The end of August and the first of September is a time of . . . enjoying what we call “the last
of the summer season.” This past Sunday | wore white pants for church, AND | was told by
someone -jockingly, of course - “today is the last day we can wear white pants.” My
reaction? “WHAT? Really? | never heard of that!” | laughed.

Reality is that we tend to live our lives trying to limits and boundaries on all and everything.
While some are for safety, we also use them to impose our beliefs and standards, we also
use them to control. Sadly, we also use them to put limits on God and our relationship with
him, God, you get this far. Don’t touch this. You don’t get to have an opinion on this. This
is me and mine, etc. | know! That sounds bad. Right? But the true is that some people’s
relationship with God is lived like that.

While God has established limits and boundaries for us, to protect us from the
consequences of sin and bad decisions in life, God has also REMOVED one. God ALWAYS
welcomes ALL into his presence; God always welcomes ALL those who repent and want to
turn their lives around for the good. One of my favorite Bible verses is John 3:16 . .. so that
everyone and anyone who believes does not perish but has eternal life.

The Christian sacred texts — meaning the Bible - are filled with other examples of
boundaries. One we see, constantly, in the people of Israel’s life is about how they kept God
at a distance when things were good and later turned to God (temporarily) when things
turned upside down. It was like, you’re allowed in my life only when | need you. Huh?

The main focus of God in the Bible is that God, regardless of our (you fill in the
blank) is that God is always PRESENT and AVAILABLE, not only to “get us out of the hole,”
BUT to be a constant presence to love and to restore us into his image and likeness Genesis
1)

In Deuteronomy 30:19 we hear God telling us, I have set before you life and death,
blessing and cursing: therefore, choose life, that both, thou and thy seed, may live.
Ultimately, the decision is ours and God will respect that. SO, chose life (Jesus) so that you,
and your seed, may live good and eternally.
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P. Lig 1



Birthdays:

Billie Carroll
Trudy Clark
Malcolm Faust, Jr.
Pat Starkey
Brenda Schmidt

9/12
917
917
9/19
9/25

* Anniversaries:
%r"- 9/20 Greg & Trudy Clark

10AM to 12 Noon
6:00PM-7:00PM
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The Zirkel Family
Serving with the Methodist Church in Costa Rica

&

Mission Teams Advance Church Buildings

Church planting is underway in the Puerto Viejo region, with efforts in Limon, Guapiles,
and El Tigre. Despite the challenging Caribbean heat and humidity, dedicated mission
teams are working alongside local congregations to build sanctuaries and pastor's
homes, all while enjoying daily fellowship and Bible school with the children.

Ray and | have been busy traveling the last few months, attending mission conferences,
and speaking at churches to raise financial support for the Children's Home, plus the
three churches/parsonages which are under construction, the medical clinic and our
family. We're also actively recruiting mission teams for these ministries.

In May, we enjoyed a quick family vacation with Sarah and Emma. Sarah is now back
at Baylor University, working at Truett Seminary for the summer and preparing for her
final MBA semester this fall. Emma returned to Costa Rica with us, taking an online
class before heading back to Texas A&M in July. She's currently job searching in
College Station's medical field and will resume her Master’s in Medical Sciences
classes this fall.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to each of you for your investment in our ministry
through your faithful prayers and generous financial gifts. Your steadfast support is
instrumental in allowing us to deeply impact the lives of Costa Ricans and strengthen
the Methodist Church.

In Christ love and for His glory,

Ray and Lidia



. World Communion Sunday: October 5th

; This years special offerings and their date!

Joeciat

u F F E H I " G . UM Student Sunday: November 30, 2025

. Denton Board of Child Care Christmas:
December 7, 2025

Annual fall supper will be
O Friday, November 21, 2025



Operation Christmas Child

Little feet taking the hope of Jesus into the world.

This year...
11,927,439 children will receive a gift-filled shoebox
11,927,439 children will hear the Good News of Jesus

Imagine the impact and multiplication today—in
hearts, homes, and churches around the world!
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Pastor is Away

September 22nd- October 3rd




Calvary Asbury United Prayer List
Methodist Church
Barbara Bostic, Charlotte Dukes,
Benigno Gonzalez, Nora Larrimore,
Pastor: Liz Marrero Moe Morton, Wyatt Russum, Wyatt Starkey,
Cell Phone: 302-743-0730 George Sweitzer, Cheryl Twilley, Dana Williams
Church Office: Those Serving in the Military
P.O. Box 202
Brandon Hickman, Erik O’Brien
103 North Church Street

Sudlersville, MD 21668
Phone: 410-438-3816

Hours: Monday— Thursday:
8:00 AM-12:00PM

Email: office.calvaryasburyumc@gmail.com AUTU M N lS H ERE
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Pastor’s Visitation

If you or someone you know would I )
like a visit from the pastor, please o
contact Kari in the church office. ( AAAMAAQAA
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