”  Here is a Satanic army, it’s a demon-inspired army that literally destroys one 

third of the earth.  God gives Satan the power to take life.  So he can oppress his 

people through lust, through sickness, through mental disease, and through death, if 

God gives him that right. 

How does Satan work in his own children?  Through preventing and through 

perverting.  Let me give you a third way – through politicking.  Satan works in his own 

people by influencing governments and nations.  You say, “How does Satan influence 

governments and nations?”  I had a most interesting conversation about a year ago 

with a young man who had been very involved in a society called the Mark Age Society 

which is a very upper echelon, demonic, séance-oriented, witchcraft-oriented 

group.  They have contacts with many mediums.  They meet in Santa Monica in a very 

large house, and they’re very wealthy people that are involved in it; some of them are 

very well-known people in the music industry.  And he was meeting with them quite 

regularly in this Mark Age Society, and he was finding out amazing bits of information, 

which he was passing on to me.  And I was getting information to which nobody in the 

world was exposed except this little group of people.  

He was telling me, for example, that those people have the knowledge of certain 

demons, and they know where certain other demons are assigned.  Now, whether or 

not you can believe all the demons say is a good question.  But what he found out, be 



it true or not, is very interesting.  Likely there’s some truth to it.  He was saying that 

the demon who is in charge of America, the one who is responsible for propagating 

certain demonic influence in America, is very high up in the U.N.  He indwells a certain 

figure who has some connection with America in the United Nations.  Now, that’s just 

one little piece of information he gave me.  I don’t want to tell you too much, or you’re 

liable to get your brain boggled.  He also said they told him where in the universe – 

supposedly on Mars and Jupiter – was the location of the headquarters of the demonic 

force, and this all was being passed on to him from mediums and spirits that they were 

contacting.  And he was saying that the demons have a network in the governments of 

countries like our own by which they control these countries.  

Now, if you think that’s something brand new, you ought to go back and read the tenth 

chapter of Daniel.  That’s nothing new at all.  Demons have been politicking since the 

beginning.  When Satan was unmasked in Isaiah 14, and when he was unmasked in 

Ezekiel 28, both times the prophet was really speaking to a human ruler, wasn’t 

he?  And then going behind that ruler, to the Satan who was really there; in the case of 

Daniel, chapter 10, you’ve got certain nations being governed by men, but men being 

possessed by demons.  So Satan has always been active politicking.  In fact, when he 

tempted our Lord in Matthew chapter 4, he had the audacity to say to Him, “If You will 

bow down to me, I will give You” what?  “All” what?  “The kingdoms of the 

world.”  Well, you know something?  He could have done that.  That’s the astounding 

fact.  

Ephesians 6 says, listen: “When you realize the reality of the Christian life, you will 

realize that we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 

powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness” 

where?  “In the heavenlies.”  Demons are really ruling this domain around us; from 

Babel on – Satan has run the nations of the world by his demon hosts, and God has 

allowed it, and God has kept control of it by the Holy Spirit, who is a restrainer.  But 

nevertheless, Satan is active.  So he operates in his own children by preventing, 

perverting, and politicking. 

How does he operate on Christians?  Let’s look at that.  How does he operate in our 

lives, you and me?  Why, this is really important; I’ll give you several ways.  Number 

one: by creating doubt.  One of the things he loves to do with Christians is to make us 

doubt; to make us struggle with reality.  In the last two days I went through such a 

struggle in my own mind over some doubt.  You know what Satan was saying to 



me?  This whole Christian thing is a bunch of baloney.  That’s right.  And I’d say, “Oh, 

no, it isn’t.  I didn’t come this far to hear that.”  And I struggled with it.  And I 

reassured my confidence by looking at the Word of God and by reciting verses; that “I 

know my Redeemer lives, and I know that what I’ve committed unto Him, He’s able to 

keep against that day.”  And I started saying all the “I know” verses.  Satan tempts us 

all that way.  He loves it.  

In the very beginning, in Genesis 3, what did he tempt Eve with?  Doubt God.  Doubt 

God’s word.  Doubt God’s goodness.  God made a mistake.  He should never have done 

that to you – dirty deal you got.  Doubt God’s concern.  Doubt God’s security.  And 

that’s why Paul says, in two places, “put on the helmet of the hope of salvation, and get 

rid of those doubts.”  If He said He saved you, that’s what He meant, and when Satan 

comes with the big rhomphaia, the big broadsword of doubt, it will glance off that 

helmet.  You are His.  You are secure. 

Another thing he likes to do, secondly, is this: not only creating doubt, but motivating 

persecution.  Satan loves to motivate persecution.  We see him creating doubt in 

Genesis chapter 3.  We see him motivating persecution in Revelation chapter 

2.  Revelation 2:10 says: “Fear none of the things which you shall suffer,” and this is 

the church of Smyrna, “behold the devil shall cast some of you into prison, you may be 

tried.”  Here we have an illustration that Satan loves to persecute the church.  In fact, 

we’ve just taken up where Israel left off.  He’s always persecuted Israel; read 

Revelation chapter 12, it’s all there.  He’s always persecuted the people, the woman 

that brought forth the man-child, people of God.  He persecutes the church today.  And 

here we find him in the church in Smyrna, giving us an illustration of the fact that “the 

devil cast some of you into prison, you may be tried and have tribulations 10 days.  Be 

faithful unto death and I’ll give you a crown of life.”  Satan wants to persecute the 

church.  

So Satan creates doubt.  Satan persecutes the church.  Expect it – that’s what he’s 

going to do.  Get ready for it.  Three – and we’re going by these quick, so hang on – 

Satan loves to hinder service.  He’s set about to hinder our service.  Sometimes it’s a 

tremendous struggle to get through everything to get to this place to teach you.  Now, 

I don’t know if there’s any connection or not, but last night I couldn’t sleep all night.  I 

was sick to my stomach all night; I kept waking up with terrible pain in my 

stomach.  And I just spent the time praying, saying, “God, I don’t know if this is really 

what I think it is, but if it is - get him!  I know he doesn’t want me messing around with 

him tomorrow night, don’t let it stop.”  And then I got here, and I realized I’d forgotten 

in the first two services today to announce that church was gonna start at 6:00 instead 
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of 7:00 – nobody will be here.  And he kept me well, and now no one will be here.  But 

you were here.  And we dilly-dallied around a few minutes, just to make sure a few 

others got here that we knew needed to hear this. 

Satan likes to hinder our service.  Let me show you where that is in the New 

Testament.  First Thessalonians, chapter 2, and verse 18 – as I said, these aren’t 

speculations; these are just biblical illustrations.  First Thessalonians 2:18, and we’re 

just pulling out the point that says: “Wherefore we would have come unto you.”  And, 

you know, when Paul left Thessalonica, the desire of his heart was to return, he wanted 

to return, and there are a lot of speculations about why he never got to go back.  Some 

say, “Well, it was because Jason was bonded, and if they went back Jason would have 

forfeited the bond.”  Others say that the polyarchs, the people who ruled the city, 

would have been very hard to deal with.  So whatever it was, it says in verse 18: “We 

would have come unto you, even I Paul, once and again but” what?  “Satan hindered 

us.”  Satan is in the business of hindering the ministry.  Expect it.  If you think, “Well, I 

think I’m going to develop a ministry, and everything is going to be” – and as soon as 

you run into the first obstacle, “Op, I’d better quit; apparently it is not God’s will.”  

You better check it out.  You better check it out well, because it’s Satan who 

hinders.  He’s busy doing that.  And I’m sure the more effective you are, the more he 

hinders.  In fact, the Apostle Paul went through his ministry with a terrible hindrance; 

he called it “a thorn in the” what?  “In the flesh,” and he said it “was a messenger of” 

whom?  “Of Satan sent to buffet me.”  It’s always there banging away at me, and Satan 

wants to make me miserable, and he wants to make me quit, but I stay at it.  And if 

God says that’s good for me to have that struggle to keep me humble, that’s fine 

because when I’m weak, then I’m what?  Strong.  And believe me, with all of Satan’s 

hindering, he never short-circuits God’s plans.  He just filters out the weaklings. 

Fourth, Satan not only hinders our service, but – and here’s a biggie – he infiltrates the 

church.  He infiltrates the church.  He’s really good at this.  You say, “How does he do 

it, John?”  First of all, through phony Christians; he gets the church to take in people 

who appear to be Christians, and we really can’t tell them apart, and they’re really the 

devil’s people.  And then he gets them on the inside and they really create havoc, and 

they do it a lot of ways.  They do it by having a lifestyle that doesn’t match up to what 

their claim is, and so it confuses the world as to what a Christian is.  They become 

difficult to deal with.  We don’t know how to handle them.  Many things.  They usually 

try to worm their way into leadership, so that you’ve got Satan getting a voice in 

everything.  
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In Matthew 13:38, it says: “The field is the world, the good seed are the children of the 

kingdom, the tares are the children of the wicked one, the enemy that sowed them is 

the devil, the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are the angels.”  The only 

way the wheat and the tares are ever going to be separated is by God in the end.  We 

can’t always tell them.  Satan infiltrates the church with false Christians.  Grace Church 

has got them.  I know we’ve got them, because Satan does that.  If I knew who they 

were we’d do everything we could to bring them to the knowledge of the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and if they were apostate we’d throw them out, but we can’t find them.  Find 

some of them once in a while; sooner or later they have a way of being unmasked, but 

not all of them.  We know Satan does his work.  If you’re a tare, we know you’re here, 

we just don’t know who you are. 

Not only does he infiltrate the church through false Christians, but through false 

teachers.  We saw that earlier.  He loves to get false information in the church, 

somebody propagating false doctrine that sounds good, somebody who appears to be 

approved by the leadership of the church, teaching something that sounds okay, but it’s 

not true.  The church is always loaded with false teachers, always has been, always has 

been.  First Timothy chapter 4, we read earlier, it’s going to happen in the end times, 

“speaking lies and hypocrisy.”  First John 4, he says, “Look for it; they’re going to be 

there.”  Second Peter 2, he says, “You’re going to have false teachers; they’re always 

going to be around.  “There were false prophets and there will be false teachers 

among, you secretly bringing in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord that bought 

them, and bringing upon themselves swift destruction; and many shall follow their evil 

or pernicious ways, by whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.”  And that’s why 

in the armor of the Christian we are given the sword of what?  The Spirit, which is the 

what?  The Word of God, because we’ve got to counteract Satan’s infiltration of the 

church through false doctrine. 

He infiltrates through false Christians and false doctrine, and one other thing, and this is 

really critical, he infiltrates the church through division.  Satan loves to divide the 

church, just brings him glee.  Let me give you an illustration of this In 2 Corinthians, 

chapter 2; this is most important.  Second Corinthians, chapter 2, and verse 5, I’m 

going to read it to you from the New American Standard, which helps to unscrew the 

unscrutable here; it’s a little difficult in the King James.  Verse 5: “But if any has caused 

sorrow, he has caused sorrow not to me, but in some degree, in order not to say too 

much, to all of you.”  If somebody has been trouble to you, it’s not to me, but to you 

that he’s been trouble.  “Sufficient to such a man is this punishment, which was inflicted 

by the majority.”  Now here we have a man who created trouble.  Some say he’s 
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equated with the man of moral malcharacter in I Corinthians 5; that’s a moot 

point.  Whoever he was, he was an immoral man at some point, and Paul had 

instructed the Corinthians to deal with that man.   

There was a letter written between First and Second Corinthians, and in that letter Paul 

had very likely instructed them to deal with the man.  Now he’s heard back from Titus 

that the Corinthians had taken the essential step in disciplining the man.  There were 

perhaps only a minority who disagreed.  The majority agreed, and there was a 

disciplining of the man.  Now Paul is satisfied at this point that the man has been 

sufficiently disciplined, and that the discipline was sufficient to accomplish what it was 

intended to accomplish.  And he is concerned that they cease to be penal 

administrators, and turn to the opposite gracious privilege of being forgiving and 

restoring friends.  And so he says, “Look, if he’s caused sorrow, it isn’t to me; I mean 

don’t prolong it for my sake.  I mean I’ve had enough.  I’m satisfied, I hope you 

are.  He’s had enough pain; sufficient to the man is the punishment.” 

Now, verse 7: “On the contrary, you rather should forgive him and comfort him, lest 

perhaps such a one should be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow.”  In other words, 

instead of his punishment being remedial, it will simply drive him into despair if you 

don’t lay off of him.  Once a man has been disciplined, up to the point where he 

repents, he then is to be restored, right?  Galatians 6:1.  If you continue to browbeat 

the man, or continue to punish the man, instead of having a remedial effect, the 

discipline will have a despairing effect, and you’ll drive him into sorrow.  So he says in 

verse 8: “I would beseech you that you just confirm your love to him.”  Just let him 

know you love him.  “This is the reason that I wrote you, that I might know the proof of 

you, whether you be obedient in all things.  To whom you forgive anything, I forgive it 

also.”  If you’ve forgiven the man, I have too – don’t stretch it out for my sake.  “If I 

forgave anything to whom I forgave it, it’s for your sakes forgave I it.”  

I want unity in the church, and you’ve got to have forgiveness to have unity.  If you 

create this problem in the church by not forgiving the man, and by browbeating the 

man, and maintaining this authoritarian penal attitude toward the man, you’re going to 

have division in the church and a lack of forgiveness.  And verse 11 says: “You better 

forgive the man, you better love him, lest Satan should get an advantage of us for we 

are not ignorant of his devices.”  And what are his devices?  He loves to split the 

church, and there’s no greater way to split the church than to have a discipline 

situation, says Paul, where there’s an unforgiving spirit.  His device is division.  “Once 

he has been disciplined, love him.” 
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Listen, what is the general principle?  Listen to me: an overemphasis on doctrine to the 

exclusion of love can be deadly to the church.  Do you notice that Satan’s subtlety here 

is that he moves right in behind the church acting doctrinally correct? 

They had done the proper thing, and that just made a perfect move for Satan to move 

in behind sound doctrine and bring about one of his devices.  As we’ve said so many 

times, the church is built on two things: love and sound doctrine.  Too much sound 

doctrine, not enough love - division.  Too much love, not enough sound doctrine - 

confusion. 

Another thing that Satan does, and this is the major thing, He tempts us to sin.  He 

tempts us to sin.  Now, he may do it through your flesh, he may do it through the 

world, he may do it with his demons, he may do it by himself, but he tempts you to 

sin.  He is the tempter.  Now, I’m going to list for you, just very briefly because our 

time is gone, the sins particularly that are listed in the Bible that he tempts us 

toward.  Number one: he tempts us to trust in our own resources; you ever noticed 

that?  He tempts us to trust in our own resources.  I woke up this morning, finally, after 

getting to sleep for a while.  My wife said, “How’s the pain?”  And I said, “It’s a little 

better.”  And I said, “I think I know one of the reasons that God let me get sick last 

night.”  

And what I expressed in so many terms, not these exact words, was the fact that I had 

myself prepared for today.  I believe in preparation.  And one of the temptations that I 

fall into is to trust in my preparation, rather than the Spirit of God, ’cause I do my 

homework.  And I said, “I just think that what I needed to do was spend the night 

realizing that I couldn’t open my mouth unless God allowed me to do it.”  Satan would 

love to make you trust in your own resources.  You know why?  Because you can’t 

handle Satan in your own resources; did you know that?  You can’t handle him.  

I’ll give you an illustration.  Turn to 1 Chronicles 21.  You know, Israel was having a lot 

of wars at this time, as a rather typical period in their life, struggles with enemies, and 

David, of course, wanted to be victorious, so look what happens in verse 1 of 1 

Chronicles 21.  “Satan stood up against Israel, and be tempted David to do” 

what?  “Number Israel” – count heads.  “And David said to Joab and the rulers of the 

people, ‘Go number Israel from Beersheba to Dan.’”  That’s from top to bottom.  “‘And 

bring the number of them to me that I may know it.’”  I want to know how big a nation 

we’ve got and how big an army we’ve got.  You go out there and you count every 



head.  “And Joab answered, ‘The Lord make His people an hundred times as many 

more as they are, but my lord the king, are they not all my lord’s servants?  Why then 

doth my lord require this?’”  Look, if we’re all working for God, what’s the difference 

how many we’ve got?  Boy, Joab, you better watch your lip; you’re talking to the king, 

even if you are right. 

Verse 4: “Nevertheless the king’s word prevailed against Joab, wherefore Joab 

departed,” and he did what he was supposed to do, obeyed the king, went throughout 

all Israel and came to Jerusalem.  That’s a big job, going and count everybody – 

census.  “And Joab gave the sum of the number of the people unto David, and they all 

of Israel were a million and a hundred thousand men who drew the sword.”  That’s an 

army, folks.  That’s a good army.  “And Judah was four hundred threescore and ten 

thousand men that drew the sword.”  And David was saying, “Oh, oh, are we in good 

shape.  Come one, come all – we’ll take on anybody.”  Verse 7 – I like this: “And God 

was displeased with this thing, therefore He smote Israel.”  “Let’s see you handle that, 

David.  You don’t need Me, I don’t need you.”  Who enticed David to number the 

people, verse 1 says?  Who did it?  Satan would love to make you trust your own 

resources.  When it comes to chapter 6 of Ephesians, and verse 10, Paul says: “Be 

strong in” what?  “The Lord, and in the power of your own might.”  Is that what it 

says?  “Power of His might.”  Satan wants you to trust your own resources. 

Second thing, Satan tempts us to lose faith in God.  He really does.  Satan tempts us to 

lose faith in God, to give up on God.  Luke 22:31, here we find the apostle with the 

foot-shaped mouth, Peter again, and all of his problems: “And the Lord said, ‘Simon, 

Simon,’” which the Lord said daily, probably, “Simon, Simon.”  I think God was more 

eager for the glorification of Peter than any other person.  “The Lord said, ‘Simon, 

Simon, behold, Satan has desired to have you that he may sift you like wheat.’”  You 

know what sifting was?  Get the chaff and the grain separated; take a basket, throw it 

up in the wind, the wind blows the chaff away, the seed falls down, and you’ve got 

separation.  “Satan’s trying to separate you, Peter, he’s trying to throw you in the wind 

and blow away something, and leave something left.”  What is he trying to do?  “Oh, 

I’ve prayed for you that your” what?  “Faith fail not.”  You know, what I believe Satan 

was trying to do is separate Peter from his faith.  He was trying in the wind of adversity 

to blow away the faith of Peter, so Peter didn’t trust anymore.  “I prayed for you that 

your faith fail not.”  I’ll tell you something.  If He prayed for him that his faith failed not, 

then his faith failed not.  Satan wanted to separate him, see.  The devil wanted to sift 
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him, to separate him from his faith.  Satan would love to separate you from your faith – 

so you cease to believe God. 

In 1 Peter, we find the very same thing illustrated to us in chapter 5, verse 8.  It says 

this: “Be sober, be vigilant, because your adversary the devil, like a roaring lion walking 

about, seeking whom he may devour.”  Now listen, he’s going to devour you.  What 

does he mean by this?  “Whom resist steadfast in,” and the article isn’t there, “in 

faith.”  Satan wants to gobble you up in the sense that he wants to destroy your 

faith.  That’s why in Ephesians 6:16, it says: “And above all taking the shield of 

what?  “Faith, with which you shall be able to quench the fiery darts of the 

wicked.”  Satan wants you to trust your own resources, and he wants to separate you 

from your faith in God. 

Another thing, he wants you to lie.  Satan loves you to speak lies.  In Acts 5:3, he 

moved right inside Ananias and Sapphira, Peter looked them eyeball to eyeball and 

said: “Why has Satan entered you that you should lie to the Holy Spirit?”  Satan wants 

you to lie.  Just remember, when you lie, when you shade the truth, who is the source 

of that.  Fourthly, Satan wants to tempt you to immorality.  He is very busy doing this, 

believe me.  He’s got the media now as the agency, among other things.  One good 

verse on this is 1 Corinthians 7:5.  You know, sometimes in counseling sessions, you 

get this situation where the man comes in and says, “Well, I’ve got to get my – my wife 

and my marriage straightened out.”  And you say, “Why?”  And he says, “Well, because 

my wife won’t sleep with me until I change, and I can’t take this.”  Is that a good thing 

to do?  So you’re not getting along with your husband, start depriving him? 

Look at 1 Corinthians 7:5, it will give us some help here.  Let me give you what the 

Greek would say: “Stop depriving one the other.”  If you’re doing that, cut it out.  Don’t 

do that, “Unless it be with consent for a time, that you may give yourselves to fasting 

and prayer.”  If you’re doing it for that reason, that’s all right.  Not too many do, it’s a 

good way to do it.  For any other reason, cut it out “and come together.”  Why?  “That 

Satan tempt you not for your lack of self-control.”  If you do that to your partner, you’re 

putting them in a position to be out of control with that area of desire.  Do you 

see?  And Satan would love to tempt people to be out of control.  One of the areas 

where Satan wants to tempt us, illustrated here, is the area of immorality. 

Another area – and we’ll hasten and be done, and I’ve kept you too long, but that’s all 

right – it’s important truth.  One other thought: he wants to tempt us to be preoccupied 

with the world, and we saw this so much we’re not even going to beggar the point, 

except to just tell you that 1 John 2:15 says: “Love not the world, neither the things 

that are in the world; if any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in 

him.  But all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, the pride of 
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life, is not of the Father but is of the world.”  Satan wants you to get absorbed in the 

system, because that means you’ve turned your back on God. 

Second Timothy 4:10, one of the most pensive statements in all the Bible, Paul said: 

“For Demas has” what?  “Forsaken me, having” what?  “Loved this present 

world.”  Satan wants to tempt you to trust your own resources, to lose faith in God, to 

get separated from your faith like wheat and chaff, to lie, to be immoral, and to be 

preoccupied with the world. 

Satan also wants to tempt you to be proud – to be proud.  Oh, does he want to do that, 

and he does it a lot of ways, but one illustration is 1 Timothy 3:6.  When you’re 

choosing bishops, or pastors, or – or elders in the church, it says: “Don’t choose a 

novice,” that means a recent convert, “lest being lifted up with pride, he fall into the 

condemnation of the devil.”  The devil loves to push people up and make them proud, 

because when they do that they collapse.  I can tell you; I’ve seen that in the church 

throughout my life, recent converts, immature people given too much 

responsibility.  Pride goes to their head, and the fall is great. 

One other one that I can relate to, and you can too, that the Bible tells us specifically; 

Satan loves to tempt us to discouragement – to discouragement.  He loves the Christian 

to just get tired of it all.  First Peter 5:6: “Humble yourselves, therefore, under the 

mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, casting all your care on Him, 

for He cares for you; be sober, be vigilant because your adversary, the devil, like a 

roaring lion, walking about seeking whom he may devour, whom resist steadfast in 

faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in 

the world.  But the God of all grace, who has called us unto His eternal glory by Christ 

Jesus, after you’ve suffered a while, make you perfect, establish, strengthen, settle 

you.”  Satan will move in, he’ll shoot at your faith, he’ll try to wear it down, he’ll bring 

discouragement into your life.  Verse 7 says, “Take all your care,” and do what with 

it?  “Put it on Christ.”  And then read verse 10: “The God of all grace, when He’s done 

with all your suffering, He’s going to make you” what?  “Perfect.”  Hang in there, 

friends, God’s on your team.  Don’t get discouraged.  

These are the ways Satan attacks us.  He attacks his own children by preventing, 

perverting and politicking.  He clobbers us by making us trust our own resources, by 

causing us to lose faith in God, to lie, to be immoral, to love the world, to be proud, to 

be discouraged with spiritual struggles – and that way he can try to gain the 

victory.  But you know something?  We have a great promise.  In every bit of that 

temptation, beloved, listen to this – James 4:7 says don’t run.  It says: “Resist the devil 

and he will” what?  “Flee from you.”  Let’s pray. 
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Father, we do acknowledge Your power and superiority, absolute sovereignty, and we 

know that greater is He that is in us than he that is in the world.  We thank You for the 

victory that is ours in Christ.  Father, we thank You that that victory belongs to every 

man who names the name of Jesus Christ.  And, O God, we would pray tonight that if 

there’s any dear soul in our midst who has not confessed Jesus as Lord, who has not 

come out of the power of Satan, who has not been born into the Kingdom of God, a 

child, an heir, a joint-heir with Christ, that that might happen tonight; that the miracle 

of the new birth might be accomplished by the Holy Spirit.  O God, may it happen 

tonight. 

And those of us who are Christians, Father, help us to be wary, help us to be alert, to 

see how our adversary operates, to build our defense in the area where we are 

vulnerable.  Thank You,  Father, for giving us this precious book, and opening it to us 

to understand not only you, but the enemy, that we might be able to follow in the train 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, to the victory that has already been won.  We pray in His 

blessed name.  Amen. 
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Why does it seem that people who 
do wrong prosper and those who 
try to do good never seem to 
receive as many blessings 
(financial)? 

 

SCRIPTURE BASIS FOR THE QUESTION: 

 

Psalm 73:1-8 "Surely God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart. But as for 

me, my feet had almost slipped. I had nearly lost my foothold. For I envied the 

arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the wicked. They have no struggles; their bodies 

are healthy and strong. They are free from the burdens common to man; they are not 

plagued by human ills. Therefore pride is their necklace; they clothe themselves with 

violence. From their callous hearts comes iniquity the evil conceits of their minds know 

no limits. They scoff and speak with malice; in their arrogance they threaten 

oppression. They mouths lay claim to heaven, and their tongues take possession of the 

earth". 

 

Let's pick up our bible and read the passage to the end in order to enjoy the discussion 

that follows the scripture reading. 

 

Asaph had a problem that almost caused him to give up the life of devotion to God. If 

God was a God of goodness who helped the righteous and opposed the wicket, why did 

worthless people prosper while Asaph  suffered want? 

 

DISCUSSION: 

 

It seemed to Asaph that the wicked enjoyed lives of ease and plenty, and then died 

peacefully without suffering. Yet their lives had been characterized by pride, cruelty, 

greed, trickery, scorn, oppression and boasting. Some of the godly were tempted to 

follow their example, for it seemed that God did not interfere with the wicked in their 

comfort. Even Asaph himself felt at times that there was so no purpose in suffering for 



God's sake. 

 

Looking back, Asaph now sees how foolish he has been to doubt God. Although he had 

acted like an ignorant animal, the everlasting God has not left him. Asaph sees now 

that in God he has riches and pleasures that are permanent and beyond value. They 

are far greater than the temporary riches and pleasures of the ungodly. When he seems 

things from God's viewpoint his whole attitude is changed. He no longer envied the 

wicked; he finds his full satisfaction in God. 

 

When we are talking about blessings we seem to limit it to material blessing. It is 

important for us to note what Jesus said in his sermon on the mount (The beatitudes). 

 

Matthew 5:3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of heaven". 

 

One may be rich in this world with all the wealth all across the world but without the 

blessing of the Lord. The scriptures say that the blessings of the Lord makes rich and 

add no sorrow with it. The only thing that guarantees blessings is for one to know the 

Lord as his/her Savior and to walk in the spirit of holiness after accepting Him. 

 

It is important that we should seek first the kingdom of God (be poor in the Spirit) dead 

to sins. After that, we are guaranteed that the Kingdom of Heaven is our portion to 

take. There is no how you look at it, eternity means life everlasting. Life that has no 

end. Almost everything has an end in this world; it is only eternity that the bible defined 

as life ever lasting! 

 

GOD GUARANTEES BLESSING FOR THE GODLY 

 

3 John 2: "Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health 

even as thy soul prospers"(KJV). 

 

It is God's will to prosper our endeavor. If the devil makes you to believe that children 

of God don't proper, reject what he is saying to you. It is not correct. A child of God 

who diligently and honestly works will receive the blessings of the Lord. 

 

WARNING AGAINST IDLENESS 

 

2 Thessalonians 3:6-15 "In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, 



brothers, to keep away from every brother who is idle and does not live according to 

the teaching you received from us. For you yourselves know how you ought to follow 

our example. We were not idle when we were with you, nor did we eat anyone's food 

without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, laboring and toiling so 

that we would not be a burden to any of you. We did this, not because we do not have 

the right to such help, but in order to make ourselves a model for you to follow. For 

even when we were with you, we gave you this rule:" If a man will not work, he shall 

not eat" We hear that some among you are idle. They are not busy; they are 

busybodies. Such people we command and urge tin the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down 

and earn the bread they eat. And as for you, brothers, never tire of doing what is right. 

If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of him. Do not 

associate with him in order that he may feel ashamed. Yet do not regard him as an 

enemy but warn him as a brother. 

 

God's principles for us is to settle down and work. Our God worked. Jesus worked while 

he was on the face of the earth. It is important to stress that brethren should not 

indulge in laziness if they want the Lord to prosper them. Some of the unbelievers we 

compare with ourselves worked so much to earn their living. Although some of them do 

not get their income from the right source. But frankly quite a good proportion of them 

are sincerely working. I encourage every Christian man and woman to work to earn 

their living and expect the blessing of God upon their lives. God is looking for something 

in our disposal to bless today! 

 

GOD'S PRINCIPLE OF BLESSINGS HIS CHILDREN Malachi 3:8-12 "Will a man rob God? 

Yet you rob me. "But you ask, "How do we rob you?" In tithes and offerings. You are 

under a curse - the whole nation of you - because you are robbing me. Bring the whole 

tithe into the storehouse that there may be food in my house. Test me in this, says the 

LORD ALMIGHTY, and se if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out 

so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it. I will prevent pests from 

devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit, says the LORD 

Almighty. Then all the nations will cal you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land, 

says the LORD Almighty. 

 

The principle of financial prosperity for every child of God is giving. Giving of the tithes 

and offerings. It has been a sure way through which God has been releasing His 

blessing upon His children including me. If you can practice this principle today, poverty 

will be far away from you forever. I remember a testimony from a brother in his church. 



The pastor made announcement that there was an urgent need for members to make. 

There was this brother who had some money in his wardrobe. The Lord told him to 

contribute the money since the money was not part of his working capital. He refused. 

What happened? Devouring demon. Fire cut up with the entire money in the wardrobe 

without destroying any other thing but that money. God told that brother to go and 

confess to his pastor for disobedience to God's spirit when there was need in the 

church. The brother obeyed; crying and asking God for forgiveness. Do you see that? 

 

CONCLUSION: 

 

1 Timothy 6: -8 "But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing 

into this world, and we can take nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we 

will be content with that. 

 

Be in right relationship with your God today. Accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and 

personal Savior and you shall be saved! 

 

God bless you! 

 

Rev Debo Adeyemo 

____________ 

Financial prosperity often comes at a cost of a man’s soul. It is difficult to accumulate 

wealth and follow God at the same time. There have been, and still are, wealthy people 

who are living for God and use their wealth for the good of others. Such men are very 

rare because the effect of wealth is usually to corrupt the owner of it. Greed and self 

indulgence are frequent outcomes. That is why Jesus said that we could not serve two 

masters. We can either serve God, or we can serve mammon (material wealth), but not 

both. 

Matthew 6:24-AV No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and 

love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve 

God and mammon. 

Mark 8:36-AV For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose 

his own soul? 



It is not impossible for a rich man to enter heaven but it is extremely difficult. Mainly 

because being rich brings many more temptations than being poor. 

Matthew 19:24-AV And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through the 

eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. 

The ‘eye of a needle’ in this context means the little access door beside the main gates 

to the city. At night the main gates were shut against invaders etc. Anyone arriving 

from a journey late and wanting access to the city would be admitted through this little 

side door. It was big enough to admit a man, but anyone trying to get a camel through 

it was faced with a feat of camel engineering beyond the ability of most. The rich 

getting into heaven was likened by Jesus to getting a camel through this small door. 

Something His audience were all familiar with. 

Many who are poor yearn to be rich for the ability it would give them to yield to desires 

to drive a flash car, live in a mansion, not worry about bills, not have to work, indulge 

themselves with drink, women (or men) and song. This desire is known as 

‘covetousness’, against which is one of the ten commandments. 

Exodus 20:17-AV Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet thy 

neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor 

any thing that [is] thy neighbour's. 

1Timothy 6:10-AV For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some 

coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with 

many sorrows. 

Psalms 10:3-AV For the wicked boasteth of his heart's desire, and blesseth the 

covetous, [whom] the LORD abhorreth. 

Proverbs 21:26-AV He coveteth greedily all the day long: but the righteous giveth and 

spareth not. 

Luke 12:15-AV And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a 

man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth. 



There we have it. Thou shalt not covet. The love of money is covetousness and is the 

root of all evil. That is a damning statement, no wonder this human condition is 

abhorred by God. The last verse reminds us that a  man’s life consists not in the 

abundance of material possessions. 

Dear reader. Please understand that the Kingdom of God is not of this world, neither is 

the reward of the Christian in this world, but the next. In this world we can not expect 

to fare any better than Jesus, our Master, did. He said as much: 

Matthew 10:24-AV The disciple is not above [his] master, nor the servant above his 

lord. 

We have not been promised a smooth ride, just a safe arrival if we endure to the end. 

In this world we will know tribulation, not comfort and the life of luxury. 

Acts 14:22-AV Confirming the souls of the disciples, [and] exhorting them to continue in 

the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God. 

Romans 5:3-AV And not only [so], but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that 

tribulation worketh patience; 

Romans 8:35-AV Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? [shall] tribulation, or 

distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 

Romans 12:12-AV Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer; 

1Thessalonians 3:4-AV For verily, when we were with you, we told you before that we 

should suffer tribulation; even as it came to pass, and ye know. 

We must through much tribulation enter the Kingdom of God, however, that tribulation 

tests and proves us, teaches us patience and to wait upon the Lord, teaches us 

dependence upon the Lord through trust and prayer. It is a refining process. 

This ministry receives on a daily basis prayer requests from people suffering tribulation 

of one sort or another. Many think because things are not going smoothly for them that 

they are being punished by God or  alternatively, attacked by the devil. Whilst both of 

these things are possible, there is only cause to rejoice in either case. If God is 



chastising you, He is doing it because He loves you and wants to bring you into the 

Kingdom. (And you will have deserved it) If the devil is attacking, it means you have 

come to his attention as someone who can damage his cause. Pray for more of it. You 

are greatly blessed, your wealth in heaven is increasing. 

In most cases I suspect another factor is involved. People have been given a devil 

inspired false hope of prosperity and abundance for following Christ. When things go 

wrong they don’t understand and think God has abandoned them or something. The 

rewards and riches we store up for service for Christ, will be paid in the next world, not 

this one. If you have riches and prosperity in this world there is a 99.99% chance you 

are a faithful servant of the devil, even if you think otherwise. I would also direct this 

accusation to prosperous churches of which we are not short of these days. If you have 

your reward in this world, it will end when you die. 

People who follow Jesus the way they should will not know prosperity. Instead, they will 

know poverty and hardship. Their lives will be spent in service to others rather than 

building personal wealth. They will know ridicule and will suffer persecution. They will 

have an aura of peace and contentment not consistent with this kind of lifestyle. They 

will in all probability meet with a sticky end. They will live forever as a co - ruler with 

Jesus. 

If you want something changed around in your life, or an illness cured, ask yourself will 

this improve your Christian walk and add to your salvation? Will it go towards the 

saving of others? Will the earthly benefit be to others? If you can honestly answer yes 

to these questions then there is a likelihood your prayers will be in accordance with 

God’s will and will be answered. If the outcome only has benefit to yourself, will make 

you feel better, will allow you to indulge yourself a little, then you may be out of luck. 

Jesus has undertaken to provide us with our ‘needs’, not our ‘wants’. 

May readers be blessed with understanding of the will of God in their lives, 

Lance Wearmouth 

____________ 

My answer to that question is POSSIBLY YOU'RE NOT MEASURING "PROSPERITY" 

PROPERLY. 



Mikey Spikey 

____________ 

Because the road to hell is wide, but the road to heaven is narrow. The Lord never said 

it would be easy. It's easy to be a thief, a crook, and take advantage of others to get 

personal gain, but it isn't as easy to do right, just, and good and get it. It's tougher, but 

worth it, because we get much more. We get spiritual gain. We are right with the Lord, 

and in the end will profit more than anyone ever could that has done wrong to prosper 

materialistically. Matthew 6:19-24 says: Do not store up for yourselves treasures on 

earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up 

for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where 

thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 

also. The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be 

full of light, But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then 

the light within  you is darkness, how great is that darkness! No one can serve two 

masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one 

and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money. May You Be Blessed! 

 

BLESSINGS TO YOU! DeeDee 

____________ 

Because they are prospering in what they believe in ,(this world) and they are taking 

the bait completely , their eyes are closed to Heaven or anything spiritual , they now 

thrive on and for the world. If I sit down at a poker table with the idea of cheating ,I 

will come out ahead , at least until I am caught, then I must pay the consequences , 

usually death, I was at one time bound in gambling but now I am free, thank you 

Jesus. 

 

In His Love Gary Hodges 

____________ 

I have several replies to this question, then I will tie it all together to it will make some 

type of sense. 

 



Do you want to prosper in the worldly way or God's way? God's way is for me Are you 

wanting to gain a reward in heaven or a financial blessing only in this world? My 

rewards are stored where moth or worms cannot get them in Heaven Do you only look 

for financial blessing as the way God blesses us? I want God's blessings Are we to look 

with envy at those who are sinning as a way to compare God against the world? Never 

compare, God is the one whose Awesome, wonderful and Loves you the world does 

not. Do you tithe your money, talents etc. that God has given you? Share with others so 

that you may receive more opportunities to share Gods word with others. Have you 

always praised Jesus for the little things and took care of those things knowing you 

could then step up the scale? I want Jesus only, step by step to grow more like him. 

 

What I ask for when I pray is that Jesus will bestow on me his rewards. I want the 

rewards that he will give us in heaven when the Lord comes back again. I don't want 

what the person who is sinning is getting, for that is nothing compared to the Love and 

Joy and peace of knowing my savior and King Jesus Christ. I want Jesus in my heart 

walking by my side and being with me 24/7, if that means I am to be poor and 

struggling financially then so be it. Money is the root of all evil. After going through all 

that I have in the past year, just knowing that I have Jesus as my King that is much 

better than all the riches in the world, but I did pray and ask God to help me financially 

so that I may pay the bills and do what I need to do to live, but I don't want a  million 

dollars, money will never make me happy.  

How many of these sinners do you see as being totally happy with all that money?? The 

ones that are totally happy are the ones that give away their riches to enter into the 

kingdom of God, that money isn't going to buy you a place in the Kingdom of God, it 

can do nothing to insure eternal life, why are you now worrying about what someone 

else has. Why do you compare yourself to this world? Are we not supposed to be Christ 

like? The Lord gives us each a blessing everyday this blessing is called Life, now we can 

choose to live  this life God's way or the sinners way, that is a choice that he gives 

freely. I choose to be with God for I know that he is making a mansion that is far 

greater than we have ever seen in this entire world.  

Your blessings from the Lord is life, love, joy, peace, and how you bless the Lord is by 

sharing those things with those who walk in darkness. If you take the blessings he 

gives you and share with others, then you will get double of what he gave you the first 

time. I don't want a fancy car-not going to heaven in it; I don't want a new house-wont 

take me to heaven, I don't want to look like the neighbors down the street, I am my 



own person, and this person loves the Lord. Sometimes, when we see someone getting 

something that we don't have we are envious and we are upset and feel cheated out, 

but that's a sin and I do honestly feel that this is the way Satan (rebuke in Jesus name) 

tries to turn us away from the Lord, by tempting us as such: See tom he has a fancy 

car, new house, money rolling out the door, you can have all this too.  

Once, you open up your heart to hear Satan say this, You need to rebuke him right 

away, for walking with God is much greater than having all the money in the world. You 

need to ask yourself am I looking for God to only bless me financially or am I asking 

Jesus to show me where I am supposed to be in my walk with him. Read your word 

and you will see the way the Lord wants you to be, to be Christ like, and to serve the 

Lord, we have to forego the earthly things.  

I want to serve the Lord, for he is the only one who showed me he loved me, and for 

45 years of rejection even from Christians it almost killed me, but God reached out and 

blessed me with his love. Don't compare yourself to this world, why you ask why, 

because the world is living in darkness. You cannot walk with the Lord and be in 

darkness too, you must either serve the Lord or serve Satan, you cannot do both. You 

cannot be a fence walker, its all or nothing. Stop now and ask Jesus to forgive you and 

thank him for blessing you with the True rewards that only our most precious savior can 

give us... I extend God's peace and love to you and this biggest reward of all, Knowing 

that his son Jesus died on the cross to forgive us our sins. May God show you the right 

way through truth each day.  

____________ 

That has been in the Bible for a long time now. Psalms "How long will the unjust go 

around ,their bodies sleek and ruddy, while the innocent are being oppressed? Further 

it says, "when I entered the House Of the Lord I saw their end in minutes. 

____________ 

The just and the unjust prosper because the bible says it rains on the just and the 

unjust and also the bible says   beloved i wish above all things that you may prosper 

and be in health even as your soul prospers so He does want His people to prosper and 

also the bible says it is impossible for God to lie. God is a Spirit and they that worship 

Him must worship Him in spirit and truth and we have the Spirit of God in us and so we 



share  the Life of God with others our Spirit will live with Him forever and if they (the 

unjust) don't get it right they will have labored in vain all through life maybe it may take 

us a little while but we will get our reward here on earth and in Heaven. This is what I 

believe. 

Dixie 

____________ 

In my opinion, winning in the life is up to attitude. Please examine your beliefs about 

abundance in life? You always receive what you ask and God is ready to give you all the 

blessings of life that you just ask, expect and believe to be able to receive. 

 

Sometimes our feelings and opinions about life and how it ought be are against what 

we ask, and our most strong beliefs will rule in our life. Thus it is good to ask, "What do 

I really believe about abundance" and then see if the life corresponds to your belief 

patterns. 

 

I have known and do know many very prosperous Christians, but I also know many 

financially poor Christians. They both have beliefs. One believes that it is God's good 

grace to lead an abundant life while another thinks that it is good to live in the poverty 

and that the poverty is somehow a better choice. 

 

The reality, however, is that YOU CHOOSE. :) God has given you all the tools to choose 

from his point of view, it is not important what you ask but why. 

 

The reason why other people may gain good financial support is that they know they 

can. God is not stopping you. He provides all that you ask and believe stop stopping 

yourself from not receiving all the riches that God has in store for you. Stop believing 

those hypocritical things about that there is something bad in abundance. Abundance is 

not bad.. the way how you use abundance determines what is its purpose. 

 

We are here to lead a perfect and wonderful life; and to enjoy our stay, and to live with 

God. :) In order to do this, we need money. We are living in the world of Caesar, and 

we must be able to pay for Caesar and give to God what is his. 

 

We have a permission to experience things -- and have things, and that needs some 



money.. but what we need to realize is that God is our infinite supply. The money may 

come in as a salary, gift or winning -- but it is always God giving you what you need. 

 

Just my two cents. I will get back to my soap box and will send you all the blessings. 

____________ 

I have answered this one before. The devil lifts these people up under a false premise 

and then slowly destroys them with death being the final blow. He is doing it with Tiger 

Woods now. He took him to number one in the world with fame and riches and last 

week in the U.S. Open was the beginning of his demise when he embarrassed himself 

with his play. Pay careful attention to his career and personal life in the next while and 

watch how it begins a downward spiral.  

Allan Mann(James 1:12) 

____________ 

The Bible says that it rains on the just and the unjust. Being saved doesn't mean that 

we'll never have anymore troubles, it just means that now we have someone to guide 

us through them and deliver us out of them. How could we ever know the power of 

God if we did not go through some horrible trial and see his hand move. How would we 

know that he can be trusted if we've never had to trust him. Job was a righteous man, 

God found no impurity about him, but he was one of the greatest if not the greatest 

tested men in the Bible. 

How true are we? Will we serve him only in good times. I have found God to be faithful 

in hard times and in good times. I have failed him before but he has never failed me. 

As far as financial, the rich man faired sumptuously ever day, but he also spent eternity 

in hell. Heaven is the important thing. I think to much importance is placed on financial 

prosperity in the Christian walk today. I know we need money to live, but God did not 

promise us riches. Heaven is our Goal. There are some things we have to suffer, but to 

rein with Christ we must suffer with him also. In short if you don't bear the cross then 

you can't wear the crown. 

Napier, April D LRN  



____________ 

If God is a good God, and if God is real, then why does God allow bad things to happen 

to good people. Why doesn't He stop war, feed the hungry children we see on T.V. or 

stop earthquakes from destroying cities? 

 

Maybe you've wondered about this, and even wondered if God can why doesn't He. Is it 

that He wants to but can't? 

 

What about on a personal level. If God is who He says He is why isn't He healing you or 

getting you caught up on your mortgage? Why doesn't He put a super Christian spouse 

in your life? Why doesn't He drop a wad  of money in your lap so you can fix the roof or 

buy that new living room set? Maybe you feel like looking up to heaven and screaming, 

"Hello God! Anybody home? I need some help down here!" THERE IS HOPE! 

 

Like a small pebble in our shoe, these questions can hinder us from taking a full step of 

faith and putting our full weight in the Lord. 

 

Instead of a strong "faith-walk" many Christians have a "faith-limp" because of these 

unanswerable questions. But are they unanswerable? Of course not. What is the 

answer? 

 

First, we must realize that "all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Romans 

3:23). Therefore bad things really happen to "bad" people, because next to God none 

of us are good. Yet, we are made "good" because Jesus is good. When bad things 

happen to me, and believe me they do, I must realize that there are natural laws that 

govern the world in which I live. Last week I was all dressed up and ready to go and 

spilt oatmeal on me. God created gravity as a natural law that keeps our feet on the 

ground. Yet, when a bowl slips out of our hands that same law doesn't work in our 

favor. 

"Yea, but can't God intervene?" Sure, and often He does. But if God intervened to 

reverse the law of gravity every time I was clumsy, I would be even more clumsy plus 

everyone else would be floating. The natural law of drought has left many countries in 

short supply of food and resources and people are starving. After Noah's flood, the 

earth became plagued with natural disasters such as these. Before Adam and Eve 

sinned, God created the perfect place for us to live. Now, sin has taken its toll and our 



world is in sinful chaos. Why doesn't God intervene? HE HAS. HE SENT HIS SON, JESUS 

CHRIST. 

 

Wow. How much intervention do you need to see before you believe that God is a good 

and loving God? He doesn't want us to live in poverty and suffering for eternity. 

Therefore, "God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8). 

 

You know, I realize that I need to get into this more than what this e-med is going to 

allow. Over the weekend I'll post a more complete teaching at www.freshwind.org on 

this matter, but until then, let me hit the high points. 

 

Why doesn't God stop war? God loves us so much that He gives us a free will. Our free 

will often becomes sinful and leads to violence resulting in war. Our free will can even 

cause us to withhold our giving, resulting in denying the Spirit's prompting to give to 

the needy, to feed the hungry. It is funny how we question why God doesn't feed the 

hungry, while we swat away the "nagging" conviction that God wants to use us. The 

Holy Spirit prods us to avoid war, arguments and conflicts, yet God gives us a free will 

to choose: sin or righteousness. 

 

Friend, I've thought a lot about this. What if today I learned I had just a few weeks left 

before a brain tumor ended my life? Would I blame God for not intervening? In reality I 

already know that it is by physical death that I obtain eternal life. My physical life must 

end so that I can continue to live on in Glory with God. What ends our physical life is a 

result of sin, life in a fallen world. 

 

But please hear me clearly. God is present in the midst of the suffering we experience 

in this fallen world where we do wrestle with illnesses, suffering, poverty and disasters. 

God sent His son that by living with Jesus, we are comforted. "Come to me, all you who 

are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest" (Matthew 11:28). 

 

Why or when God chooses to intervene and override natural laws is entirely impossible 

for us to understand. I've seen it many times, God's intervening hand stopping, 

protecting, changing, removing, restoring. I've also seen wonderful opportunities for 

God to intervene, and He chose not to. But when God appears to be "not intervening" 

we must remember there is no greater intervention that this: "The Word became flesh 

and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and 



Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth" (John 1:14). 

 

Application: I realize many of you want to study this subject deeper, and I'll post 

additional teachings on our main page at: www.freshwind.org over this weekend. 

Today, thank God for knowing what is best. Thank God today for the wonderful way 

that He comforts us and yes even delivers us when all odds are against us. God is 

greater than all laws of natural. When it seems like God is not aware of our needs, 

believe me He is. Our greatest need cost Him His Son. Why should we think for a 

moment that He fails to notice our day to day scraps and hurts? 

 

Dear Lord, I know that I am living in a sinful world and "We know that the whole 

creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time" 

(Romans 8:22). Yet in the midst of sin and chaos "God is our refuge and strength, an 

ever-present help in trouble"(Psalm 46:1). Lord, someone today has been sad and full 

of doubt, but today You have stirred their soul to stand up and shout for joy. You are 

calling a man to take refuge in You. You are calling a business man to trust in You and 

not in his business. You are calling a newly married couple to build upon their strengths 

and to make You the center of their marriage. You are, even now, confirming Your 

truth to a young person who is caught up in science, reason, doubt and do not know 

what to believe. They want to accept what they've read today and I pray in Jesus' 

Name, You will continue to reveal Yourself to them as You have today. In Jesus' Name, 

AMEN! 

 

Re-arranging my life for Christ, David 

____________ 

Satan doesn't have to torment the ones he already has. So just count it all joy because 

he cannot touch the treasure that is laid up in the kingdom of God. Where your 

treasure is, there will your heart be also. Jesus said Jn:16:33: These things I have 

spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have 

tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. 

Sandra Evans  

____________ 

http://www.freshwind.org/


About habits....1 Tim , the Apostle Paul is talking to the church, because they have 

given themselves to deceiving doctrines and learned or started practicing things 

(actions) that made them act like every other church in the area. In other words they 

let themselves become waxed, and left the first faith....He was addressing the church 

because they had become so defiled and full of witchcraft, that they no longer practiced 

what they originally were taught of the Apostles. They were no longer interested in the 

Word or Why Jesus died on the Cross. They were not lead by the Holy Spirit, but by 

deceiving lying spirits. The Apostle Paul was letting them know, he knew what they 

were doing, and how much the church morals had decade. They were not fooling 

anyone but themselves. King James version says they learned.....something you learn 

had to have been taught by someone, the things the church did, was not a habit....it 

was a choice..  

I do not really believe we have a habit of doing some of the things Paul was addressing 

the church about...it became a habit of choice not to turn away from such things, and 

return to the Love of Christ. I don't know if it a good word habit, or if we should use the 

word choice...free will....a habit is an action done often without even thinking, like 

changing gears on the car,,, when you already did, and didn't even realize you have 

already changed the gear. choices or habits, can always be changed or modified at any 

time with practice....from good to bad or bad to good...depending on choice...and how 

much you want a habit or choice to change. Paul said they learned to be idle....they 

were more interested in other people and things then the teaching the Love of Christ. 

Carol Wilson  

____________ 

Yes, this is true! They due prosper but in the end, When Jesus come for his people they 

will be left behind. 

Chosen406@aol.com 

____________ 

The reason people prosper even though they do bad is they have made a pact with the 

devil, they get their earthly rewards, but will loose in the end. 

 

dayze10255@aol.com 

http://www.answers2prayer.org/bible_questions/Answers/trials/blessings.htmlmailto:Chosen406@aol.com
http://www.answers2prayer.org/bible_questions/Answers/trials/blessings.htmlmailto:dayze10255@aol.com


____________ 

The answer to the question about why nonbelievers have financially richer lives that the 

believers do is simple to me. If you are not a believer, you are working with Satan. If 

you work with Satan, he will see that  you are rewarded. If you work for God, this 

makes Satan angry and Satan will try anything he can to get things to go wrong. He 

wants everyone working for him. And do we get rewarded by God? Yes, we do, but it 

won't necessarily be in wealth, fame, or fortune. What His reward to us will be is 

greater love, greater trust from Him. How can money beat that?  

Phyllis   

____________ 

You see, material blessing under the new covenant is not in anyway dependent upon 

how good we are or what good we do to others. In fact all throughout the scripture we 

are reminded to do good, not so that we can be outwardly rewarded. The rewards of 

those who truly serve God is not temporal it is eternal. It is not something that can be 

quantify or measured in terms of wealth or good health or accomplishments. Though 

God who is Most Knowing and Loving may choose also to bless us with material wealth, 

but if chooses not to, He remains God still and He remains God for evermore. So 

beloved our giving and worships are really so that God will be exalted and be glorified 

through our deeds and living. So it is very wrong for a believer to measure God's grace 

in his/her life by what is going on around him especial by what is going on in the life of 

the unbelievers. Thank you for the opportunity. 

 

Michael O. Folorunso 
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I can still remember the chair I was sitting in years ago when I read a life-changing 

page in John MacArthur’s book The God Who Loves. In an economy of words, John 

exposed, confronted, and changed my thinking on one of the most critical areas of 

theology, the nature of God. My understanding of God’s love—specifically His love for 

the non-elect—was never the same. 

For months, I had been wrestling with the question of whether God’s love extends 

beyond those He chose for salvation. “Does God love all humanity, even the Judas 

Iscariots and Adolf Hitlers of the world?” At the time, I couldn’t answer that question 

with any degree of certainty. And although I was sitting under sound biblical teaching, I 
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had begun entertaining the idea that God’s elect have a monopoly on His love. I 

couldn't reconcile the idea of God loving His enemies with the following texts: 

 Psalm 5:5, “You hate all workers of iniquity.” 

 Psalm 7:11, “God is angry with the wicked every day.” 

 Psalm 26:5, “I have hated the assembly of evil doers.” 

Beyond those troubling texts, I was grappling with God’s explicit statements about 

hating Esau found in Romans 9 and Malachi 1. “Jacob I have loved, but Esau I have 

hated.” You have to admit, that’s a hard verse to refute. God’s hatred was unrelated to 

Esau’s conduct or character. It was rooted in His eternal, sovereign purposes. 

The more I pondered those verses, the more resistant I became to acknowledging 

God’s love to all humanity. I failed to see the tragic effects such thinking had on my 

evangelistic fervency. I had adopted a self-righteous mindset, thinking God was 

absolutely repulsed by unbelievers—probably just as repulsed as I was. I became blind 

to all the Scriptures speaking to God’s steadfast love and compassion for the lost. 

Somewhere along the way, my love and compassion for sinners waned. 

I was convinced in my own mind. God loves the elect and hates the non-elect. End of 

discussion. 

But then, I read the following words by John MacArthur: 

Scripture clearly says that God is love. “The Lord is good to all, and His mercies are 

over all His works” (Psalm 145:9). Christ even commands us to love our enemies, and 

the reason He gives is this: “In order that you may be sons of your Father who is in 

heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the 

righteous and the unrighteous” (Matthew 5:45). The clear implication is that in some 

sense God loves His enemies. He loves both “the evil and the good,” both “the 

righteous and the unrighteous” in precisely the same sense we are commanded to love 

our enemies. 

In fact, the second greatest commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself” 

(Mark 12:31; cf. Leviticus 19:18), is a commandment for us to love everyone. We can 

be certain the scope of this commandment is universal, because Luke 10 records that a 

lawyer, “wishing to justify himself . . . said to Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbor?’” (Luke 

10:29)—and Jesus answered with the Parable of the Good Samaritan. The point? Even 

Samaritans, a semi-pagan race who had utterly corrupted Jewish worship and whom 

the Jews generally detested as enemies of God, were neighbors whom they were 



commanded to love. In other words, the command to love one’s “neighbor” applies 

to everyone. This love commanded here is clearly a universal, indiscriminate love. 

Consider this: Jesus perfectly fulfilled the law in every respect (Matthew 5:17–18), 

including this command for universal love. His love for others was surely as far-reaching 

as His own application of the commandment in Luke 10. Therefore, we can be certain 

that He loved everyone. He must have loved everyone in order to fulfill the Law. After 

all, the apostle Paul wrote, “The whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement, 

‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself’” (Galatians 5:14). He reiterates this theme in 

Romans 13:8: “He who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law.” Therefore, Jesus must 

have loved His “neighbor.” And since He Himself defined “neighbor” in universal terms, 

we know that His love while on earth was universal. 

Do we imagine that Jesus as perfect man loves those whom Jesus as God does not 

love? Would God command us to love in a way that He does not? Would God demand 

that our love be more far-reaching than His own? And did Christ, having loved all 

humanity during His earthly sojourn, then revert after His ascension to pure hatred for 

the non-elect? Such would be unthinkable; “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and 

today, yes and forever” (Hebrews 13:8) (John MacArthur, The God Who Loves, 102-

03). 

John’s simple explanation of those Scriptures compelled me to rethink my position on 

God’s love. Jesus was God. Jesus loved His neighbors—even His non-elect neighbors. 

Jesus was a friend to sinners. Jesus loved His enemies—all of them. How could I have 

missed that? What caused me to overlook such clear, vital truths about the character of 

God? The answer is pride, that hideous sin lurking in all of us, waiting for the 

opportunity to express itself. 

If you wrestle with some of the verses I listed, or struggle to reconcile God’s love with 

his wrath, I’d recommend you pick up a copy of John’s book The God Who Loves. 

Tommy Clayton 

Content Developer and Broadcast Editor 
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