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The Building Committee proposes to construct a facility that will better enable the St. Paul UMC 

to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world as design our property for 

areas to foster our practices of Loving, Laughing, Learning, Living, and Leading while 

maintaining the atmosphere of a small church with a big heart.     

To fulfill this mission, the Building Committee proposes to incorporate the following elements 

into the design, construction, and remodel of our existing facility: 

ACCESSABILITY 

 Improvements are being made so that the entire main floor will be accessible by 
wheelchairs. 

 Basement will be wheelchair accessible via the exterior entrance. 

 Allotments are made for future elevator as needed. 

 Bathrooms will be large enough for multiple occupants and will include fixtures to aid 
those with physical limitations. 

PARKING AREA 

 New leveled parking area on the north side of the church building.  

 Compacted stone surface with concrete walks and curbs. 

 Reserved parking for vehicles with handicapped occupants. 

 Reserved parking for parents with children. 

NEW MAIN ENTRANCE  

 New construction will include concrete handicap or step access into the building’s new 

main entrance. 

 Covered entrance to protect from elements while entering the building. 

 Double door entrance with automatic opener for handicapped access. 

 Wide hallways providing direct access into the sanctuary, church office, bathrooms, 

nursery, and Fellowship hall all from the main entrance. 

LOBBY 

 Storage space for coats and umbrellas. 

 Signage directing people to Sanctuary, church office, classrooms, and the fellowship hall. 

RESTROOMS 

 Construct men’s and women’s restrooms close to sanctuary 

 Wheelchair accessible 

 Changing tables  



NURSERY/TODDLER ROOM (Birth to 2 years old) 

 Sound-proof cry-room looking into sanctuary with privacy screens and motherly 
comforts.  A video screen would be nice for mothers that feel uncomfortable with the 

blinds open.  

 Nursery to be staffed on a weekly basis by Safe Sanctuary trained staff and volunteers. 

 Located in close proximity to the sanctuary. 

FELLOSHIP HALL 

 Access on same level as entrance and Sanctuary 

 Room to seat 120 people at tales 

 Storage space for tables and chairs 

 Open floor plan so space can serve multiple uses 

 Video/Audio feed from Sanctuary in order for space to be used for overflow seating 

SANCTUARY 

 Maintain the feel of our sacred space while enhancing our dedicated worship space by 

improving egress and regress as well as increase our hospitality for guests and parents 

with children. 

 Provide a space that accommodates both traditional and contemporary styles of worship 
as well as other activities, such as concerts and conferences by assuring video projection 

and onstage monitors. 

 Redesign or construct chancel area that incorporates a pulpit, altar, and cross for 
traditional services and require only minimal modification for contemporary services, and 

are removable for other events.  It will have wheelchair access and storage space, but not 

impede sanctuary access from the rest of the building. 

 The chancel should provide area for kneeling, communion, pulpit access from the 

congregational seating for candle-lighting ceremonies and baptisms through a divided 

prayer rail.   

 The flexible choir area to allow for seated performers or instrumentalists 

 Re-orient seating so that Sanctuary entrance will be maintained at the rear of the 
sanctuary 

 More hospitable entrance to sanctuary from new building. 

KITCHEN/FOOD PANTRY/STORAGE 

 Construct full service kitchen. 

 Install stainless steel appliances and food preparation surfaces 

 Build a lockable pantry and storage area 

 Abundance of cabinet space 

 Two entrances with a serving window between 

PRESCHOOL and CHILDRENS AREA (UPSTAIRS) 

 Two New Sunday school rooms upstairs for a total of four upstairs classrooms. 

 Each room will have lockable storage spaces for teacher supplies and snacks. 

 



LARGE PLAY/MEETING AREA (DOWNSTAIRS) 

 A space equivalent in size to the new fellowship hall will be available downstairs. 

 This will be space for future ministry. 

 Separate exterior entrance to the rear of the building. 

GENEROUS STORAGE AREAS 

 Downstairs storage in the new construction will consist of closets. 

 Mechanical room storage will be reduced to necessities. 

 Church office will provide a place to store church documents and records. 

 Fellowship hall will have storage for tables and chairs. 

 Kitchen will have its own pantry and cabinet storage. 

 Sanctuary will have storage behind the chancel area for worship items. 

HVAC/MECHANICAL ROOM 

 Install geothermal system 

 Current basement will be refit to house mechanical elements 

 New drain-field will be installed. 

 New, deeper water well and pump will be installed. 

EXTERIOR FELLOWSHIP SPACE 

 Construct outdoor fellowship space with electric lighting. 

 Covered pavilion with Handicapped access 

 Large enough to hold 8 picnic tables and 3 serving tables for gatherings. 

 Construct a fire pit 

 Install a wooden cross for outdoor spiritual events. 

 


